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Degree requirements 

Students may take courses in American Politics (including public law and public policy), Comparative 
Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory. Completion of the program requires a minimum of 60 
credits beyond the BA or 48 credits beyond the MA (in the latter case, the department will determine the 
distribution of the 48 credits, based on the student’s transcripts of prior work). In the former case, the 60 
credits are to be distributed as follows: 

a. Core curriculum (at least 18 credits) 
(i) Methods in political science (six credits) 
(ii)  Research Tool: The research tool can be fulfilled with one of three options: 

a. Foreign Language: Students must demonstrate knowledge of the equivalent of two years of a 
single foreign language, through either an examination or 12 credits of college-level course 
work. Those credits would not count toward the required total. This requirement must be met 
prior to admission to candidacy. No grade below ―B‖ will be accepted. The foreign language 
selected must be approved by the department as relevant for the student’s research. 

b. Quantitative Methods: With approval from the department, a student 
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(e.g., the exam committee plus the tiebreaker if applicable) grade all responses as Pass with Distinction. 

Another part of the comprehensive
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professor does not do so, students should use a method specified in a style book (e.g., Kate L . � d � µ � Œ � � � � � ] � � � v � [ � A M a n u a l f o r W r i t e r s of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations) or make use of the Style Manual for Political Science, which is available from the American Political Science Association. Annual Review Procedures Each winter break and early spring term, graduate students are required to complete the Graduate Student Individual Development Plan (IDP) form. The review covers the prior calendar year and assesses student progress, and it establishes reasonable goals for the year ahead. Reported student 
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University Resources 
Leadership and Professional Development Academy 
The goal of the Professional Development Academy is to serve as a virtual resource providing support and many 
professional opportunities to UNLV graduate students. The Academy offers information about events and services 
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The Intersection 
The Intersection is a one-stop resource for UNLV’s highly diverse student body — a comprehensive multicultural 
center grounded in the academic life of our students. As an intersecting campus resource, the Intersection helps 
ensure students, particularly first-generation and students of color, successfully navigate their academic careers. 
Here, all members of campus can discuss their differences, discover their similarities, and build a shared sense of 
belonging. 

UNLV Libraries 
UNLV Libraries has always been more than books; they are about encouraging students and creating quality programs 
that elevate growth and learning. Please visit their website for important information about the services they offer to 
graduate students. 

Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA) 
The Graduate & Professional Student Association serves all currently enrolled University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
graduate and professional students. The GPSA maintains the Graduate Student Commons located in the Lied 
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University Policies and Procedures 
Graduate students are responsible for knowing and acting in accordance with UNLV Policies and Procedures. To view 
the most commonly referenced campus policies and procedures, you can refer to the Graduate Student Handbook, 
and following websites: 

�x Academic Integrity  
�x Activation for Military Service 
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