
Course Overview 
Introduction to the formulation of research questions covering crime and justice, research designs, data collection, and 
interpretation and reporting in criminological and justice-system settings.  In essence, this course is designed to teach you how 
to answer criminological questions.  We will cover various research designs by focusing on the strengths and weaknesses of 
each method and what kinds of questions each method can address.

Learning  Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

1)�� Recognize why it can be a problem to rely on your personal beliefs about the world, and understand how scientific 
inquiry can produce better information 

2)�� Discuss the different purposes for doing research 
3)�� Identify different ways of doing research on people (e.g., surveys, field research, experiments, etc.) 
4)�� Be familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of different research approaches (e.g., cross-sectional vs. longitudinal, 

experimental vs. non-experimental, qualitative vs. quantitative) 
5)�� Understand ethical problems that arise when studying the social behavior of people 
6)�� Identify different types of variables in a study (e.g., dependent vs. independent), and be able to know whether a causal 

relationship exists between variables 
7)�� Understand the relationship between theories and hypotheses, and be able to formulate a hypothesis 
8)�� Understand the importance of apprllection (e.g., internal validity vs. external validity) 

11)��Understand how to write good survey questions, including when to use different types of responses (e.g., close-ended 
vs. open-ended questions) 

12)��Summarize and critique a research article 

Required  Textbooks
Singleton, R.A., and Straits, B.C. (2010).  Approaches to Social Research.  New York: Oxford Press.
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