
MUS 143-1001 Diction for Singers I 

Credit Hours: 1 
Required Materials: 

• Adams, David. A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French, 2nd Ed. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 

• LaBouff, Kathryn. Singing and Communicating in English: A Singer’s Guide to English 
Diction. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 

• Collins Italian Dictionary: Fully Revised and Updated—American English Usage. New York: 
HarperCollins Publishers, 2007. 

Course Description:This class will aid the student in developing their skills in English and Italian 
lyric diction. Students will hone these skills through the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), 
recitation, translation, and performance. 

Learning Outcomes: The student will: 

• perform vocal works in English and Italian where the articulation and meaning of the words are 
clearly understood by the audience. 

• establish a foundation of good diction through the practice and use of the International Phonetic 
Alphabet. 

• cultivate the performer through recitation of lyrical poems in English and Italian. 
• cultivate more advanced musicianship skills through song preparation and performance, 

particularly the use of song translations. 
• develop the vocabulary and tools necessary to be articulate about one's voice and others' voices 

in a clear, concise, and collegial manner. 

Course Requirements 
Attendance: 
Regular attendance is a must. Please make every effort to arrive promptly, alert, and prepared for class. 
Please do not come into the classroom late, it is disruptive to me and your colleagues. For every two 
unexcused absences, your grade will be lowered 10 percentage points (10%). For every unexcused 
absence the student will also forfeit any credit for assignments, quizzes, or exams due during the class 
missed. Late work for unexcused absences will not be accepted. 

If you must miss, arrive late, or leave class early, please notify me at least 24 hours in advance via 
email (hochman@unlv.nevada.edu), by phone (201-556-8739), or in person; I will send you an email 
confirming the receipt of your request. I understand the previous does not cover all cases. I will be 
willing to reasonably accommodate extenuating circumstances (i.e.: family emergencies, sudden 
illness) that are documented and brought to my attention within 72 hours (3 days). Late work that is a 
result of an excused absence will be due the following class. 

Dress: 

mailto:hochman@unlv.nevada.edu


mailto:(hochman@unlv.nevada.edu
music.unlv.edu/events.html


mutually agreed upon between you and your voice instructor. A form will be handed out to document 
this, and will require the signatures of your voice instructor and yourself; any student who does not turn 
in the form and a clean copy of their selection by assigned due date will receive a grade of zero (0) for 
their final performance.The written portion of the exam will be held during finals week (TBD). 

Failure to complete either portion of the final will result in a failing grade for the class. 

Grading**  
• A: 90-100 
• B: 80-89 
• C: 70-79 
• D: 60-69 
• F: 59 and below 
• **UNLV's plus and minus system is used

within this grading scale 
Grade distribution 
• Recital Review Papers (2): 10% 
• Assignments: 10% 
• Quizzes: 25% 
• Midterm Exam: 25% 
• Final: 30% 

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. An addendum will be provided 
as necessary. 
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