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WebCampus ( http://webcampus.nevada.edu ). 

Additional course readings available through UNLV Libraries ( http://library.unlv.edu/  ). 

Course overview  
Quantitative Research Methods (COM 435) builds upon and extends the knowledge, skills, and experiences 
gained in other upper-division COM courses. COM 435 is one of two options for the COM degreeÕs 
Òculminating experienceÓ (your other option is COM 408 Rhetorical Criticism). Thus, this course provides a 
final review, consolidation, and assessment of all four of the University Undergraduate Learning Outcomes 
(UULOs) and all eight of the COM BAÕs Learning Objectives. To accomplish these goals, COM 435 
provides a survey of several empirical research designs (e.g., surveys, experiments, in-depth interviewing) 
often used in social scientific communication research and issues related to human research (e.g., ethical 
obligations, conceptualization, sampling, and data analysis). By the end of this course, students should: 

1.! Understand what social scientific research is and how it is conducted in Communication Studies; 
2.! Be able to identify and explain the basic guiding ethical principles of conducting human research;  

3.!Be able to conceptualize and operationalize a research study, including 
identifying a research purpose, creating and distinguishing among research 
questions and hypotheses, and identifying variables (and their measures) 
and distinguishing among independent and dependent variables;  

4.!Know what validity and reliability are and be able to identify and discuss 
threats to validity and reliability for several types of research designs;  

5.!Know and be able to apply random and nonrandom sampling techniques; 
6.!Be able to explain the difference between several types of research designs 

(e.g., case studies, interviews, surveys, and experiments) using their 
defining characteristics and distinctive elements; 

7.!Write the methods, results, and discussion sections for several types of 
research designs according to APA 6th edition standards; and 

8.!Have a basic understanding of how to analyze data for each type of 
research design. 

Course policies and procedures 
Course prerequisites 
!! You must have successfully completed the following courses: COM 101, 102, & 216; English 101, 102, 

& your constitution course requirement (i.e., all Pre-COM requirements). 
!! You must have access to computers, email, WebCampus, and the UNLV library (both the building and 

online resources).  



http://www.library.arizona.edu
mailto:studenthelp@unlv.edu
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Attendance 
Class attendance is important for academic development. UNLVÕs Undergraduate Handbook states ÒThere 
are no official absences from any university class. It is the studentÕs responsibility to consult with the teaching 
faculty regarding absences from their class. Students may be dropped from classes for nonattendance during 
the first week of instruction.Ó 
!! You are expected to attend each scheduled class session in its entirety. Attendance will be considered in 

your final course grade. 
!! During each class session, an attendance sheet will be passed around for you to sign-in. If your 

signature does not appear on the attendance sheet, you will be considered absent for the day. 
!! Thee absences are permitted. An automatic 0.3 point reduction in your final grade will be 

assessed regardless of the reason for the absence for each day missed over three (e.g., If you miss 4 
days of class, and you earned a 4.0, your grade will become a 3.7. If you miss 6 days of class, and you 
earned a 3.3, your grade will become a 2.4).  

!! Each class not fully attended (i.e., arrive late or leave early) will incur penalty. If you miss more than 
½ the class, you will be considered absent. 

!! Missing an exam will result in a zero.  
!! If you will be absent for University sponsored events (e.g., intercollegiate athletics, band, forensics, 

recruitment, or other activity sanctioned by a college dean, the Executive Vice President and Provost, 
etc.), you must speak with Dr. McManus at least seven days (one week) prior to your absence 
and provide appropriate written documentation to make arrangements per University policy. 

!! Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of observance 
of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The 
make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to 
notify the instructor within the first 14 calendar days of the course for fall of his or her intention to 
participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. For 
additional information, review the Religious Holidays Policy. 

!! If you miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain missed information from a class member.  
 
University Resources            
Title IX 
Title IX maintains that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to 
the same kinds of accountability and support applied to offenses against other protected categories (e.g., 
race, national origin, etc.). Offenses may take place on or off campus with university affiliated individuals. If 
you (or someone you know) has been harassed or assaulted because of sex or gender and feel this hurts your 
ability or opportunity to a fair and equitable educational experience, please speak with someone. UNLV 
Title IX resources make several resources available, and you may talk with a Title IX Coordinator. 
 
Rebelmail 
E-mail is appropriate for brief questions that need short responses. It is not a substitute for office hours. I 
make every effort to respond to email within 24 hours, but I do not guarantee a response in 24 hours. 
 
By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail studentsÕ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLVÕs official e-
mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication 
such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive 
a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. StudentsÕ e-mail prefixes are listed on 
class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu. Emailing within WebCampus is acceptable. 
 
Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A 143, 702-895-0866) provides resources for students with 
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disabilities. If you feel that you have a disability, please make an appointment with a Disabilities Specialist at 
the DRC to discuss what options may be available to you. If you are registered with the UNLV Disability 
Resource Center, bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to me during office hours so 
that we may work together to develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet both your 
needs and the requirements of the course. Any information you provide is private and will be treated as 
such. To maintain confidentiality, do not approach me during class to discuss your accommodation needs. 
 
UNLV Libraries 
Students may consult with a librarian on research needs. For this class, the subject librarian is Susie Skarl. 
UNLV Libraries provides resources to support studentsÕ access to information. Discovery, access, and use 
of information are vital skills for academic work and for successful post-college life. Access library resources 
and ask questions at 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/asc
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency
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!! If you would like to contest an assessment, email me 1 to 7 days after receiving your grade and 
feedback. In your email include: 
(1)!Why you disagree with the grade assigned and your argument for why you believe you earned a 

different grade. This will help us both be prepared to address those issues in detail. 
(2)!Your request to schedule an appointment to discuss the grade in person within 7 days (1 week) of 

receiving the evaluation. The meeting must take place within 1 week of your initial email to me to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Rnq1NpHdmw
http://www.slate.com/blogs/bad_astronomy/2016/05/10/john_oliver_science_and_the_media.html
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-mistrust-of-science
http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/02/opinion/klitzman-facebook-experiment/
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R Sept 22 Variables & measurement: Reliability, measurement validity, & other descriptive statistics 
•! Ch. 8  in Wrench et al. text  
•! If you are unfamiliar or uncomfortable with basic statistics (e.g., mean, standard deviation), read Ch. 15 
" !Homework #3 due 

T Sept 27 Exam 1: Science & empiricism; Journal articles; Research ethics; Concepts, Variables, & 
Measurement 

R Sept 29 Variables in research questions & hypotheses  
•! Ch. 7 (pp. 326 Ð 334)  in Wrench et al. text 

T Oct 4 Variables in research questions & hypotheses  
•! Ch. 7 (pp. 334 Ð 346)  in Wrench et al. text 
" !Homework #4 due 

R Oct 6 Sampling 
•! Ch. 13  
•! Krieger, J.L. (2014). Ch. 3: Sampling. Nussbaum text 

T Oct 11 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/not-all-scientific-studies-are-created-equal-david-h-schwartz


http://m.chronicle.com/article/Conflict-Over-Sociologists/230883/
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/crime/2015/06/alice_goffman_s_on_the_run_is_the_sociologist_to_blame_for_the_inconsistencies.html
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