PSY 713 Developmental Research

Course and Instructor Information
Semester: Fall 2022

Day/Time: Thursdays 1:00-3:45 pm
Location: CBC B425

Course Website: Available via Canvas

Professor: Dr. Jennifer Rennels

Phone: 702-895-0648

Email: Jennifer.rennels@unlv.edu or use Canvas

Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:30 am

change over time, and their methods, designs, and analyses must capture that change while
catering to the specific capacities of different age groups. The primary goal of this course is for
students to become familiar with the most common methods and designs used to study
development, including their history, strengths and weaknesses, and appropriate interpretation of
outcomes. A secondary goal is to introduce students to various statistical approaches for
analyzing change. Students should come away from the course with an understanding of which
methods, designs, and analyses are most appropriate for answering specific empirical questions.

Learning Objectives
» Describe and apply general principles and ethical considerations in developmental
research.
e Describe, compare, evaluate, and apply methods, designs, and analytical approaches to
examine development.
= Effectively convey your knowledge and ideas in verbal and written format.

Course Etiquette

Everyone has different backgrounds and experiences. As such, I encourage and value
everyone’s input and contributions to class discussions. It is certainly okay to disagree. Just be
respectful when doing so.



Article Presentations: 30%

During most weeks, one student will present an article following the lecture and discussion. You
will find and present one example of the topic of focus that week. For example, during the week
that covers eye tracking & psychophysiological paradigms, you could present an article of a
(preferably current) study that used eye tracking or measured heart rate to assess developmental
questions. Be sure the paper examines developmental change. Each student will present one
article on four different weeks, with each presentation contributing toward 7.5% of your grade.



University Policies

Public Health Directives

Face coverings are mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must
follow all active UNLV public health directives while enrolled in this class. UNLV public health
directives are found at Health Requirements for Returning to Campus. Students who do not
comply with these directives may be asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the
guidelines may result in further disciplinary action according to the UNLV Student Conduct
Code.

Academic Misconduct

Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the University community. We
all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility,
and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the
expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, and are encouraged to always take
the ethical path whenever faced with choices. Students enrolling at UNLV assume the
obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s educational mission. An
example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another
person, from the Internet or any other source without proper citation of the source(s). See the
Student Conduct Code.



Once this requirement is met, the recordings should be deleted. Class recordings are protected
from disclosure, as they are deemed part of an educational record under the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

Copyright

The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves
with, and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely
responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor
defend you, nor assume any responsibility for student or employee violations of fair use laws.
Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal
liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional copyright policy
information is available online.

Disability Resource Center (DRC)
The



To the greatest extent possible, all graded assignments and assessments in UNLV online courses
should be hosted in WebCampus-Canvas or another UNLV-managed platform that requires ACE
login credentials for access.

Incomplete Grades
The grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed
three-fourths of course work for that semester/session, but cannot complete the last part of






A successful learning experience requires mutual respect and trust between the students and
the instructor. Accordingly, the instructor asks that students be willing to listen to one
another’s points of view, acknowledging that there may be disagreements, keep discussion and
comments on topic, and use first person, positive language when expressing their perspectives.
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