
ÒPreparing professionals for Changing Educational ContextsÓ 
Department o Special Education 

College of Education, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

I. Prefix & Number: ECE-709 
II. Title: Investigations in ECE 
III. Credit: 3 hours 
IV. Semester/Time/Location:
V.  Instructor:     
VI. Office Location:
VII. Office Hours:
VIII.  Telephone/Email:
IX.  Prerequisite Courses: Graduate Standing 

X. Course Description: 
This course is primarily concerned with current practices, methods and trends 
and issues in the field of early childhood education 

InTASC Standards ADDRESSED: 

¥! Standard 1.0 Learner Development 
¥! Standard 2.0 Learning Differences 
¥! Standard 3.0 Learning Environments 
¥! Standard 4.0 Content Knowledge 
¥! Standard 5.0 Application of Content 
¥! Standard 6.0 Assessment 
¥! Standard 7.0 Planning for Instruction 
¥! Standard 8.0 Instructional Strategies 
¥! Standard 9.0 Professional Learning and Ethical Practices 
¥! Standard 10.0 Leadership and Collaboration 

NAEYC (NAEYC) Standards Addressed: 

Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning 
Standard 2: Building Family and Community Relationships 
Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children 
Standard 4: Using Developmentally Effective Approaches 
Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum 
Standard 6: Becoming a Professional 
Standard 7: Field Experiences 



XI. Course Objectives: 
Knowledge 
(Subject matter or discipline(s),Professional field of study, Pedagogical knowledge, 
Pedagogical content knowledge, Professional knowledge) 

1. Examine an overview of the history of early childhood education  
(InTASC4.j, NAEYC6.d) 
Measurement/Evaluation:   Midterm exam 

2. Understand the socio-cultural, historical, and political forces that influence the 
diverse delivery systems. (InTASC4.m, NAEYC2a, NAEYC2b,  
NAEYC6.a, NAEYC6b, NAEYC6d, NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:   Midterm exam

3. Demonstrate knowledge of the current issues and research findings in early 
Childhood education. (InTASC4.n, NAEYC2a, NAEYC6b, NAEYC6d)  
Measurement/Evaluation:   Midterm, Team Project 

4. Describe and evaluate trends in early childhood education. (InTASC4.j,       
NAEYC6a, NAEYC6b, NAEYC6d, NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Journal Articles and Team Project 

5. Extend and develop knowledge and understanding of theories and content of   
curriculum and instruction and alternative models and methodologies.    
(InTASC1.d, InTASC2.g, InTASC5.i, InTASC7.a,   
NAEYC1a, NAEYC1b, NAEYC2a, NAEYC3a, NAEYC4a, NAEYC4c, 
 NAEYC5a, NAEYC5b, NAEYC5c,) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Midterm 

Performance (Skills) 
(The ability to use content, professional and pedagogical  knowledge effectively and 
readily in diverse teaching in a manner that ensures that all students are learning) 

1. Identify components which characterize established and exemplary early 
childhood programs. (InTASC1.b, InTASC2.a, InTASC4.a, InTASC5.b, 
NAEYC1a,NAEYC1b,NAEYC2a, NAEYC2b, NAEYC2c, NAEYC3a,  
NAEYC4a, NAEYC4c, NAEYC5a, NAEYC5b, NAEYC5c, NAEYC6a,  
NAEYC6b,)  
Measurement/Evaluation:   Midterm 

2. Classify and evaluate different types of preschool programs from a child 
development context. (InTASC4.a, NAEYC1a, NAEYC1b, NAEYC1c,  
NAEYC2a, NAEYC4b, NAEYC4c,NAEYC6d) 
Measurement/Evaluation:   Midterm 
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3. Examine and demonstrate research knowledge related to early childhood                 
curriculum and program evaluation. ((InTASC4.a, NAEYC6a, NAEYC6b,  
NAEYC6d, NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Midterm 

4. Examine alternative perspectives regarding central issues in early childhood 
education. (InTASC4.i, NAEYC6a,NAEYC6b, NAEYC6c, NAEYC6d,  
NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Team Project    

5. Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively as a member of a team with  
colleagues and other professionals to achieve goals for children and families. 
(InTASC9.c, InTASC10.c, NAEYC6a, NAEYC6b, NAEYC6c, NAEYC6d,  
NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Team Project 

Disposition(s) 
(Values, commitments, and professional ethics that influence behaviors toward  
students, families, colleagues, and communities and affect student learning,  
motivation, and development as well as the educatorÕs own professional growth 
guided by beliefs and attitudes related to values such as caring, fairness, honesty,  
responsibility and social justice. 

1. Identify the role of parents and parent education plays in early childhood 
education programs.  (InTASC10.d, NAEYC2a, NAEYC2b, NAEYC2c) 
Measurement/Evaluation:   Team Projects  

2. Develop knowledge and skills required to serve as a mentor and a model 
of professional behavior. (InTASC10.b, NAEYC6a, NAEYC6b,  
NAEYC6c, NAEYC6d, NAEYC6e) 
Measurement/Evaluation:  Team Project 

3. Engage in reflective inquiry and demonstrate professional self-knowledge,      
for example by collecting data about oneÕs own practice and articulating a 
personal code of professional ethics. (InTASC10.a, NAEYC3a, NAEYC3b 
NAEYC3c, NAEYC3d, NAEYC4d) 
Measurement/Evaluation:    Team Project 
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XII. Suggested Resources: 

Required Textbook(s): 

Paciorek, K.M., (2016). Annual editions: Early childhood education, 36e, 
Guilford, Connecticut: Dushkin Publishing Group, Inc. 

XIII. Course Requirements and Grades: 

Course Requirements: 

1. Reading text and actively participating in class discussions. 
2. Research Project (See supplement) 
3. 2 Journal Articles related to early childhood education (See supplement) 
4. Annual Editions Article Review Form   

2 written reviews   (See supplement)   1 posted article (summary/reflection) 
5. Midterm 
6. Consistent attendance is required.  Three absences will result in an administrative 

drop or an F. 

Paper not meeting adequate writing proficiency standards will not be accepted.  Students 
are expected to proofread papers carefully before submitting them to the instructor.  
Spelling, punctuation, typographical and grammatical errors and organizational problems 
will result in the grade being lowered by one or more letter grades.  Poorly written papers 
may also be returned to students for rewriting. 
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Grading

Journal Conference 10% 
Journal Articles 20% (Presentation of Annual Editions) 
KWL Research Paper  40%
Annual Articles 10% (Annual Editions) 
Midterm 20% 

A  96
A- 93
B+ 89
B  86
B- 83
C+ 79
C  76
C- 72
D+ 69
D  65
D- 60

Supplemental Readings: 

Bredekamp, S. (1986). Position statement on developmentally appropriate practice in 
early childhood programs serving children from birth through age eight. Young  
Children, 41,  52-66 

National Association for the Education of Young Children, (1991). Guidelines for 
appropriate curriculum and content and assessment in programs serving children 
from birth through age eight. Young Children, 46, 21-38. 

National Association for the Education of Young Chidlren , (1990). NAEYC position 
statement on school readiness. Young Children, 46, 21-23 

National Association for the Education of Young Children, (1990). Early childhood 
 teacher certification. Young Children, 46, 16-21. 











Child Development, Early Child Development and Care,  Phi Delta Kappan, Early 
Childhood Research Quarterly, Journal of Early Intervention, Zero to Three, Journal of 
Research on Development in Education, The Researcher, Child Study Journal, American 
Educational Researcher, Journal of Family Issues, Developmental Psychology, Journal of 
Language Arts,, TESOL Quarterly, Reading Research Quarterly, Journal of Teacher 
Education, Early Childhood Education Journal, Topics in Early Childhood Special 
Education,  Young Children, Reading Teacher, Exceptional Children, Childhood 
Education 
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Journal Articles (2) Supplement 

This assignment requires the student to select and critique a research study on some area 
of early childhood education or child development. 

Assignment Profile 

Author(s), (year of journal). Title of article (small case letters except first word). Name 
Of Journal, Volume (number of issue), 138 

 Pflaum, S.W. & Pascarela, E.T. (1998) Interactive effects of prior reading achievement  
and training in context of learning-disabled children. Reading Research Quarterly,  
51(6), 138-`58. 

Ninio, A. (1996). Picture book reading in mother-infant dyads belonging to two  





paper ) 
B. Introduction (purpose/objective of paper) 
C. Research Literature 
E. Information 
F. Reflection 
G. Conclusion 

Topics of Interest 
1. Full Day vs Half Day 
2. Corporal punishment 
3. Academics vs Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum 
4. Standards for Teaches of Young Children 
5. Pushing (The Hurried Child_) 
6. Retention 
7. Homeless Children 
8. Inclusion 
9. Home schooling. 
10, Phonics 
11, Play 
12. Portfolios 
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___________________________________________________Õ 

____________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

:List three important facts that the author uses to support the main idea. 

Briefly state the main idea of this article.

Title and Number of Articles: 

Name: 

Annual Editions Articles 



 
 
 
 
 
What information or ideas discuss in this  article are also discussed in your 
textbook or other readings that you have done. 

List any examples of bias or faulty reasoning that you found in the articles. 

List any new terms/concepts that were discussed in   the article and 
write a short definition. 
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 Research Rubric

Proficiency
                    

Format  
(10%)

Completion of oral 
Presentation  (20%)  

Completion of Written 
Presentation (70%) 

 *
*
* 
*

Clear and logical         

    

Easy to follow
Typed
Appropriate grammar
and spelling

 *

* 
*
*  

Provides significant info 
discussed
issues-    

  research 
content 

*

*

Provides significant 
information 

All major areas are 
discussed: 

*   
*   

Introduction
research literature 

3 



*   
*   

summaries
reflection

*
 
*
*
*

 Somewhat logical  
 sequence and order   
Difficult to follow      
Typed
                                   

*
*
*
*
* 

Provides sufficient info.    
Some areas are discussed  
issue                       

           
                             

           
research
            

* 

*

Provide sufficient 
Information 

Some areas are 
discussed 

*   
*    
   
   

*
*

Introduction
research literature 
summaries  
reflection 

2 

1 *
*
*

No logical sequences
Not  typedÕ
 Poor grammar 

and spelling

*

*

provides little info. *
* 
Provides little area 

*No areas are no areas are discussed 
No areas are discussed
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