
 

Master of Arts in Political Science Program Handbook 

Welcome 
Mission Statement 
The Department of Political Science offers a general Master of Arts degree with concentrations in American 
Politics (including public policy and public law), Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political 
Theory. Students can normally expect to complete the program in one-and-a-half to two years. The graduate 
program in political science is designed to prepare graduate students for doctoral studies, teaching positions 
at secondary schools and community colleges, or employment by government agencies, research 
centers, or private industry. 

Purpose 
The purpose of this handbook is to provide program specific information that is not found in the UNLV 
Graduate Catalog. Students are responsible for understanding and following the policies and procedures 
delineated in this document and the UNLV Graduate Catalog, as well as the NSHE Code, UNLV Bylaws, and 
the UNLV Student Conduct Code. Questions about policies should be directed to the Graduate College: 
valarie.burke@unlv.edu or GradAssociateDean@unlv.edu. 

Department Graduate Faculty 



Program Requirements 
Program requirements regarding admission, coursework and culminating experience are found in the 
graduate catalog. 

Degree Requirements 
Students may take courses in American Politics (including public law and public policy), Comparative 
Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory. Completion of the program requires a minimum of 
30 credits beyond the BA. 

a. Core curriculum (18 credits) 
(i) Methods in political science (six credits) 
(ii). Proseminars (12 credits): American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political 
Theory 
b. Major Field (six credits not including the pro-seminar): students select one of the four fields as their 
major field of study 
c. Direct readings (six credits): to be taken as students are 

 



you have defended it. 

When you have successfully defended 



Assignments held by graduate assistants vary from semester to semester. Assignments are normally made in 



Commencement Office 
Located in the UNLV Office of the Registrar, the commencement office is the last step in the graduation 



graduate student representative from each graduate department, and they meet monthly. The GPSA also 
provides volunteer opportunities, sponsors social events, and supports graduate student research through 
the graduate research and travel grants program. 

Office of Student Conduct 
The Office of Student Conduct is a student-centered, service-oriented office located within the Division 
of Student Affairs. The Office of Student Conduct collaborates with the UNLV community to provide an 
inclusive system through enforcement of the UNLV Student Code of Conduct by: 

¶ Promoting awareness of student rights and responsibilities; 
¶ Establishing accountability for student choices; 
¶ Creating opportunities for involvement in the process; and 
¶ Striving to uphold the values and ethics that advance the common good. 

Military and Veteran Services Center 
The Military and Veteran Service Center is staffed with veterans and veteran education benefits-

http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
http://www.unlv.edu/veterans/deploy
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/forms#C
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/ferpa
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current/healthinsurance
http://police.unlv.edu/policies/campus-report.html
http://www.unlv.edu/admissions/immunizations
http://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/review-boards
https://www.it.unlv.edu/rebelmail
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/student-conduct-code.html
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies
https://www.unlv.edu/compliance/titleIX
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&amp;layout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu


To ensure compliance with Graduate College policies and procedures, please review the relevant sections 
of the Graduate Catalog:  

¶ Academic Calendar 

¶ Academic Policies 

¶ Admission and Registration Information 

¶ Degree Progression Policies & Procedures 

In addition, the Graduate College website contains additional information regarding policies and 
procedures. 

Nothing in this handbook supersedes any NSHE, UNLV, or Graduate College policy. 
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