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C O U R S E S Y L L A B U S 

C O U R S E   D E S C R I P T I O N 

This course provides an overview of the history and development of jazz in America, 
from its roots in the pre-jazz styles of the late 19th century up through the bebop era 
of the 1940’s to its contemporary styles of the present.  Through lectures and class 
discussions, readings, listening to recordings and viewing historical videos, students 
will gain knowledge of the evolution of jazz and its important role in American 

basics is helpful for success in this class.  There will be a listening component in 
exams in which students will need to identify various bands, artists, forms and 
styles.  Regular quizzes during the semester will help students track their progress. 

Adult	content	&	themes	will	be	discussed	&	viewed	during	lectures	

S T U D E N T   L E A R N I N G   O U T C O M E S 

• The Student will differentiate the various styles of Jazz.
• The Student will list both the names & the instruments of the most influential

jazz musicians in addition to the famous groups with which they played.
• The Student will identify the influences of those most influential jazz

musicians
• The Student will define the chronology of jazz through both the major styles

& through the artists & the improvisational styles with which they each
represented.

• The Student will recognize the chronology of key recordings and why they
are still revered today.

• The Student will explain the great contributions of African-Americans to Jazz.
• The Student will describe the primary elements of Jazz, including

improvisation & the concept of swing.

Where do you, the 21st century student, see this music going?  How has technology 
taken the music to new heights?  What are some of the new methodologies being 
used dictating how history will be written? (i.e. Jam of the Week) 

L E C T U R E   C O N T E N T 

A. The Elements
















