
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Department of Educational & Clinical Services 1

Preparing professionals for changing educational context 

I. Prefix & Number: ESP 771 1001 

II. Course Title: Perspectives on Early Childhood Special Education 

III. Course Credit Hours: 3 hours 
IV. Semester: 

V. Instructor: 

VI. Office Location: 

VII. Office Hours: 

VIII. Telephone: 

IX. Prerequisite Course(s): None 

X. Course Description: 

Perspectives of national, state, and local programs in special education for young 
children with disabilities.  Reviews variables related to: program development, classroom 
management, parent involvement, legislation and funding, disability condition, identification, 
screening and assessment, learning and developmental problems, research, typical child 
development and developmental deviations.  

InTASC Standards Addressed: 

¥! Standard 1.0 Learner Development 
¥! Standard 2.0 Learning Differences 
¥! Standard 3.0 Learning Environments 
¥! Standard 4.0 Content Knowledge 
¥! Standard 5.0 Application of Content 
¥! Standard 6.0 Assessment 
¥! Standard 7.0 Planning for Instruction 
¥! Standard 8.0 Instructional Strategies 

! "!
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¥! Standard 9.0 Professional Learning and Ethical Practice 
¥! Standard 10.0 Leadership and Collaboration  

DEC (CEC) Standards Addressed: 

¥! Standard 1.0 Foundations 
¥! Standard 2.0 Development and Characteristics of Learners 
¥! Standard 3.0 Individual Learning Differences 
¥! Standard 5.0 Learning Environments and Social Interactions 
¥! Standard 4.0 Instructional Strategies 
¥! Standard 6.0 Language 
¥! Standard 7.0 Instructional Planning 
¥! Standard 8.0 Assessment 
¥! Standard 9.0 Professional and Ethical Practice 
¥! Standard 10.0 Collaboration 

NAEYC Standards Addressed: 
 

¥! Standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning 
¥! Standard 2: Building Family and Community Relationships 
¥! Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and    

Families 
¥! Standard 4: Using Developmentally Effective Approaches 
¥! Standard 6: Becoming a Professional 

XI. Course Objectives: (InTASC; ICC= Common Core CEC; ECSE= CEC Early Childhood Special Ed; 
NAEYC= NAEYC) 

Knowledge:
(Subject matter or discipline(s), Professional field of study, Pedagogical     

knowledge, Pedagogical content knowledge, Professional knowledge): 

1.! Each student will demonstrate knowledge of the history of services to young children 
with disabilities. InTASC4(j), InTASC5(p), InTASC9(i), InTASC10(l), ICC1K1, ICC1K8, 
ICC1K2, ECSE1K1, ECSE1K2  
 Measurement/Evaluation: Exams and Paper  

2.! Each student will demonstrate knowledge of federal and state legislation applicable to the 
provision of educational and related services to young children with disabilities.  
InTASC5(p) , InTASC9(j), ICC1K2 , ICC1K3, CC1K4, ICC1K5, ICC1K6, ICC8K2, ECSE1K2 
Measurement/Evaluation: Exams and Paper  

3.! Each student will demonstrate knowledge of the general principles of child development 
including scope, skill inter-relationship, skill sequence and typical vs. atypical differences. 
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(Values, commitments, and professional ethics that influence behaviors toward students, 
families, colleagues, and communities and affect student learning, motivation, and 
development as well as the educatorÕs own professional growthÑguided by beliefs and 
attitudes related to values such as caring, fairness, honesty, responsibility and social 
justice.) 

1.! Demonstrate awareness of and commitment to the CEC Code of Ethics and generally 
accepted standards for professional development. InTASC1(j), InTASC2(l), InTASC4(k), 
InTASC5(q), InTASC5(r), InTASC6(r), InTASC9(l), InTASC9(n), InTASC9(o), ICC9K1, 
ICC9K2, ICC9K3, ICC9K4, ICC9S1, ECSE9K1, NAEYC6a  
Measurement/Evaluation: Exams and Paper  

2.! Demonstrate knowledge of ethical and policy issues related to early childhood special 
education. InTASC2(m), InTASC3(o), INTASC4(p), INTASC4(q), InTASC7(q), ICC9K1, 
ICC9K2, CC9K3, ICC9K4, ECSE9K1 
Measurement/Evaluation: Exams and Paper   

3. Demonstrate the ability to explain the values represented in both law and educational 
practice relative to inclusive individually and developmentally appropriate practices. 
InTASC1(h), InTASC1(i), InTASC1(j), InTASC1(k), INTASC4(q), InTASC5(s), InTASC7(n), 
InTASC7(p), InTASC10(s), InTASC10(t), ICC1K2, ECSE1K1, NAEYC4c 
Measurement/Evaluation: Exams and Paper  

Results: 
(The  ways students demonstrate what they know and how they are able to put skills in to 
practice to make a difference in child learning). 

Upon completion of this course students will be demonstrate the ability to explain the values 
represented in both law and educational practice relative to inclusive individually and 
developmentally appropriate practices and do so in manner that reflects principles of child 
development, ethical practice and an introductory understanding of the basics of curricular 
design, assessment, family participation and instructional strategy.   

XII. Texts, readings, and instructional resources: 

Required Text(s): 

Allen, K. E., & Cowdery, G. E. (2012). The exceptional child: Inclusion in early childhood 
education . Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

Optional Text(s): 

Friend, M., & Bursuck, W. D. (2006).  Including students with special needs: A practical guide 
for classroom teachers (4 th  Ed.) .  Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

Current and Classical Reference(s): 
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Petriwskyj, A. (2010). Diversity and Inclusion in the Early Years. International Journal of 
Inclusive Education, 14 (2), 195-212. 

Pieters, S., De Block, K., Scheiris, J., Eyssen, M., Desoete, A., Deboutte, D., et al. (2012). How 
common are motor problems in children with a developmental disorder: rule or exception? 
[Article]. Child: Care, Health & Development, 38 (1), 139-145. 

Quesenberry, A. C., Hemmeter, M. L., & Ostrosky, M. M. (2011). Addressing Challenging 
Behaviors in Head Start: A Closer Look at Program Policies and Procedures. [Article]. Topics 
in Early Childhood Special Education, 30 (4), 209-220. 

Roberts, M. Y., & Kaiser, A. P. (2011). The Effectiveness of Parent-Implemented Language 
Interventions: A Meta-Analysis. American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 20 (3), 
180-199. 

Sailor, W., Anderson, J., Halvorsen, A., Doering, K., Filler, J. & Goetz, L. (1989).  The 
comprehensive local school:  Regular education for all students with disabilities.   Baltimore:   
Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

Stanton-Chapman, T. L., & Hadden, D. S. (2011). Encouraging Peer Interactions in Preschool 
Classrooms: The Role of the Teacher. Young Exceptional Children, 14 (1), 17-28. 

Strain, P.S., McConnell, S.R., Carta, J.J., Fowler, S.A., Neisworth, J. ., & Wolery, M. (1992).  
Behaviorism in early intervention. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education,  12(1),   
121-141. 

Taylor, K. R. (2011). Inclusion and the Law: Two Laws--IDEA and Section 504--Support Inclusion 
 in Schools. Education Digest: Essential Readings Condensed for Quick Review, 76 (9), 48-51. 

Van Horn, M. L., Karlin, E., & Ramey, S. (2012). Effects of Developmentally Appropriate Practices 
 on Social Skills and Problem Behaviors in 1st through 3rd Grades.  
Journal of Research in Childhood Education, 26 (1), 18-39. 

Vincent, L. J., & Broome, K. (1977). A public school service delivery model for handicapped 
children between birth and five years of age. In E. Sontag, J. Smith and N. Certo (Eds.). 
Educational programming for the severely and profoundly handicapped   (pp. 177-189). 
Reston, VA: The Council for Exceptional Children. 

Vincent, L. J., Salisbury, C., Walter, G., Brown, P., Gruenewald, L. J., & Powers, M. (1980). 
Program evaluation and curriculum development in early childhood/special education: Criteria 
of the next environment. In W. Sailor, B. Wilcox and L. Brown (Eds .). Methods of instruction 
for severely handicapped students  (pp. 303-329). Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes. 

Warming, H. (2011). Inclusive Discourses in Early Childhood Education? International Journal of 
Inclusive Education, 15 (2), 233-247. 
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6. May 26 
(8am-4:00pm) 

X.  Proximal Consequent Events 
XI. DAP and Functional Skills 
XII.  Activity-Based ECE 
XIII. Infusing IEP/IFSP Objectives 
 (Intro. To Activity Matrix) 
(Allen & Cowdery,  Chapter 14 & 15 ) 

---------------- 
 
7. May 31 

(4-7:00pm) 
XIII. Infusing IEP/IFSP Objectives (cont.) 
XIV. Developing Adaptations and Accommodations 
XV. Teaching Lang. & Comm. Skills 

8. June 1 
(4-7:00pm) 

XVI.St rats. For Including Students with SD 
XVII. Models for Related Services 
REVIEW FOR FINAL EXAM 
(Allen & Cowdery, Chapter 16 & 18 ) 

9. * June 2  
(8am-4:00pm) 

XVIII. Parent/Family Involvement 
XIX. Cultural Diversity in ECSE 

Position Paper Due 
FINAL EXAM 

*Exams must be taken on the date indicated at the time of the regularly scheduled class and 
the Position Paper must be turned in no later than the beginning of class Sept. 29.  Failure to do 
so, without an acceptable excuse approved by the instructor, will result in 0 points without 
exception. 








