Course Syllabus



5. synthesize textual interpretation and argument-evaluation in clear, precise, and well-
organized written expression.

Required Texts:

1. Descartes, René. Meditations on First Philosophy. With Selections from the Objections
and Replies, translated by Michael Moriarty (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).
ISBN: 9780192806963. Available at Amazon and the UNLV Bookstore. If ordering online,
make sure that you are getting the correct edition.

2. All other readings for the course are available on Canvas/Webcampus. Individual
readings are available in the Readings by Topic folder and are also linked to in the
Course Schedule page. In addition, all of these texts are assembled in the Early Modern
Philosophy Reader. 2020 Edition



https://www.amazon.com/Meditations-First-Philosophy-Selections-Objections/dp/0192806963
https://unlv.instructure.com/courses/85941/pages/detailed-course-schedule-with-readings

Undergraduate students must write three papers. The first assignment will be on Descartes; the
second will offer a choice of Spinoza or Leibniz; and the third will be on Locke, Berkeley, or
Hume. Topics will be announced during the semester. (Note: Graduate students enrolled in
PHIL 603 must write the first 5-page paper and then one more 10-15 page paper based on their




UNLV Policies

Public Health Directives
Face coverings are mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must



securely, and are subject to the Nevada System of Higher Education’s Records Retention
Policy, meaning that the recordings can only be deleted 120 days after the end of class (i.e.,
after grades are posted). Once this requirement is met, the recordings should be deleted.
Class recordings are protected from disclosure, as they are deemed part of an educational
record under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

Copyright

The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves
with, and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely
responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor
defend you, nor assume any responsibility for student or employee violations of fair use laws.



courses should be hosted in WebCampus-Canvas or another UNLV-managed platform that
requires ACE login credentials for access.

Incomplete Grades

The grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed
three-fourths of course work for that semester/session, but cannot complete the last part of the
course for reason(s) beyond the student’s control and acceptable to the instructor, and the
instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. For
undergraduate courses, the incomplete work must be made up before the end of the following
regular semester. Graduate students receiving “I” grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level courses
have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the discretion of the instructor. If course
requirements are not completed within the period indicated, a grade of “F” will be recorded, and



College/School Dean, and/or the Faculty Senate Academic Standards Committee.



VI.

VII.

10.

11.
12.

Baruch (Benedict) Spinoza (1632-1677)

Spinoza on Substance & God
Spinoza on The Human Mind, Knowledge, & Freedom

G. W. Leibniz (1646-1716)

Leibniz on Truth, Necessity & Human Freedom

John Locke (1632-1704)

Locke’s Empiricist Metaphysics, Freedom, & Personal Identity
Locke on Empiricism & The Extent of Human Knowledge

George Berkeley (1685-1753)

Berkeley’s Idealism

David Hume (1711-1776)

Hume: Skepticism or Skeptical Realism?
Hume: Skepticism, Personal Identity, & Common Life
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