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ABSTRACTS 

An abstract is a complete and concise description of a paper�³ essentially, it is the entirety of your research 
condensed into one paragraph. Abstracts and introductions are NOT the same. Unlike an abstract, an 
introduction provides detailed background information and a framework for the topic(s) being discussed in 
the paper. 

Abstracts are often used for indexing papers in large databases and are �O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���E�H���D���U�H�D�G�H�U�·�V���I�L�U�V�W��
introduction to your work. A strong abstract should include keywords that make your paper easy to find 
and encourage the reader to read your paper in full. Check with the requirements of the discipline, journal, 
and/or style guide requirements to meet their formatting and content requirements. 

Basic Components of Most Abstracts 

�x 150-250 words long* �x Readable style 
�x Placed on a separate page �x Accurate and non-evaluative language 
�x 
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Results 

Third, summarize the main research results. While you may not have room for all of your findings here, 
you still want to highlight the most important findings. It  is critical to include the specific results you found 
through the methods you explained previously. 

Discussion 

Lastly, help the reader to come away with a clear understanding of the main point that your research has 
either proven or argued. Here, you should discuss the main conclusion(s) of your research. Ask yourself, 
what is the most important takeaway that needs to be expressed? 

ABSTRACT EXAMPLE (SOCIAL SCIENCES) 
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