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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This seminar is designed to: 

(1) ��introduce students to the major theories, theorists, and theoretical paradigms within 
criminology; 

(2) ��allow students to assess the strengths and weaknesses of individual theories; 

(3) ��explain the relationship between criminological theories, individual explanations of 
crime, and criminal justice policies; and 

(4) ��help students recognize the basic elements necessary to construct and test theoretical 
models. 

Pre-requisites: Graduate standing in criminal justice or instructor consent. 3 crerical contexts in which these ideas were formed 

*��Describe the causal processes proposed to cause crime or criminal behavior within each theory 

*��Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of specific theoretical models 

*��Explain how major theoretical concepts can be operationalized in empirical assessments 

*��Develop criminal justice policies that are grounded in specific theoretical paradigms 

*��Relate theoretical propositions to 
















