
COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Description 
It is my intent that this course supports the learning success of all students. Diversity of student backgrounds and 
perspectives is welcome and respected in this course. Suggestions about how to improve the course are encouraged. 

BIOL 191 is primarily intended for biological-sciences majors (non-majors are strongly encouraged to take BIOL 100 or 
BIOL 189 to fulfill general education requirements for a laboratory science course). The course explores organismic 
biology in an evolutionary context, covering basic principles including speciation, biodiversity, structure and function, 
reproduction, physiology, and ecology of major groups of eukaryotic and prokaryotic organisms, from bacteria to 
mammals. A laboratory section (BIOL 191L) is a co-requisite for the lecture section (BIOL 191A). Although there are 
distinct lecture and lab sections, attention is given to creating a complementary and cohesive learning experience across 
the lab and lecture sections. BIOL 191A is a 3-credit course. Attendance is required 
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Please refer to the current catalog, https://catalog.unlv.edu/index.php, for additional information on University Policies. 

Public Health Directives 
Face coverings are mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must follow all active UNLV public 
health directives while enrolled in this class. UNLV public health directives are found at Health Requirements for 
Returning to Campus, https://www.unlv.edu/coronavirus/health-requirements. Students who do not comply with these 
directives may be asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the guidelines may result in further disciplinary action 
according to the UNLV Student Conduct Code, https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-
Code.pdf, including being administratively withdrawn from the course. 

Academic Misconduct 
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the University community. We all share in upholding the 
fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility, and professionalism. By choosing to join the 
UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, and are 
encouraged to always take the ethical path whenever faced with choices. Students enrolling at UNLV assume the 
obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s educational mission. An example of academic 
misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another person, from the Internet or any other source 
without proper citation of the source(s). See the Student Conduct Code, https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-
conduct. 

Any occurrence of plagiarism, cheating, or any other form of academic misconduct will result in a failing grade for 
the entire course and an annotation of academic misconduct on the student’s transcript. In addition to other 
examples listed in the Student Academic Misconduct policy, obtaining/viewing/use of/distribution of Publisher’s 
materials designed for instructor use (quiz questions, exam questions, assignments, activities, etc.) is prohibited and 
constitutes academic misconduct. 

Auditing a Course 
Auditing a course allows a student to continue attending the lectures and/or laboratories and discussion sessions 
associated with the course, but the student will not earn a grade for any component of the course. Students who audit a 
course receive the same educational experience as students taking the course for a grade, but will be excused from exams, 
assessments, and other evaluative measures that serve the primary purpose of assigning a grade. 

Classroom Conduct 
Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves in class and in the libraries in ways that do not interfere with 
the rights of other students to learn, or of instructors to teach. Use of devices such as cellular phones and pagers, or 
other potentially disruptive activities are only permitted with the prior explicit consent of the instructor. Students are 
specifically prohibited to record classes without instructor authorization, including online/remote classes (either 
audio only, or video and audio). The instructor may rescind permission at any time during the class. If a student does not 
comply with established requirements or obstructs the functioning of the class, the instructor may initiate an 
administrative withdrawal of the student from the course. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic forced some instruction to be delivered remotely starting in Spring 2020, numerous 
students have asked instructors to record their synchronous classes, so that they can access them at their convenience. 
Instructors who agree to record their classes (audio only, or video and audio) should inform students in advance. Recorded 
lectures may not be broadly released to anyone, but made available exclusively to those students enrolled in the class 
during the particular academic term. Recorded lectures must be stored securely, and are subject to the Nevada System of 
Higher Education’s Records Retention Policy, meaning that the recordings can only be deleted 120 days after the end of 
class (i.e., after grades are posted). Once this requirement is met, the recordings should be deleted. Class recordings are 
protected from disclosure, as they are deemed part of an educational record under the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA). 

Classroom Surveillance 
Nevada Revised Statutes (State Law) 396.970 Surreptitious electronic surveillance on campus; exceptions. [Effective 
January 1, 2017.] 

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, it is unlawful for a person to engage in any kind of surreptitious 
electronic surveillance on a campus of the System without the knowledge of the person being observed. 
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Syllabus Certification Form for BIOL 191A Section 1003 

Instructor Dr. David M. Choate, PhD 
Semester Spring 2022 
Lecture Section BIOL 191A-1003 

Instructions: Carefully read the three statements below. Print this page, then fill in the required information. 
You may type your printed name, NSHE number, and the date, if you wish. Your signature must be 
completed by hand. (Note: If you are unable to complete this form by hand, please communicate with your 
instructor) 

1. My signature below indicates that I have read, I understand, and I agree to uphold all policies 
contained within the Biology 191A Syllabus for the 2022 Spring Semester.  

2. I understand that it is my responsibility to become familiar with and uphold all university 
policies and all policies contained within the UNLV Student Conduct Code , 
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/ 

3. I understand that my exams will not be graded if this form is not fully complete and received by 
Friday, February 11, 2022 and points may be deducted. 

Print Name: _________________________________  

Signature: __________________________________  

NSHE Number: ___________________  

Date: ___________________________  




