
M.A. in Criminal Justice 

Welcome 
Welcome to the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice program at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
This program improves a student's understanding of the nature, causes, and consequences of crime 
and crime control. Based on the tradition of the liberal arts, the program emphasizes the symbiotic 
relationship between crime and the structure of society and the interplay between criminal justice 
theory and practice. These relationships are explored through course work in criminological theory, 
law and social control, the administration of justice, and crime and public policy. Courses offer 
students advanced knowledge concerning the nature of crime, criminal justice institutions and 
processes, current criminal justice policy and training in research methods, statistics, and program 
evaluation. Upon completion of the program, students will have furthered their understanding of 
crime and the criminal justice system. Graduates will be prepared for career advancement and to 
conduct evaluations of policies and programs within various agencies in the justice system, teach at 
the community college level, and pursue doctoral study in criminology and criminal justice. 

Our Criminal Justice M.A. program capitalizes upon the strengths of our faculty and the unique 
opportunities that our dynamic city and region provide. We offer a variety of exciting electives 
educational opportunities, including mentorship and training in unique areas such as crowd 
management, surveillance studies, human trafficking, forensic testimony, and comparative criminal 
justice. We also offer research opportunities and studies in more traditional areas of criminology and 
criminal justice, including policing, corrections, juvenile delinquency, gender and crime, and white 
collar/corporate crime. 

Our program provides exceptional mentorship and instruction. We are committed to assisting you 
with your academic and career goals and look forward to your future success. 

Lee Bernick, Ph.D., Chair 
Seong Park, Ph.D. Graduate Coordinator 

mailto:valarie.burke@unlv.edu
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Department Graduate Faculty 
A current listing of the graduate faculty can be found in the UNLV Graduate Catalog. Faculty must 
hold graduate faculty status to be involved in graduate education at UNLV. For up to date 
information regarding graduate faculty status in your department, visit the Graduate Faculty status
web page.

Program Information 
Master of Arts - Criminal Justice

Contact Information 
Department of Criminal Justice

Department Chair 
Dr. Lee Bernick 
Office: Greenspun Hall (GUA) Room 5144 
Email: lee.bernick@unlv.edu 
Phone: 702-895-4440 

Graduate Coordinator 
Dr. Seong Park 
Office: Greenspun Hall (GUA) Room 5142 
Email: seong.park@unlv.edu 
Phone: 702-895-1306 

Department Main Office 
Office: Greenspun Hall (GUA) Room 5150 
Email: crjdept@unlv.nevada.edu
Phone: 702-895-0236 

Program Requirements for Master of Arts �t Criminal Justice 

Program requirements regarding admission, coursework, and culminating experience are found in the 
graduate catalog.

The Master of Arts in Criminal Justice program is a 36-credit program that requires students to 
complete course work and a culminating experience �² either a thesis or comprehensive examination. 
The program requires the completion of seven core courses (21 credit hours), 9-12 credit hours of 
elective credits (typically three-to-four, three-credit courses), and either �V�L�[���P�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���W�K�H�V�L�V���F�U�H�G�L�W�V or 
three comprehensive examination credits. A full listing of courses and program description are 
available on the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice program page in the Graduate Catalog. 

Degree Program Benchmarks
�0�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���7�K�H�V�L�V�����6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���D���P�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���W�K�H�V�L�V���W�R���I�X�O�I�L�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W��
should register for three credits of CRJ 797 in both the first and second semesters of their second year of study.

During the first semester of pre-thesis work, students will form their thesis advisory committee (see 
Advisory Committee Guidelines below) and produce and orally defend a proposal that outlines the 
nature, related literature, questions/hypotheses, methods, and significance of the project. Following a 
successful proposal defense, the Prospectus Approval form must be completed through the Grad Rebel
Gateway portal. Only after an Prospectus Approval has been completed and approved, can students
be eligible to enroll in CIRJ 797 (thesis credits).

During the second semester
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when determining the outcome of the defense. If the defense is successfully passed, and following 
the completion of any revisions/additions requested by the committee, the student must complete 
the Culminating Experience Results form in the Grad Rebel Gateway portal before submitting the thesis 
to the Graduate College to initiate the format review. Criminology and Criminal JusticeMasters
students should follow the format of The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
(most current edition) and refer to the Graduate College Thesis and Dissertation Guidelines when 
writing a thesis. If the defense is not successfully passed, the student will be recommended to be 
placed on probation to the Graduate College. See Catalog for defense policies and processes. 

Comprehensive Examination. Students choosing to complete a comprehensive examination to fulfill 
their culminating experience requirement should register for three credits of CRJ 796 in the second 
semester of their second year of study. 

The comprehensive examination is administered on the second Friday of the third month of each 
semester (October and March) �L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�Q���8�1�/�9�·�V���F�D�P�S�X�V. The closed-book examination is 
composed of two sections: (1) criminal justice topics and theory and (2) methods of evaluation and 
analysis. Students are required to provide essay-style answers to a set of questions (3 to 4) for each 
section. Although the examination is closed-book, the students are provided with a reading list at the 
beginning of the semester that they will use to guide their preparation for the examination. A hard 
copy of that reading list �² without any markings on it �² can be used during the exam. All cell phones, 
backpacks, bags, laptops, etc. will be kept in a secure location outside of the exam room during the 
exam periods unless a student has an accommodation from the Disability Resource Center.  

The examination is administered in two, three-hour blocks �² one 3-hour block for each section plus 
one hour for a lunch break. After completing the examination, the faculty members who serve on the 
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and the Graduate Coordinator. Students requesting a change must submit a Change of Advisory 
Committee Form through the Grad Rebel Gateway portal. Thesis/dissertation advisory committee 
changes will not be recognized by the University without a completed Change of Advisory 
Committee Form.  

Advisory Committee Guidelines for Culminating Experience �t Comprehensive Examination 
A formal advisory committee is not required for students who choose to complete a comprehensive 
examination as their culminating experience. 

Sample Program Timeline for Master of Arts �t Criminal Justice 
�x Year 1: complete required courses prior to completing elective credits

�x Year 2: complete all required courses, complete elective credits, successfully complete a culminating 

experience (thesis or comprehensive examination)
Students are encouraged to submit a Plan of Study Form (Parts I and II) through the Graduate Rebel Gateway 
portal, during the first semester of their second year of study.  

Thesis Guidelines and Deadlines 
In consultation with their thesis Chair, students should develop a projected timeline for thesis completion, including 
deadlines for draft reviews and revisions. Drafts and established timelines must adhere to the posted Graduate 
College Thesis and Dissertation Format and Submission Guidelines, as well as Graduation Deadlines. 

Professional Code of Ethics/Discipline Guidelines for all M.A. in Criminal Justice 
Students 
UNLV Graduate College policy regarding academic integrity can be found in the graduate catalog.

Annual Review Procedures 

Annual Mandatory Individual Development Plan: Each winter break and early spring term, graduate students 
are required to complete the Graduate Student Individual Development Plan (IDP) form [Formerly known as the 
Student Annual Review]. The review covers the prior calendar year and assesses student progress, and it establishes 
reasonable goals for the year ahead. Faculty Advisors/Graduate Coordinators have the option to provide feedback 
to each student�·s submitted IDP and provide acknowledgement that they have reviewed the IDP. Reported student 
�G�D�W�D���L�V���V�K�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�V���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W��
s�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�[�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�Gmentoring plans so that students 
know what they need to do3311.33 3 ( )]TJ
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University Resources 
The Graduate Academy: Innovative Leadership, Professional, and Career Development

The goal of the Graduate Academy is to serve as a virtual resource providing support and many professional 
opportunities to UNLV graduate students. The Academy offers information about events and services such 
as graduate certificate programs, workshops, training sessions and career services.  You can follow Academy 
activities via social media or look for regular updates on the website. 

Academic Success Center 

The goal of the Academic Success Center is to help students do well academically and complete they studies 
on time. They offer or will refer you to such programs and resources as tutoring, advising, skills testing, 
career exploration and more. They guide students every step of the way to the many established resources 
created to ensure they complete their educational goals. Learn more about the programs and services the 
center currently offers.

Alumni Association 

With an alumni base 140,000+ strong, the UNLV Alumni Association offers a variety of services and 
opportunities in support of alumni and their families. UNLV alumni are encouraged to support the values of 
higher learning through advocacy, involvement, and giving.

Commencement Office  

Located in the UNLV Office of the Registrar, the commencement office is the last step in the graduation 
proces. n 
your diploma; for all other information about gr]TJ
ET84.duate student degree completion and graduation, including 
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Intersection helps ensure students, particularly first-generation and students of color, successfully navigate 
their academic careers. Here, all members of campus can discuss their differences, discover their similarities, 
and build a shared sense of belonging. 

UNLV Libraries  

UNLV Libraries has always been more than books; they are about encouraging students and creating quality 
programs that elevate growth and learning. Please visit their website for important information about the 
services they offer to graduate students. 

Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA)  
The Graduate & Professional Student Association serves all currently enrolled University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas graduate and professional students. The GPSA maintains the Graduate Student Commons located in 
the Lied Library room 2141 and Gateway Building PDAC Room. The facility a working office equipped 
with a copier, fax, flatbed scanners, color laser printer, office supplies, and computers with printers and a 
small kitchen area. The GPSA is the graduate student governance body at UNLV; the GPSA Council 
consists of one graduate student representative from each graduate department, and they meet monthly. The 
GPSA also provides volunteer opportunities, sponsors social events, and supports graduate student research 
through the graduate research and travel grants program.
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�x Jean Clery Campus Safety and Security Report

�x Proof of Immunization

�x Policies and Procedures on the Protection of Research Subjects

�x Rebelmail Policy

�x Student Conduct Code

�x Student Computer Use Policy

�x Title IX 
UNLV does not discriminate in its employment practices or in its educational programs or activities, 
including admissions, on the basis of sex/gender pursuant to Title IX, or on the basis of any other 
legally protected category as is set forth in NSHE Handbook Title 4, Chapter 8, Section 13. Reports of 
discriminatory misconduct, questions regarding Title IX, and/or concerns about noncompliance with 
Title IX or any other anti-discrimination laws �R�U���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���8�1�/�9�·�V���7�L�W�O�H���,�;��
Coordinator Michelle Sposito.  

The Title IX Coordinator can be reached through the online reporting form, by email at 
titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu, by phone at (702) 895-4055, by mail at 4505 S. Maryland Parkway, Box 
451062, Las Vegas, NV, 89154-1062, or in person at Frank and Estella Beam Hall (BEH), Room 555.

To ensure compliance with Graduate College policies and procedures, please review the relevant sections of 
the Graduate Catalog: 

�x Academic Calendar

�x Academic Policies

�x Admission and Registration Information

�x Degree Progression Policies & Procedures

In addition, the Graduate College website contains additional information regarding policies and procedures. 

Nothing in this handbook supersedes any NSHE, UNLV, or Graduate College policy. 

Handbook Information 

Last revised Revised by Changes summary 

3/31/2022 Melissa Rorie Updated links; MA Comprehensive Examination Information 
updated to clarify the examination procedures (votes: 
3/30/2022 5-0-0) 

3/31/2024 Seong Park Update the contact information of the Department Chair 
(votes: 3/15/2024 5-0-0) 




