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This style guide summarizes the formatting guidelines for papers submitted to the American Society of 

Microbiology (ASM) journals, generally used by students and scholars in microbiology.  
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REFERENCES  

References in this journal are numbered and ordered sequentially as they appear in the text. Each reference 

should include the full last name and first initial(s) of every author and/or editor for each reference. Do 

QRW�DEEUHYLDWH�DXWKRU�OLVWV�ZLWK�´HW�DO�µ��&RPPRQ�MRXUQDO�WLWOH�DEEUHYLDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�National 

Center for Biotechnology Information databases. The next page illustrates how the references should be 

numbered and aligned in the ASM References page. 

Example: Formula:  

Journal Article  

Caserta E, Haemig, HAH, Manias DA, Tomsic J, Grundy 

FJ, Henkin TM, Dunny GM. 2012. In vivo and in vitro 
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SAMPLE REFERENCES PAGE  

      References 

1. Madigan MT, Martinko JM, Sthal DA, Clark DP. 2001. Brook Biology of Microorganisms (13th ed.). 

Pearson, Boston.  

2. Leboffe MJ, Pierce BE. 2010. Microbiology, laboratory theory & application (3rd ed.). Morton Publishing, 

Englewood. 

3. Staley JT. 2006. The Bacterial Species Dilemma and the Genomic-phylogenetic Species Concept.  

Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci 361:1899-1909.  

IN-TEXT CITATIONS  

ASM utilizes a citation-sequence system where references are listed in the order in which they appear in a 

paper. Each reference receives a unique number and citation numbers in-text are placed in parentheses 

following the quoted or paraphrased writing, as follows:  

▪ Selective media are used to bolster the growth of a certain organism while inhibiting the growth of 

others (1).  

The following refence exceptions that are cited in-text rather than on the refences page and appear 

parenthetically in the text. Other exceptions include citations in the abstract and supplemental material, 

information about which can be found at https://journals.asm.org/references.  

Unpublished data . . . in a process described above (E. Ramirez and G. 

Schneider, unpublished data).  

Websites . . . as suggested by the World Health Organization 

(https://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-
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