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science whout political theory. As such, every student of the discipline mus
grasp of the overarching theoretical wrks that have shaped the study of poli
centuries. We Wl begin wth the ethical Plato, folloed by the logical Aristotle, ¢
religious St. Augustine, proceeding to the practical Machiavelli, confrontin
admiring the romantic Rousseau, and concluding wh the materialist MarxU
course, students should be ®ll-versed in the basic tenants of the political ph
acgired the necessary analytical skills to comprehend and engage in genera
philosophy.

Readings for the course include the following texts:

Augustine, Political Writings. (Selections will be provided via e-mail)

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government.

Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince.

Karl Marx, Selected Writings.

Plato, The Republic Of Plato.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract With Geneva Manuscript and Political Economy.

Format of this course will primarily revolve around lectures and class discussions, with the assigned
readings for the day being explained, analyzed and discussed. Lectures will be provided as general
introductions to the stylistic and systemic distinctions between the theorists covered in class, introducing
students to the debates and general discourse that is common among political philosophers. Since being
present at lectures and partaking in discussions is vital for this course, attendance is mandatory, as is
preparation for each class. Students are encouraged to closely and thoroughly read the assigned readings. |
also encourage my students to email me with any questions or concerns they may have with the readings
as they prepare for class. If you find yourself confused, stuck, or uncertain about what you are reading, |
will be more than happy to provide clarification and context. As such, | expect every student to be
prepared for class with at least a basic understanding of the assigned readings.
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Course Schedule and Topics

08/29 - Introduction (The Philosophy of Political Thought, Structure and Method)

08/31 - The Republic, pp. 3-55

09/05 - The Republic, pp. 93-141, 152-161

09/07 - The Republic, pp. 184-220

09/12 - The Republic, pp. 221-244, 251-264, 272-281

09/14 - Lecture on Aristotle as Pupil and Critic of Plato; No Readings

09/19 - Lecture on Medieval Political Philosophy; Augustine Political Writings,
Christianity and Politics; Law and Self-Defense

09/21 - Augustine Political Writings, The Use of Persecution; War; EXAM 1 Assigned

09/26 — Lecture on Early Modern Political Philosophy; The Prince, Dedicatory Letter,

Chapters 1-5

09/28 - The Prince, Chapters 6-13

10/03 - The Prince, Chapters 14-20

10/05 - The Prince, Chapters 21-26

10/10 - Second Treatise of Government, Chapters 1-5

10/12 - Second Treatise of Government, Chapters 7-12

10/17 - Second Treatise of Government, Chapters 13-19;

10/19 — Lecture on Edmund Burke and Introduction to Rousseau; On the Social Contract,

Books 1/ ESSAY ASSIGNED; EXAM 2 Assigned

10/24 - On the Social Contract, Book 2

10/26 - On the Social Contract, Book 3

10/31 - On the Social Contract, Book 4

11/02 - Lecture on Hegel and Introduction to Marx; Selected Writings, Communist
Manifesto

11/07 — Selected Writings, Communist Manifesto

11/09 — Selected Writings, The German ldeology

11/14 - Selected Writings, The German Ideology

11/16 - Lecture on Contemporary Political Philosophy (Nietzsche)

11/21 — Lecture on Existentialism
11/22 — 11/25 - NO CLASS / THANKSGIVING RECESS

11/28 - Work on Interpretive Essay

11/30 - Interpretive Essay Due

12/05 — Study Week / Work on Group Project
12/08 - Group Projects Due / Exam 3 Assigned
12/15 - Final Examination/Exam 3 Due





















