Compose a minimum of music under the supervision of your instructor (as specified in this
syllabus under Minimum Requirements)
Write short compositional exercises based on the repertoire analyzed, or in the materials studied

Grading Policy:

The final grade of all composition students, undergraduate and graduate, will take into account the
following aspects:

Quality and length of music composed during the semester: 60%*
Research and analysis work: 10%

Attendance to composition seminar: 10%

Participation in seminar activities: 10%

Attendance to Nextet and other UNLV concerts: 10%

*The quality and length of the music will be evaluated by the instructor (40%) and the juries (20%)

Aspects of the Composition Program Subject to Grade:

Quality and length of music composed during the semester: (see minimum requirements on
following page)

Research and analysis work: analysis of works that serve as a model for the current
composition project in composition lessons

Attendance to composition seminar: includes all regular seminars, lectures and masterclasses
with guests artists, open rehearsals, orchestra, wind orchestra, and other ensemble readings.

Participation in seminar activities: include active engagement in lectures and masterclasses,
presentations about works in progress by students and analysis of 20th- and 21st-century
repertoire

Nextet and other UNLV concerts: All concerts featuring compositions by students, faculty,
guests, and masterworks performed by Nextet, as well as other UNLV ensembles or guests artists,
performed locally, that are important learning opportunities for composition students.






2.

In their 3rd year, composition students are required to present a junior recital that includes
performance on their instrument and at least 15 minutes of their own music approved by their
instructor.

In the senior year students are required to give a full recital of their compositions approved by
their instructor.

Minimum requirements for Graduate Students (MUSA 661W):

1.

2.

3.

4.

Each semester graduate students must complete a minimum of 20 minutes of music approved by
their instructor.

These works should demonstrate understanding and high quality writing of different genres and
ensemble combinations.

Each student must complete at least one work for orchestra or wind orchestra at some point
during their degree.

The graduate recital must include a minimum of 60 minutes of music approved by their
instructor.

Piano Proficiency for all Composition Majors in upper division

In order to register as an upper division composition major (MUSA 451), all students should be able to
play, as a minimum:

1.
2.
3.

Play all major or minor scales in 2 octaves

Sight-read a Bach chorale and pieces from Books 1 & 2 of Bartok's Mikrokosmos.

Perform works on the level of Mozart's and Clementi's Sonatinas, Beethoven's Sonata Op. 49,
Schoenberg's Op. 19, Schumann's Scenes from Childhood, etc.

Realize figured bass exercises on the piano to show practical knowledge of keyboard harmony.
Recommended textbook: R.O. Morris, Figured Harmony at the Keyboard, Part 1, Oxford
University Press

Composition Juries and Recital Hearings

Composition Juries
All composition students enrolled in MUSA 451 or MUSA 661W will have their work evaluated at the
end of every semester by a jury composed by faculty members. Composition juries will take place during
the week of final exams. Two hard copies of all scores composed during the semester and their recordings
(MIDI acceptable) should be submitted for evaluation at least one week before the day of the jury. Scores
should be engraved using any professional music notation software. Recordings can be submitted as
sound files in a memory stick, via email, or ina CD.

Composition juries as well as junior, senior, and master recitals will evaluate the following aspects in
each composition:

Formal organization

Melodic construction

Pitch organization

Rhythmic organization

Texture and instrumental writing
Unity, character, and expression
Notation

Junior, Senior, and Master Recitals Preliminary Hearing






students in the composition studio.

Week 13 to 14

Transcribe drafts into a professional notation
software (Finale, Sibelius, MuseScore) and
complete composition of the pieces. Discuss
notation decisions, tempos, dynamics, articulations,
and balance with your instructor and performance
students and faculty. Report on this work to your
instructor.

Week 15 to 16

Revise final notation of the project, elaborate parts
for individual performers. Have ready score and
parts for final juries and for performance during the
following semester.

UNLYV Policies, next page






https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject
https://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/asc
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
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