
HON 440 – The Women of Hip Hop 
Course meets Monday-Friday from 1:00-2:30 via Zoom 

Instructor:   

Office:  RLL 150  

Office Hours: Summer hours by appointment only (after class typically works best)  

“We need a feminism that possesses the same fundamental understanding held by any true student of hip-hop.  Truth can’t be found in the voice of any one rapper but in the juxtaposition of many.”  

― Joan Morgan, When Chickenheads Come Home to Roost (1999) 

Course Description 

Women have routinely shaped hip hop culture from its very beginning.  This seminar explores the complexity, contradictions, and contributions of female rappers through assigned readings and music playlists.  Moreover, since the work of female rappers is often overlooked and undocumented, students will work to revive their legacies through response papers, presentations, and transcribing missing lyrics on 

Genius.com.  The central tenet of this class is that we have been mis 

Required Text 
Iandoli, Kathy. God Save the Queens: The Essential History of Women in Hip-Hop. New York: Dey St, 

2019. 

All other readings will be available on WebCampus.   

I will also provide students with Spotify playlists curated for each class.  If you do not already have a Spotify account, you will need to create one.  To access my playlists, add my username bblankfield 

Occasionally, I will have music videos on YouTube for you to watch in addition to the reading.  

http://Genius.com
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June 9 – Pough, Gwendolyn D., Check It While I Wreck It, Chapter 1 (15-40) – Theorizing Race, Rap, 
Gender, and the Public Sphere 

June 10 – Pough, Check It While I Wreck It, Chapter 3 (75-102) – The Rhetoric of Wreck 

June 11 – Iandoli, Kathy, God Save the Queens, Intro, Chapters 1-3 (1-5; 19-45) – Founding Mothers 
of Hip Hop 

June 12 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapters 4-6 and interlude (48-84) – Rivalry and Early Market 
Pressures 

Week 2 – Hip Hop (&) Feminism 
June 15 – Wallace, Michele, “When Black Feminism Faces the Music, and the Music Is Rap;” 
Pareles, Jon, “The Women Who Talk Back in Rap;” Mills, David, “Sister Souljah’s Call to Arms; The 
Rapper Says the Riots Were Payback. Are You Paying Attention?” – The Sister Souljah Moment 

June 16 – Rose, Tricia, Black Noise Chapter 5 (146-175) – Theorizing Black Women Rappers 

June 17 – Rose, Chapter 5 cont. (175-182); Morgan, “hip-hop feminist,” When Chickenheads Come 
Home to Roost, 27-62. – Hip Hop Feminism? 

June 18 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapters 7-8 (85-112) – A Feminine Touch in the Gangsta 
World? 

June 19 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapters 9, 10, and interlude (115-147); Morgan, “The Bad 
Girls of Hip Hop: Their Sweet Success Brings Home Bitter Truths” (1997) – Harlot or Heroine? 

Happy Juneteenth! 

Week 3 – Negotiating Public Spaces for Women 
June 22 – Moynihan, Daniel Patrick, “The Negro Family: The Case for National Action” [The 
Moynihan Report], Chapters 1-4 (1-45) – The Tangle of Pathology? 

June 23 – Perry, Imani, Prophets of the Hood, Chapter 6, part 1 (155-175) – Maneuvers toward Gender 
Liberation 

June 24 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapter 13 (173-183); Morgan She Begat This, 74-89 – Lauryn 
Hill and Motherhood 

June 25 – Clay, Andreana, “‘I Used to be Scared of the Dick’: Queer Women of Color and Hip-Hop 
Masculinity;” Keyes, Cheryl L., “Ain’t Nuthin’ but a She Thang,” only read page 319 – Queer 
Women and Hip Hop 

June 26 – Esposito, Jennifer and Bettina Love, “More Than a Video Ho: Hip Hop as a Site of Sex 
Education About Girls’ Sexual Desires.” – Does Hip Hop Empower Women? 

Week 4 – The Visibility of Female Rappers 
June 29 – Fleetwood, Nicole R., “Excess Flesh: Black Women Performing Hypervisibility,” (105-
113; 132-145) – The Hypervisibility of Black Women 

June 30 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapters 11, 12, 14, 15 (149-172, 193-210) – First Ladies and 
the Impeccable Missy Elliot 

July 1 – Iandoli, God Save the Queens, Chapters 16, 17, and interlude (213-242) – Sex (Still) Sells 






