
Introduction to Music  Education 
MUS 271-1001 – 1 credit 

4:00 – 5:45 pm -  Monday, HFA 224 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

 
 
Office Hours Monday 1:30 – 3:30 and Wednesday – 2 – 4 p.m. 
Tel 
e-mail 

 
Catalogue Description 

 
An introduction to the profession of music education including historical and philosophical 
foundations and current trends in teaching. 

 
Prerequisites and Corequisites: None 

 
Course Purpose and Description: This course is designed to help music majors explore music 
education and help them to evaluate their attitudes about teaching. It is a required course for 
admission into many teacher education programs. Course materials will help students to explore 
his or her personal motivation for teaching, understand the structure of the American public 
school music programs, become aware of the changing nature of education, and to identify and 
recognize the historical and philosophical foundations of music education as they are manifest in 
current programs.  A field experience is required. 

 
Learning Objectives:  Students will 

 
• Identify personal motives for wanting to teach; 
• Articulate the requirements for teacher licensure; 
• Describe the relationship between teacher effectiveness and the Praxis Assessment for 

Beginning Teachers; 
• Provide examples of ethical responsibilities and legal rights associated with the teaching 

profession; 
• Discuss the school as an organization; 
• Examine the historical development of the American public school music programs; 
• Describe the impact of school diversity upon American schools and music programs; and 
• Identify the role of technology in music programs and teaching. 

Text and Materials: OnMusic Education: An Introduction available through the publisher’s 
website: http://www.connect4education.com

Hardware/Software Requirements: CD-ROM, Pentium Class Computer, 32 MB RAM, 14.4 
bps modem (or faster), Real Audio player (downloadable for free) multimedia speakers, Adobe 
Acrobat Reader (free download), and one of the following Web browsers:  Internet Explorer, 

http://www.connect4education.com


Firefox, Safari.Microsoft Word is the software used across the campus – your word processing 
software must be compatible. 

Class Format: Class format will be lecture, online instruction, discussion forums/live chat, and 
written assignments, and audio-visual presentations. For this class, students are expected to 
contribute to class discussions, online and in person, with high energy and interest. 

 
Course Ground Rules: Participation is required. Expect to communicate with other students in 
projects and learn how to navigate in WebCampus 
. 

1. Log onto the course site no less than twice per week to keep abreast of course 
announcements. 

2. Punctuality – all quizzes, exams and bulletin board postings must be done in a timely 
manner and will not be accepted after a published deadline. BE AWARE OF 
THE DEADLINE TIMES 12:00 a.m. usually means midnight of the day before 
YOU thought it was due. 

3. If and when you encounter technical problems, please contact tech support 
immediately. 

4. Observe course etiquette at all times. 
 
You must have your current WebCampus log-in and password current in order to be able to 
access the course materials. 

This course uses the resources of the World Wide Web (WWW) to deliver, reinforce, and 
challenge you with a new form of teaching and learning. Therefore, you will be expected to: 

 
• Communicate with me and your classmates using the electronic mail (e-mail); 

• Access the course materials including the video clips, PDF files, resources lists and links, 
and graphics through the course web site and the publisher’s text site; 

• Notify me of any problems that you may have accessing the materials. 
 
Although the material has been assessed, tested, evaluated, and analyzed, the format and method 
of delivery is relatively new and may be, at times, challenging. Rather than be frustrated by 
difficulties or obstacles, embrace them and learn from them. 

 
Use of Technology: Students will be introduced to technology that is specific to the teaching of 
music in the music classroom. In addition, teacher candidates will utilize audiovisual equipment 
to model strategies (e.g., incorporation of music files into PowerPoint™ presentations) when 
appropriate. Students will also use the Internet and World Wide Web to access the text, to 
evaluate teaching sites, gather ideas for teaching and learning, and plan activities where students 
utilize technology in learning. 

 
Diversity: This course fosters the development of the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 
necessary for teacher candidates to design and organize instruction and assessment including 
musical activities based upon the diverse learning needs of all students. Candidates are provided 
with opportunities through both direct instruction and field activities to gain experience for 



http://www.unlv.edu/studentlife/drc
http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright


4. Do not send large attachments without permission. 
5. Respect the privacy of other class members. 

 
Discussion/In-Class and Live Chats: 

 
1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 
2. Try to maintain threads by using the “Reply” button rather than starting a new topic. 
3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion 

group.  Be respectful of other’s ideas. 
4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before entering 

your remarks. 
5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks. 
6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 
7. Introduce yourself to other learners in the chat sessions. 
8. Be polite; choose your words carefully; do not use derogatory statements. 
9. Be prepared to open the chat session at the scheduled time. 
10. Be constructive in your comments and suggestions. 
11. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner. 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus if necessary due to time 
constraints or other unforeseen events. If this is necessary, members of the class will be notified 
as soon as possible by E-MAIL and posted on the ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 
Health Issues: Students are expected to maintain a state of health that permits them to function 
in the instruction offered. Proper nutrition and adequate rest form the basis for this condition. 

 
Evaluation: Evaluation will be based on attendance/participation, student performance on all 
quizzes and tests, written, online, and in-class assignments, tests on instrument proficiencies, and 
semester notebook. This course is a professional methods course; attendance is required. 
Absences beyond the school policy (2) are considered excessive and may result in the student 
being dropped from the course. Unexcused absences will be reflected in the final grade. 

 
Course Evaluation Table 

Course Activity Percentage 
Attendance/Participation 25% 
Tests/Quizzes/Midterm/Final 50% 
Written Assignments 25% 

 

PLEASE NOTE: YOU CANNOT PASS THIS CLASS WITHOUT COMPLETING ALL OF 
THE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
High quality of work is expected, as are regular and punctual attendance, neatness, 
diligence, and similar signs of professionalism. Expect to spend a minimum of four hours 
per week outside class in preparation for this course. All reading assignments are to be 
finished by the assigned date. 
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