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Course Description (in Graduate Catalog) 
Designed to assist a cohort of doctoral students in varying stages of 
dissertation development: prospectus writing, research design, data 
collection, data analysis, and oral defense.   

Course Description 
(Course 
Introduction) 

SPA Standards 
Addressed: 
Standard Domain 
Areas Addressed in 
this Course 

InTASC Standards Addressed 
Standard #4: Content Knowledge. The teacher understands the central 
concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she 
teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline 
accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the 
content. INTASC Principles 

Addressed in this 
Course (please 
insert three 
subcomponents to 
them 
(performance, 
essential 







Project #2:  A Poster Suitable for Professional Presentation.  
The assignment requires you to create a poster-based presentation using a provided 

PowerPoint template. The content of the poster will be based on a single research article of your 
choice. This poster should not be designed to critique the research article, but rather to articulate 
the findings from it to your colleagues in the T&L doctoral program. You will want to consider 
including the following elements from the research into your poster: research questions, purpose 
statement, theoretical foundation, method description, findings, conclusions, and implications. 
Make it look nice (i.e., effective visual representation of ideas, numbers, and concepts). 

Project #3: A Trine of Choices. 
Choice 1. A research article critique. This assignment requires you to select a research article 
from your emphasis area and provide copies for the seminar (e-PDF copies) at least one week 
before the discussion. You will then prepare for leading a discussion in class by posting a 
discussion guide with a summary of the article and critical questions aimed at deconstructing the 
review in terms of the author’s research question(s), purpose statement, theoretical foundation, 
methodology and criteria for inclusion of particular studies, findings, conclusions, and 
implications. (Approximately 1500 words). You will lead a discussion of your review in class. 

Choice 2. A research-to-practice article. To be clearly explicated later.

Choice 3. Become a “guest” reviewer for the journal, Intervention in School and Clinic. And 
perform an authentic review for a manuscript that is submitted to the journal. This will all be 
accomplished via the online submission system of Manuscript Central and Sage Publishing.

Project #4. A literature review.  As the culminating experience in the seminar, you will be 
developing an initial draft of a research review to be peer reviewed and evaluated by the 
instructor, with follow-up feedback from the instructor. That initial draft will form the basis for a 
final research review paper that reviews the extant literature in an area of student interest, 
approved by an initial conference. The paper will be written in the form of a research synthesis 
that can be presented at a conference and submitted for publication to a refereed journal in your 
emphasis area. A short synopsis of this paper, with an accompanying two-page abstract listing 
the author’s: Research Question(s), Purpose Statement, Theoretical Foundation, Methodology 
and Criteria for Article Selection, Findings/Conclusions, and Implications will also be presented 
in class by each student. 

Readings Responses 

RR #1. Read the Machi et al., book full through. Then, from each of the six chapters (which also 
corresponds to the six steps in the literature review process) develop a single important question 



that you need answered. These should not be simple declarative knowledge questions, but rather 
questions that require some level of synthesis or organization of thought. 

• More RRs to come as new readings are determined. 

College of Education Policies 

College Accreditation 
Assignments completed for this course may be used as evidence of candidate learning in 
national, regional and state accreditation reports of COE programs.  Names and other identifying 
elements of all assignments will be removed before being included in any report.  Students who 
do not wish their work to be used for accreditation purposes must inform the instructor in writing 
by the end of late registration.  Your participation and cooperation in the review of COE 
programs is appreciated. 

Teacher Licensure 
Misdemeanor or felonious conviction(s) may bar teacher licensure in Nevada or other states.  If 
you have any questions, please direct them to the Director of Teacher Education, CEB 301, 895-
4851. 

SPECIAL NOTES 

Academic Misconduct 
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share 
in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and 
professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of 
the Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always 
take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in 
a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. An example of 
academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from the 
Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic 
Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: 
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct.

Copyright 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves 
with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely 
responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor 
defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. 
Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal 

https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct


http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency


http://www.unlv.edu/asc
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject
https://www.library.unlv.edu/


 

Cellular Phones 
Cell phones and text messaging should not be used in class unless there is an emergency 
situation that warrants it. 
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