
UNLV  
MUS 408 

Form and Analysis Syllabus 

Materials Handouts and/or PDFs to print off/Download prior to class 
Staff Paper, Notebook 

Materials to be Covered: 
1. Function and basic procedures of analysis 
2. Motive, figure, phrase, sub-phrase and period 
3. Binary and Ternary Forms 
4. Invention, Fugue, and Other Contrapuntal Techniques 
5. Vocal Forms 
6. Popular Music Forms 
7. Sonata and Related Forms 
8. 20th and 21st Century Analytical Techniques (Introduction to Post Tonal Analysis) 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1) The student will  recognize musical structures from their smallest to largest components. 

2) The student will analyze all musical structures, including: 

A- 90 - 94 F  59 and below 



General Class Rules 

1. Attendance will be taken, since class participation is part of the grade. Three unexcused absences may result in disenrollment from 
the class, or a grade of 'F.' Two tardies will be considered an unexcused absence. Texting me right before class is NOT an 
excused absence. 

2. Electronic devices (cell phone, iPad, laptop, etc.) must be placed on silent mode or turned off during class time, unless otherwise 
state (i.e., looking at scores). 

3. The book, workbook, staff paper, and any other resources I ask for you to print out are required for each class. 

4. In the event that you are unable to come to class to hand in homework/pick up assignments, it is YOUR responsibility to email me 
or drop off your assignment at my office on or before the time it is due. It is also YOUR responsibility to ask me or someone 
else about the assignments due next class. 



 Class Schedule 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Any additional changes will be communicated in class and via email. 
In the event that you miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to obtain assignments/handouts. 

Week 1: August 30 and September 1 
Tuesday: Introductions 

     Discussion of syllabus 
     Topic: Basic procedures of analysis and talking/writing about music 

    Phrase Structure and Motivic Analysis (phrase, subphrase, period, motives) 

Thursday: Topic: Phrase Structure and Motivic Analysis (phrase, subphrase, period, motives) 

Week 2: September 6 and 8 
Tuesday:  Due: 

      Topic: Binary and Ternary Form 

Thursday: Due: 
      Topic: Binary and Ternary Form 

Week 3: September 13 and 15 
Tuesday: Due: 

Topic: Invention, Fugue, and other Contrapuntal Techniques 

Thursday: Due: 
      Topic: Invention, Fugue, and other Contrapuntal Techniques 

Week 4: September 20 and 22 
Tuesday: Due: 

Topic: Invention, Fugue, and other Contrapuntal Techniques (cont.) 

Thursday: Due: 
 Topic: Invention, Fugue, and other Contrapuntal Techniques (cont.) 

Week 5: September 27 and 29 
Tuesday: Due: 

Topic: Vocal Forms 

Thursday: Due: 
     Topic: Vocal Forms 

Week 6: October 4 and 6 
Tuesday: Due: 

Topic: Vocal Forms 

Thursday: Due: 
  Topic: Vocal Forms 

Week 7: October 11 and 13 
Tuesday: Due: 

Topic: Popular Music Forms 

Thursday: Due: 
      Topic: Popular Music Forms 

Week 8: October 18 and 20 
Tuesday & Thursday: Midterm project presentations and written analyses due on day of presentation 
Analysis of a 19th or 20th century contemporary classical vocal piece: presentation on piece (audio excerpt, 1-pg handout with 
analysis of 1 excerpt, and general info on piece); Hand in analysis of piece at end of presentation. 








