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PSC 760:  Comparative Politics Pro-seminar 

 

Professor: 

Contact Info: 

O
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Bates, Robert H. 2005. Markets and States in Tropical Africa. University of California Press. (earlier 

version is fine) 

 

Cheibub, José Antonio. 2007. Presidentialism, Parliamentarism, and Democracy. New York, NY: 

Cambridge UP. 

 

Chwe, Michael. 2001. Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination and Common Knowledge. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press. 

 

Cox, Gary. 1997. Making Votes Count. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Geddes, Barbara. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in 

Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

 

Hirschman, Albert. 1970. Exit, Voice, and Loyalty. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

 

North, Douglas. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Tarrow, Sidney. 1998. Power in Movement.  Social Movements and Contentious Politics.  New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Tilly, Charles. 1992. Coercion, Capital, and European States.  Cambridge, MA: Blackwell 

 

Tsebelis, George. 1990. Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics. Los Angeles, CA: 

University of California Press 

 

Assignments 

 

Seven weekly papers. Email the professor the papers each week before class meets.  These are to 

be no more than 5 double-spaced pages.  You should provide a summary of each reading and 
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Participation.  Do the readings and come to class prepared to discuss, debate, ask questions 

�����ȱ���ȱ ���Ȃ�ȱ��������ǯ  Failure to come to class prepared is not acceptable graduate level 

effort.  You will be expected to lead the discussion in assigned weeks.  The number of weeks 

assigned will depend on the number of students enrolled.  How effective you are will be a 

factor in your participation grade.  Discussions will be respectful and focused on subjects 

covered in the course.   Participation is 20% of your grade. 

Important Info & Policies 

¶ In general, I will not allow extensions on assignments. However, should you find 

yourself in a situation where you will not be able to turn an assignment in on-time, 

please advise me of this as soon as you can, and not the day the assignment is due. I will 

work with you to come up with a solution. 

¶ A late assignment will be penalized 1/3 of a grade for each day it is late.  After 1 week, I 

will no longer accept it. 

¶ I expect you to attend all classes. Should something come up that will prevent you from 

attending class, please let me know in advance. 

¶ Grade appeals must be in writing. You will need to explain why you believe you 

deserve a grade different than what you received. 

 

Course Outline / Weekly Topics 

Week 1:  Introduction and Preliminaries:  What is Comparative Politics? 

Lijphart, Arend.  1971. ȃ�����������ȱ��������ȱ���ȱ�����������ȱ������ǯȄ American Political 

Science Review 65.3. 

 

Week 2:  Comparative Method 

	������ǰȱ����ǯȱŘŖŖŚǯȱȃ����ȱ��ȱ�ȱ����ȱ����¢ȱ���ȱ����ȱ��ȱ��ȱ����ȱ���ǵȄ American Political Science 

Review 98: 341-354. 
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¶ Ragin, Charles C. 1987. The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and 

Quantitative Strategies. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

¶ Eckstein, Harry.  1975. "Case Study and Theory in Political Science," in Handbook of 

Political Science, vol. 7, edited by Fred Greenstein and Nelson Polsby. Reading, MA: 

Addison-Wesley, 79-137. 

¶ King, Gary, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba.  1994.  Designing Social Inquiry: 

Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

¶ Bates, Robert et al.  1998. Analytic Narratives.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University 

Press.  

¶ 
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Przeworski, Adam.  1991. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern 

Europe and Latin America.  New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. Chapters 1, 2, and 4. 

 

����ǰȱ�������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŗǯȱȃ����ȱ���ȱ
�����ȱ��������¢ȄȱWorld Politics 53.3 

 

�����ǰȱ����ǯȱȱŘŖŖśǯȱȃ	������£�����ȱ���ȱ���ȱ�������������ȱ��ȱ��������¢ȱ��ȱ���ȱ����������ȱ

�����ȄȱAmerican Journal of Political Science 49(4): 704-730. 

 

 

Suggested Readings: 

¶ Barrington Moore. 1966. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.  Lord and Peasant in 

the Making of the Modern World.  Boston, MA:  Beacon Press. 

¶ �������ǰȱ�����ǯȱȱŗşşŚǯȱȃ�ȱ��������ȱ����� ȱ��ȱ����������ȱ�����Ȃ�ȱSocial Origins of 

Dictatorship and DemocracyǯȄȱ��ȱSocial Revolutions in the Modern World, Theda Skocpol, ed. 

New York, NY:  Cambridge University Press. 

¶ ����ǰȱ�ǯȱ������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŘǯȱȃ�����ȱ���ȱ����������������ȄȱWorld Politics. 55.1. 

¶ Przeworski, Adam.  1991. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in 

Eastern Europe and Latin America.  New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

¶ Dahl, Robert.  1971.  Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition.  New Haven, CT: 
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¶ ��������ǰȱ�����ǯȱŗşşŝǯȱȃ�������ȱ�������������Ǳȱ��������¢Ȃ�ȱ����������ȱ�������ǯȄȱ

American Political Science Review 91:1-14. 

¶ Dalton, Robert.   2008. Citizen Politics: Public Opinion and Political Parties in Advanced 

Industrial Democracies, 5th ed.  Washington, DC:  CQ Press. 

¶ LeDuc, Lawrence, Richard Niemi, and Pippa Norris, eds.  2002. Comparing Democracies 2. 

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

¶ Verba, Sydney, Normal H. Nie, and Jae-On Kim. 1978. Participation and Political Equality: 

A Seven-Nation Comparison. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

¶ Collective Action 

¶ Marwell, Gerald and Pamela Oliver.  1993.  The Critical Mass in Collective Action:  A 

Microsocial Theory.  New York:  Cambridge University Press. 

¶ 
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Week 9:  Electoral Systems 

Blais, And�·ȱ���ȱ�����ȱ����������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŘǯȱȃ���������ȱ�¢�����ǯȄȱ��ȱComparing Democracies 2, 

LeDuc, Lawrence, Richard Niemi, and Pippa Norris, eds.   Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 

Publications.  Pgs 40-69.  (You should familiarize yourself with different types of electoral 

systems and the countries that use them!) 

 

Blais, Andre and R. Kenneth Carty.  1990ǯȱȃ����ȱ������������ȱ��������������ȱ������ȱ�����ȱ

�������ǵȄȱȱEuropean Journal of Political Research 18(2): 167-181. 

 

Duverger, Maurice.  1963 [1951].  Political Parties:  Their Organization and Activity in the Modern 

State.  New York:  John Wiley and Sons. Pgs. 206-55. 

 

Riker, �������ǯȱȱŗşŞŘǯȱȃ���ȱ� �-Party System and Duverger's Law: An Essay on the History of 

���������ȱ�������ȄȱAmerican Political Science Review 76(4). 

 

Cox, Gary. 1997. Making Votes Count.   New York:  Cambridge University Press.  Chapters 1-8, 

11, 15. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

¶ Rae, Douglas W. 1969.  The Political Consequences of Electoral Laws. New Haven, CT: Yale 

University Press. 
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Kitschelt, 
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���ǰȱ������ȱ���ȱ���������ȱ��������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŞǯȱȃ�������ȱDisasters and the Risk of Violent Civil 

��������ȄȱInternational Studies Quarterly 52(1): 159-185. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

¶ Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communities: Reflections of the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism. New York: Verso. 

¶ Horowitz, Donald. 1985. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Berkeley: University of California 

Press. 

¶ Deutsch, Karl W. 1966. Nationalism and Social Communications: An Inquiry into the 

Foundation of Nationalism, 2nd ed. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

¶ Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 

¶ Lijphart, Arend. 1977. Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration, New 

Haven: Yale University Press.  

¶ ������ǰȱ������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŚǯȱȃ���������ȱ������ȱ�����������£�����ȱ��ȱ������ǯȄȱAmerican Journal of 

Political Science.  48.4. 

¶ Smith, Anthony D. 1986. The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 

¶ Smith, Anthony D.  1991.  National Identity.  Reno, NV:  University of Nevada Press. 

¶ ������ǰȱ�����ȱ�ǯȱ���ȱ�����ȱ�ǯȱ������ǯȱŗşşŜǯȱȃ�¡��������ȱ�����������ȱ�����������ǯȄȱȱ

American Political Science Review. 90.4: 715-35 

¶ Posner, Daniel N.  2005. Institutions and Ethnic Politics in Africa. New York, NY 

Cambridge University Press. 

¶ Birnir, Jóhanna Kristin.  2006. Ethnicity and Ethnic Politics.  New York, NY Cambridge 

University Press. 

 

Week 12:  Approaches to Studying Institutions 
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¶ Pierson, Paul. 2004. Politics in Time:  History, Institutions, and Social Analysis.  Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. 

¶ Evans, Peter, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Theda Skocpol, eds. 1985. Bringing the State Back 

In.  New York, NY:  Cambridge UP. 

¶ Skocpol, Theda. 1992. Protecting Soldiers and Mothers. The Political Origins of Social Policy 

in the  

¶ United States. Cambridge, MA:  Belknap Press.  

¶ Steinmo, Sven, Kathleen Thelen, Frank Longstreth, eds. 1992. Structuring Politics:  

Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis. Cambridge UP. 

¶ Mahoney, James and Dietrich Rueschemeyer. 2003. Comparative Historical Analysis in the 

Social Sciences. Cambridge UP. 

¶ Thelen, Kathleen. 2004. 

�x 

�x      
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¶ ���ǰȱ����¢ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ���� ���ǯȱŗşşŚǯȱȃ���ȱ�������������ȱ�����������ȱ��ȱ����������ȱ

	���������Ǳȱ�ȱ����������ȱ��ȱ������������ȱ���ȱ������������¢ȱ�¢�����ǯȄȱJournal of 
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�¢��ǰȱ����ȱ�������ǯȱȱŘŖŖŜǯȱȃ�����ȱ���ȱ���ȱ������ȱ��ȱ���������ȄȱBritish Journal of Political 

Science 36: 437-457. 

 

������¢��ǰȱ���������ȱ�ǯȱ���ȱ����ȱ���ǯȱȱŘŖŗŗǯȱȃ�����������ǰȱ	������£�����ȱ���ȱ�������¢����ȱ

��������ȱ��ȱ���������ȱ��ȱ������ȄȱAmerican Journal of Political Science 55(3). 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

¶ Alesina, Alberto.  1989ǯȱȃ��������ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ�¢����ȱ��ȱ����������ȱ�����������ǯȄȱȱ

Economic Policy.  4:  55-98. 

 

¶ De Soto, Hernando.  2000.  The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West 

and Fails Everywhere Else
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¶ Wallerstein, Michae�ǯȱŗşşşǯȱȃ����-Setting Institutions and Pay Inequality in Advanced 

����������ȱ���������ȄȱAJPS 43.3. 

 

¶ ���� ���ǰȱ������ǯȱȱŗşŞŝǯȱȃ���������ȱ���������ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ�¡������ȱ��ȱ�����ǯȄȱȱ

American Political Science Review.  81.4:  203-23. 

 

¶ Rogowski, Ronald. 1990.  Commerce and Coalitions:  How Trade Effects Domestic Political 

Alignments. Princeton University Press. 

 

 

Week 15:  Second Image Reversed and Two-Level Games 

	���������ǰȱ�����ǯȱȱŗşŝŞǯȱȃ���ȱ������ȱ�����ȱ��������Ǳȱ���ȱ�������������ȱ�������ȱ��ȱ��������ȱ

Politics.ȄȱInternational Organization. 32.4. 

 

������ǰȱ������ȱ�ǯȱŗşŞŞǯȱȱȃ��������¢ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ��������Ǳȱȱ���ȱ�����ȱ��ȱ� �-�����ȱ	����ǯȄȱ

International Organization. 42.3:  427-60. 

 

Tsebelis, George.  1990.  Nested Games: Rational Choice in Comparative Politics. Los Angeles, CA:  

University of California Press.  Chapters 1-4 and 8.  Read one of chapters 5-7, skim other two.  

 

Suggested Readings: 

¶ 	������ǰȱ	������¢ǯȱŘŖŖśǯȱȃ	�����ȱ�������ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ��������Ǳȱ���������ȱ������ȱ��ȱ

��������ȱ������ǵȄȱInternational Organization 52.4. 

¶ Milner, Helen V.  1997. Interests, Institutions, and Information: Domestic Politics and 

International Relations. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

¶ �����ǰȱ������ǯȱŗşşŝǯȱȃ����������ȱ��������ȱ������������ȱ��ȱ� �-Level Games and 

������������¢ȱ���������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ�����ǯȄȱJournal of Conflict Resolution. 41.1:  147-

74, 

¶ Martin, Lisa.  2000. Democratic Commitments:  Legislatures and International Cooperation. 

Princeton, NJ:  Princeton UP. 
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/coronavirus/health-requirements
/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf
/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf


/provost/copyright
/provost/copyright
/drc
/registrar/calendars
/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
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UNLV students enrolled in online courses are also expected to read and adhere to the 

Acceptable Use of Computing and Information Technology Resources Policy, 

https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-

resources-policy, which prohibits sharing university accounts with other persons without 

authorization. 

To the greatest extent possible, all graded assignments and assessments in UNLV online courses 

should be hosted in WebCampus-Canvas or another UNLV-managed platform that requires 

ACE login credentials for access. 

Incomplete Grades 

���ȱ�����ȱ��ȱȃ�Ȅȱǻ����������Ǽȱ��¢ȱ��ȱ�������ȱ ���ȱ�ȱ�������ȱ���ȱ�������������¢ȱ���������ȱ

three-fourths of course work for that semester/session, but cannot complete the last part of the 

������ȱ���ȱ������ǻ�Ǽȱ��¢���ȱ���ȱ�������Ȃ�ȱ�������ȱ���ȱ����������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ����������ǰȱ���ȱ���ȱ

instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. F

https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy
https://guides.library.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian
https://ask.library.unlv.edu/
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=8271&hl=
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The spirit and intent of the policy for missed classwork is to offer fair and equitable assessment 

opportunities to all students, including those representing the University in extracurricular 

����������ǯȱ�����������ȱ������ȱ��������ǰȱ���ȱ�¡�����ǰȱ����ȱ��ȱ�������ȱ ����ȱ�����ȱ�ȱȃ����ȱ���Ȅȱ

option for the lowest assignment, quiz, or exam, assigning the student a grade of zero for an 

�¡�����ȱ�������ȱ���ȱ�¡�������������ȱ�������¢ȱ��ȱ����ȱ�������¢ȱ��ȱ���ȱ������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ������¢ȱ������Ȃ�ȱ

�����¢ǰȱ���ȱ��ȱ������������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ�������Ȃ�ȱ�����ȱ��ȱ��������ȱ���ȱ ���ȱ���ȱ���ȱ������ǯ 

This policy will not apply in the event that completing the assignment or administering the 

examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the 

University that could be reasonably avoided. There should be a good faith effort by both the 

instructor and the student to agree to a reasonable resolution. When disagreements regarding 

this policy arise, decisions can be appealed to the Department Chair/School Director, 

College/School Dean, and/or the Faculty Senate Academic Standards Committee. 

 

For purposes of definition, extracurricular activities may include, but are not limited to 

academic recruitment activities, competitive intercollegiate athletics, fine arts activities, liberal 

arts competitions, science and engineering competitions, and any other event or activity 

sanctioned by a College/School Dean, and/or by the Executive Vice President and Provost. 

Rebelmail 

���������ȱ��ȱ����Ȃ�ȱ��������ȱ�����ȱ�¢����ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ���ȱ�¢ȱ���������¢ȱ�����¢ǰȱ�����������ȱ

���ȱ�����ȱ������ȱ���¢ȱ����ȱ������ȱ��ȱ��������Ȃ Rebelmail accounts.  Rebelmail is one of the 

primary ways in which students receive official University communications, information about 

deadlines, major Campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail 

account after they have been admitted to the University. Sending emails within WebCampus-

Canvas is also acceptable. 

Tutoring and Coaching 

The Academic Success Center (ASC), at the Claude I. Howard Building, provides tutoring, 

academic success coaching, and other academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate 

students. For information regarding tutoring subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs 

and services, please visit the ASC website

/asc
https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
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Diversity Statement 

As an institution of higher learning, UNLV represents a rich diversity of human beings among 

its faculty, staff, and students, and is committed to aspiring to maintain a Campus environment 

that values that diversity. Accordingly, the University supports understanding and 

appreciation of all members of its community, regardless of race, sex, age, color, national origin, 

ethnicity, creed, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, marital status, 

pregnancy, genetic information, veteran status, or political affiliation. Please see University 

Statements and Compliance, https://www.unlv.edu/about/statements-compliance. 

 

/about/statements-compliance
/about/statements-compliance
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