
 

 

Master’s Degree in 
Journalism and Media 
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The Hank Greenspun School of Journalism and 
Media Studies offers a Master of Arts degree 
focusing on research and creative projects. The 
program is committed to the proposition that 



 

Overview 

The Journalism and Media Studies (JMS) program offers courses of study for students with a 
career orientation in diverse areas such as advertising, public relations, broadcast and print 

http://www.unlv.edu/ma/jms
https://www.unlv.edu/jms
https://faculty.unlv.edu/jkilker
mailto:julian.kilker@unlv.edu
https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa


 

 

The School of Journalism and Media Studies is located on the first two floors of 
Greenspun Hall, housing staff and faculty offices as well as graduate assistant 
offices. Located on the corner of Maryland Parkway and University Drive, 
Greenspun Hall is the home of the Hank Greenspun School of Journalism and 
Media Studies and the College of Urban Affairs. The building features state-of-
the art classrooms, research, and production facilities. The 302,000- square-foot 
Lied Library offers comfortable seating, group study rooms, and graduate 
resources. It is one of the most modern university libraries in the United States, 
hosting hundreds of computer workstations, automated storage and retrieval 
systems, and a media distribution system. Its Special Collections lab is the only 
one of its kind in the state. 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/financing
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/financing


 

week. Applications for assistantships are submitted through the Graduate College and are 
due March 15 each year. 

Graduate Admissions Requirements 

Graduate application requirements and procedures are available through the Graduate Catalog 
website Future Students. Start your JMS graduate application at UNLV JMS. 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/futurestudents
https://www.unlv.edu/ma/jms


 

Degree Options 

JMS offers two Master’s degree tracks: 

The thesis (research or creative) track involves taking 24 credits of courses and an 
additional



http://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis
http://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis)
https://goo.gl/43sud1


 

The Prospectus 

Before the student begins his or her research or creative thesis, he or she writes a prospectus, 
which is a plan for the project. The prospectus includes an introduction explaining your study’s 
purpose, how you will do it, and a timeline for completing the thesis. A prospectus meeting is 
scheduled, ideally in the student’s second semester, in which the student’s 
committee makes suggestions for completing the study. Committee members will receive the 
prospectus no later than two weeks prior to the meeting. 

Oral Defense 

The oral defense must be scheduled at least three weeks before the end of the semester. No oral 
defenses will occur in the summer unless agreed upon by all committee members. After   the 
thesis is completed, the student distributes it to committee members no less than two weeks 
before a desired defense date. At the defense, the student discusses the thesis with the committee 
in a spirit of cooperative good will, understanding that the faculty may question any aspect of the 
thesis and ask for further improvements. Make sure to follow deadlines   from the Graduate 
College. 

Defense Results 

The defense of the thesis may result in any of three decisions:  Pass; pass with revisions; or, no 
pass. The most common of these three results is to pass with revisions, with revisions ranging 
from simple editing of style, grammatical errors, and so forth, to substantial rewrites of entire 
sections of the thesis. The committee may decide to either “sign off” on the thesis or not at 
the time of this decision depending on the extent of the revisions. The committee may also 
want to see the final revisions or not. Signing off on the thesis means   that the committee 
agrees to sign the appropriate forms for the completion of the thesis. Again, they may decide to 
do this either at the time of the defense or after revisions are completed. If the thesis passes 
outright, then the student will have no further revisions except those that the Graduate College 
may request. The committee signs off on the thesis at the time of the defense. In the rare event 
that the student’s thesis is not passed, the student will at that time be separated from the program 
and not granted a master’s degree. 

Milestones & Required Forms 

The Graduate College has required forms for the appointment of your advisory committee 
(and changes to your committee, if necessary), to outline your degree program requirements, 
to document your successful prospectus defense, and to document your final thesis defense 
and submission of your final document, as well as other forms to assist you as you progress 
through your program. All are available on the Graduate College Forms site: Graduate 
College Forms. 

Upon admission, there are several forms that will need to be completed and submitted by the 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/forms
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/forms
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/study-timeline


 

Form: 

1.



 

Examination Track Details 

The 30-semester hour exam track culminates in three activities: the satisfactory completion of 
written comprehensive exams, the submission of a Graduate Education Portfolio, and satisfactory 
completion of an oral examination. The student works with his/her faculty advisor (whom the 
student selects) to compose a Faculty Committee. The development and completion of the Graduate 
Education Portfolio is negotiated between the student and the faculty advisor (see guidelines below). 

Typical Examination Track Schedule 

Students may take three or more semesters to complete their degree program. 

Semester Course 
Number 

Course 
Title 

Credits 

Fall (first 
semester) 

JMS 710 

JMS 712 

Preparing and communicating research 

Quantitative Methods 

3 

3 

 JMS 730 Theories of Journalism and Media 
Studies 

3 



 

The Written Exam 

Composition. The written exam consists of several questions that cover the depth and breadth of 
knowledge one should obtain in a master’s-level graduate program. The student will be asked to 
answer questions in detail in two 4-hour sessions over two consecutive days. Answers to the 
questions should be detailed, well-written, and show the student’s range of knowledge in the areas 
addressed. Questions will be tied to specific course material the student covered in their program of 
study with emphasis on core course material (712, 730). Theory, method, and various other research 
tech





 

which they receive a “B-” grade or higher. A “C” grade in a course means that that course 
does not count in the program of course work. Receiving two “C” grades is grounds for 
termination from the program. 

Pass/Fail: Graduate courses are not normally offered on a pass/fail basis except for thesis, 

professional papers, or for non-credit courses. 
´;µ�*UDGH��An X grade is used to identify unfinished thesis credits. 
´,µ�*UDGH��If a student receives an Incomplete grade in a graduate-level course, the instructor may 
determine a period, not to exceed one year, for removal of the “I” from the student’s record. If after 
a year the student fails to complete the work, the Registrar automatically 
changes the grade to an “F.” The “I” grade is used when a student has not completed 
course requirements and the instructor judges the reason to be satisfactory.  

UNLV Policies require graduate students to have a minimum 3.0 program GPA to graduate.  

Summer Courses 

UNLV offers graduate courses in journalism and media studies during two of its three 
summer sessions (Sessions II and III). Summer sessions are five weeks long. Graduate 

students may take classes during these sessions, but only up to 12 semester hours of credit 
(four classes). No more than 6 credit hours may be earned in any one summer session.  
Summer is also a good time to seek classes outside the major and to prepare your research or 
creative thesis. 

Transfer Credits 



 

6)  Application for 
Graduation 

7) Program Evaluation Form 

Due Date 

Before completing more than 15 
credits of course work (during 2nd 
semester) 

Before completing 12-16 credit 
hours 

After your prospectus meeting 

Before applying for graduation and 
no later than the first week of the 
semester in which you plan to 
graduate 

After thesis defense (3rd or 4th 

semester) Check Graduate College 

Website 

At the time you file for graduation 



 

These are required forms. You will need several others, filed on an as-needed basis. Most forms are 
available as from the Graduate College form site (Graduate College Forms) 

Advising and Your Advisor 

From the moment you are admitted to the master’s program you have an advisor — the 
Graduate Coordinator. You may always contact or meet with the Graduate Coordinator for 
advisor, ideas, or other forms of academic counseling. Eventually you will want to work with a 
faculty member on your thesis. That person may or may not be the Graduate Coordinator.  
You may select from current graduate JMS faculty, as listed on the Hank Greenspun School of 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Here are answers to some of the questions we often hear from graduate students and those 

interested in our graduate program. 

Who is Hank Greenspun? 

The School of Journalism and Media Studies 
is named after public advocate and Las 
Vegas Sun   publisher/founder  Hank 
Greenspun  (1909-1989). Greenspun 
confronted major public issues, using the 
power of the press to fight corruption and 
demagoguery, and championing the welfare 
of the poor and disenfranchised in society. 
Greenspun's legacy lives on at the Hank 
Greenspun School of Journalism and Media 



 

their careers. 

How long does it take to complete the 

degree? 

Usually three to four semesters, which 
includes some work during the summer, for a 
total of 30 course credits. Some working 
students choose a lighter course load and take 
more time. You’ll learn the basics during the 
first year, and spend most of your second year 
working on a major project, mentored by a 
group of professors. Our graduate program is 
very flexible and encourages personalization: 
During the second and third semes1.35 ( )-179.0176 (s)-1lts



 

might have one member of your committee who 
is knowledgeable on the topic and another who 
will help you on the methods. Many students 
find their thesis advisor and committee 
members by taking the courses with a professor 
and finding out that they have similar interests. 
Of course, it’s also important to pick a 
committee who you can work with and who will 
challenge you to produce the best piece of 
research you possibly can. You can find a 
detailed description of the composition of a 
graduate committee in the Graduate Catalog. 

Who should I choose for the outside 

member of my committee? 

An outside member, also called the Graduate 
College Representative (see Thesis Track section 
above under committee composition for a 
description) is often chosen based on a course 
you might take outside the School of Journalism 
and Media Studies (you can take up to 6 credits 



 

can also serve as the first chapter of your 
thesis. If you chose to do a non- traditional 
thesis, you will also be required to develop   a 
prospectus (depending on your project, you 
might or might not use prospectus content 
directly in your final non-traditional thesis). It 



 

minimum number of sources) for a Lit. 
Review; however, do feature your best 
sources. In the Lit. Review, you may also 
provide definitions of key terms, or outline 
hypotheses you’d like to test (if you’re using 



 

Discipline Resources 

Areas of Specialization 

Bates: First Amendment law; political communication; privacy 
Borchard: Journalism history; reporting; research methods 

Burroughs: Digital, social, and streaming media; media industries; sports media 
Kilker: Media technologies; visual media; research methods 
Larson: News production; media workflow; critical cultural studies 
Miller: Narrative and documentary media; global media 
Nourse: Audio broadcasting; media workflow; production pedagogy 
Stoker: Advertising; public relations; media history 
Traudt (emeritus): Audience reception; global media; video criticism; advertising 
Venger: Strategic communication; regulations; human trafficking; technology 

Library Resources 

Susie Skarl, Urban Affairs Librarian 
UNLV Libraries 

4505 Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89154 
Email: 



 

Visual Communication Quarterly 

Other Publications: American Heritage; Slate; The New York Times; The Wall Street Journal; 

The Washington Post; The Spectator of London; Times Literary Supplement 

http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/about-alumni
http://www.unlv.edu/commencement
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduation-deadlines
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current
http://www.unlv.edu/diversityinitiatives


 

Disability Resource Center (DRC)  
The DRC is committed to supporting students with disabilities at UNLV through the 
appropriate use of advocacy, accommodations, and supportive services to ensure access 
to campus courses, services, and activities. The DRC is the university-designated office 
that determines and facilitates reasonable accommodations in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
Graduate students with disabilities must disclose to the DRC in order to receive 
appropriate accommodations. 

Office of International Student and Scholars 
International Students and Scholars (ISS) ensures compliance with both SEVIS (Student 
and Exchange Visitor Information System) and federal law, so that the university can 
continue to be authorized by the U.S. federal government to enroll international students; 
host and hire international scholars; assist and advise employment eligibility and 
authorization relating to international students and scholars, and visa, travel, and 
immigration issues; provide cri (SSi)8 (s9es)-7 (tr t)4 (o recu>23.1(t and)-4 ( a);
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http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/iss
https://www.unlv.edu/womenscenter
https://www.unlv.edu/intersection
http://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/gpsa
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/


 

¶ Creating opportunities for involvement in the process; and 

¶ Striving to uphold the values and ethics that advance the common good. 

Military and Veteran Services Center 
The Military and Veteran Service Center is staffed with veterans and veteran education 
benefits- experienced staff to assist more than 1,800 veterans, dependents, active duty 
service members, National Guard members, and reservists attending UNLV. Their 
mission is to develop a welcoming, veteran-friendly campus environment that fosters 
academic and personal success. 

The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office  
The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office supports higher-education access and 
persistence by providing financial aid to eligible students. The office partners with student 
organizations, the UNLV Foundation, the Graduate College, and other external 
constituents to provide financial aid learning opportunities and scholarship support for 
graduate students. 

Writing Center  
This is 

https://www.unlv.edu/veterans
http://www.unlv.edu/finaid
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
http://www.unlv.edu/veterans/deploy
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/forms#C
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/ferpa
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current/healthinsurance
http://police.unlv.edu/policies/campus-report.html
http://www.unlv.edu/admissions/immunizations
http://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/review-boards
https://www.it.unlv.edu/rebelmail
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/student-conduct-code.html
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies
https://www.unlv.edu/compliance/titleIX
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&amp;layout_id=18
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&amp;layout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog


 

In addition, the Graduate College website contains additional information regarding policies and 

procedures. 

Nothing in this handbook supersedes any NSHE, UNLV, or Graduate College policy.  
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