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Course Information 

Course Description/Purpose
It is my intent that this course supports the learning success of all students. Diversity of
 student backgrounds and perspectives is welcome and respected in this course. 

 ● Understanding of the basic structure and function of genes in prokaryotes and eukaryotes 
 ● Understanding of how genes are transmitted from generation to generation in prokaryotic and 

 eukaryotic systems 
 ● Understanding of how genetic mutations lead to genetic variation and allele interactions 
 ● Knowledge of the basic genome organizations in all groups of organisms 
 ● Knowledge of how transposable elements and viruses shape organismal genomes 
 ● Mechanistic understanding of protein synthesis in all organisms 
 ● Mechanistic understanding of how genes are expressed and regulated in eukaryotes 
 ● Basic understanding of genome packaging and chromatin structure 
 ● Understanding how genome packaging leads to epigenetic effects and epigenetic inheritance 
 ● Basic understanding of how recombinant DNA technology is re-shaping modern society 

Assessment of Course Learning Objectives





● Students must directly communicate with the instructor. The instructor is not allowed to 
communicate with friends, family members, or anyone else about matters related to individual 
students within this course. 

ǒ Questions about the course material are the only topics that will be addressed before or after 
lecture. Questions related to grades, absences, scheduling make up assignments, and any
other personal matters will only be addressed during scheduled appointments.

● Email through WebCampus is the best method of communication; communication through 
non-UNLV platforms (ex: aol, yahoo, hotmail) is NOT allowed and will NOT be responded to. 

● Messages will typically be addressed within 2 to 3 business days (M through F, 9AM through 5PM). 
You are welcome to send an email at 10:30 PM on Saturday however the response will likely come 
on Tuesday or Wednesday. 

Exam and Attendance Policies 

Exam Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory at all exams, and all exams contribute to the course grade. Three 
lecture exams will consist of multiple-choice and short answer questions. These exams will be based 
primarily upon the lecture material presented in class; key concepts from the textbook may also be 
included. 

● The instructor may excuse absence from an exam if the absence was due to observance of 
a religious holiday, due to a UNLV extracurricular activity, due to military service, or due to a 
medical or legal emergency. 

�R If the absence is due to religious observances or sanctioned university events, you 
must notify the instructor by email 2 weeks prior to the exam. 

�R If the absence is due to a documented medical or legal emergency, within 3 business 
days of the missed exam you must email your instructor AND provide original 
documentation (NOT A COPY) on official letterhead, signed by a physician or legal 
authority justifying the absence. 

�R If the absence is due to Covid or Covid exposure, follow the UNLV reporting 
guidelines and notify your instructor for further instructions. 

● In the case of an appropriately documented excused absence, a makeup exam may be 
administered. 

ǒ ALL make up exams will be held the last Friday of the semester and may consist
entirely of essay questions.

● An unexcused absence from an exam will result in a score of zero. 

A cumulative final exam will be given during the assigned final exam time slot. The final exam will be 
composed of multiple-choice and/or short answer questions. All students must take the final exam. 

Assignment and Grading Policies 

In-class Assignments (Graded)
A variety of individual and group learning activities will occur during class; some assignments will be 
collected and graded. 

Missed Assignments
Two in-class assignments will be dropped to accommodate missed classed. The requirements to make 
up a missed assignment are the same as those take up a missed exam. 

Grading Policies
The final overall course percentage will be calculated as follows: 

Assessment Percentage 

Unit Exams (1, 2 and 3) 45% 

Final Exam (comprehensive) 20% 
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Assessment Percentage 

In-class Assignments 10% 

Discussion Quizzes 25% 

Total 100% 

The course letter grade will be assigned based on the following guidelines: ��

Letter Grade 

A 

Percentage Range 

100.0 to 90.0% 

A- 89.9 to 88.5% 

B+ 88.4 to 87.0% 

B 86.9 to 80.0% 

B- 79.9 to 78.5% 

C+ 78.4 to 77.0% 

C 76.9 to 70.0% 

C- 69.9 to 68.5% 

D 68.4 to 60.0% 

F < 60.0% 

Letter grades will not be assigned to individual assignments or examinations. Note that the scale above 
is based on past performance of thousands of students in this course; students should not expect 
grades to be curved. Students are reminded that it is their responsibility to take necessary steps if they 
decide to withdraw from or audit this class. Failure to attend classes and/or exams does NOT result in 
an administrative withdrawal. Failure to withdraw from a class usually results in an “F” being recorded 
on the student’s transcript. 

Any occurrence of plagiarism, cheating, or any other form of academic misconduct will result in
a failing grade for the entire course and an annotation of academic misconduct on the studentôs 
transcript. 

University Policies 

Public Health Directives 
Face coverings are currently mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must 
follow all active UNLV public health directives while enrolled in this class. UNLV public health directives 
are found at Health Requirements for Returning to
Campus

 
, https://www.unlv.edu/coronavirus/health-requirements. Students who do not comply with 

these directives may be asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the guidelines may result in 
further disciplinary action according to the UNLV  Student Conduct 
Code, https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf, including being 
administratively withdrawn from the course. 
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to the Department Chair/School Director, College/School Dean, and/or the Faculty Senate Academic ��
Standards Committee. 

For purposes of definition, extracurricular activities may include, but are not limited to academic 
recruitment activities, competitive intercollegiate athletics, fine arts activities, liberal arts competitions, 
science and engineering competitions, and any other event or activity sanctioned by a College/School 
Dean, and/or by the Executive Vice President and Provost. 

Personal Violence 
If you (or someone you know) experiences stalking, domestic/dating violence, or sexual assault, please 
know, you are not alone. There are resources that can help. The UNLV CARE Line is a 24-hour 
confidential and anonymous hotline that can guide you to those resources: 702-895-0602. 

Rebelmail 
Rebelmail is UNLV’s official email system for students and by University policy, instructors and staff 
should only send emails to students’ Rebelmail accounts. Rebelmail is one of the primary ways in 
which students receive official University communications, information about deadlines, major Campus 
events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been 
admitted to the University. Sending emails within WebCampus-Canvas is also acceptable. 

Tutoring and Coaching 
The Academic Success Center (ASC), at the Claude I. Howard Building, provides tutoring, academic 
success coaching, and other academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For 
information regarding tutoring subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, please 
visit the ASC website, https://www.unlv.edu/asc  or call 702-895-3177. The ASC is located across from 
the Student Services Complex (SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of 
SSC A, Room 254. Drop-in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library, and on the 
second floor of the College of Engineering building (TBE A 207). 

UNLV Land Acknowledgement 
UNLV is situated on the traditional homelands of Indigenous groups, including the Nuwu or Nuwuvi, 
Southern Paiute People, descendants of the Tudinu, or Desert People. We honor and offer gratitude for 
those who have stewarded the land; for the land itself; and for the opportunity to cultivate a thriving, 
diverse, inclusive, and just scholarly community here today that works for a better tomorrow for all. 

UNLV Writing Center 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the 
Writing Center , https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ located in the Central Desert Complex, Building 3, Room 
301 (CDC 3–301). Walk-in consultations are sometimes available, but students with appointments 
receive priority assistance. Students may make appointments in person or by calling the Center, 
telephone 702-895-3908. Students are requested to bring to their appointments their Rebel ID Card, a 
copy of the instructions for their assignment, and two copies of any writing they have completed on their 
assignment. 

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. 

Any changes will be announced during lecture and via WebCampus. 
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