
Great Works Academic Certificate Program 

Great Works of Our Intellectual Heritage 

Not all works by an author are listed; the committee will likely accept all works by authors 
on the list. The list is open to change. 

Epic of Gilgamesh 
Homer (?-?) Iliad, Odyssey 
The Hebrew Scriptures 
Hesiod (fl. c. 700 BCE) Theogony, Works and Days 
Tao-te Ching 
Sappho (fl. early 6th century BCE) Fragments 
Confucius (c. 551-479 BCE) Analects 
Aesop’s Fables 
Heracleitus (c. 540 - c. 480 BCE) Fragments 
Aeschylus (525-456 BCE) Tragedies (esp. Agamemnon, Libation Bearers, Eumenides, Prometheus 

Bound) 
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Livy (59 BCE - 17 CE) History of Rome 
Ovid (43 BCE - 18 CE) Works (esp. Metamorphoses) 
Plutarch (46 - c. 120) Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans (esp. Lycurgus, Solon, Caesar, Cato 
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Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1340-1400) Works (esp. Troilus and Criseyde, Canterbury Tales) 
Catherine of Siena (1347-80) The Dialogue 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Thomas à Kempis (c. 1380-1471) The Imitation of Christ 
Sir Thomas Malory (fl. c. 1470) The Death of Arthur 
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) Notebooks 
Desiderius Erasmus (1466?-1536) The Praise of Folly 
Niccolò Machiavelli (1469-1527) The Prince, Discourses on the First Ten Books of Livy 
Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres 
Ludovico Ariosto (1474-1533) Orlando Furioso 
Baldassare Castiglione (1478-1529) The Courtier 
Thomas More (1478-1535) Utopia 
Martin Luther (1483-1546) Commentary on Psalm 101; Three Treatises; Secular Authority; Sincere 

Admonition; Whether Soldiers, Too, Can Be Saved; Commentary on Galatians; Table-Talk 
François Rabelais (c. 1490-1553) Gargantua and Pantagruel 
John Calvin (1509-64) Institutes of the Christian Religion, Commentary on Romans, Commentary 

on the Harmony of the Gospels 
Teresa of Avila (1515-82) Autobiography 
Michel de Montaigne (1533-92) Essays 
François Viete (1540-1603) “Introduction to the Analytical Art” 
John of the Cross (1542-91) Dark Night of the Soul 
William Gilbert (1544-1603) On the Loadstone and Magnetic Bodies 
Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) Don Quixote 
Edmund Spenser (1552?-99) Prothalamion, The Faerie Queene 
Richard Hooker (1553-1600) The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity 
Francis Bacon (1561-1626) Advancement of Learning, Wisdom of the Ancients, History of the 

Reign of Henry VII, New Atlantis, Novum Organum, Advertisement touching an Holy War, Of 
the True Greatness of Britain, Essays (esp. 6,10,11,13,14,16,17,19,29,41,51,55,58) 

Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) The Starry Messenger, Dialogues Concerning Two New Sciences 
William Shakespeare (1564-1616) Works (esp. Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, As You Like It, 

Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth, Coriolanus, The Tempest, Sonnets) 
Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) Concerning the Harmonies of the World, Epitome of Copernican 

Astronomy 
John Donne (1572-1631) Poems (esp. Songs and Sonnets, Elegies, The Anniversary Poems) 
Ben Jonson (1572-1637) Plays (esp. Volpone, The Alchemist, Bartholomew Fair, Sejanus), Poems 
William Harvey (1578-1657) On the Motion of the Heart and Blood in Animals, On the Circulation 

of the Blood, On the Generation of Animals 
Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) The Law of War and Peace 
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) Leviathan 
René Descartes (1596-1650) Rules for the Direction of the Mind, The World, Discourse on Method, 
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Jean Molière (1622-
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George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) Plays (and Prefaces) (esp. Caesar and Cleopatra, Man and 
Superman, Major Barbara, Pygmalion, Saint Joan) 

Booker T. Washington (1856-1915) Selected Writings 
Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) Heart of Darkness, Nostromo, The Secret Agent 
Thorstein Veblen (1857-1929) The Theory of the Leisure Class 
Max Planck (1858-1947) Origin and Development of the Quantum Theory, Where Is Science 

Going?, Scientific Autobiography 
Henri Bergson (1859-1941) Time and Free Will, Matter and Memory, Creative Evolution, The Two 

Sources of Morality and Religion 
John Dewey (1859-1952) How We Think, Democracy and Education, Reconstruction in 

Philosophy, Human Nature and Conduct, Experience and Nature, The Public and Its Problems, 
The Quest for Certainty, Liberalism and Social Action, Experience and Education, Logic 

Edmund Husserl (1859-1938) “Philosophy as Rigorous Science,” “Philosophy and the Crisis of 
European Man,” The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology 

Anton Chekhov (1860-
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Jacques Maritain (1882-1973) The Degrees of Knowledge, Art and Scholasticism, True Humanism, 
The Rights of Man and Natural Law 

Virginia 
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Albert Camus (1913-60) The Myth of Sisyphus, The Stranger, Caligula 
Ralph Ellison (1914-94) Invisible Man 
Walker Percy (1916-90) The Moviegoer, Love in the Ruins 
Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn (1918-2008) The First Circle, Cancer Ward 
Thomas Kuhn (1922-96) The Structure of Scientific Revolutions 
Flannery O’Connor (1925-64) Selected Stories 
Gabriel García Márquez (1928-2014) One Hundred Years of Solitude, Love in the Time of Cholera, 

The General in His Labyrinth 
Chinua Achebe (1930-2013) Things Fall Apart 
Derek Walcott (1930-2017) Omeros 
Toni Morrison (1931-2019) Beloved 
Wole Soyinka (1934- ) A Dance of the Forests, The Strong Breed, The Road, Kongi’s Harvest 
Seamus Heaney (1939-2013) Death of a Naturalist, Door into the Dark 
J. M. Coetzee (1940- ) Life and Times of Michael K, Disgrace 
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