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ÒPreparing Professionals for Changing Educational ContextsÓ 

ESP 782r Syllabus 
Department of Educational and Clinical Studies 

College of Education, University of Nevada Las Vegas 

II. Title 

I. Prefix & Number ESP 782r 

III. Credits 3 credit hours 
IV. Semester 

V. Instructor 

VI. Office/Phone/Email 

VII. Class Location 
VIII. Office Hours 

IX. Prerequisites 
Doctoral Status or Consent of Instructor  

The purpose of this seminar is to introduce students to the higher education 
academy and related doctoral level work. Specifically, students will conduct 
professional literature searches related to their identified research goals, 
internalize APA writing style, and write a review of literature related to their 
primary research interest area. It is anticipated that this will serve as the 
foundation for a programmatic research agenda throughout doctoral studies. 
A variety of resources related to scholarly productivity and the conduct of 
research will be introduced.

X. Course Description 

XI. 

Standards 
Addressed: Council 
for Exceptional 
Children Advanced 
Preparation 
Standards 
Addressed in this 
Course 

CEC 3.0: Special education specialists facilitate the continuous improvement 
of general and special education programs, supports, and services at the 
classroom, school, and system levels for individuals with exceptionalities.  

CEC 4.0: Special education specialists conduct, evaluate, and use inquiry to 
guide professional practice.  advance the 
profession, and perform leadership responsibilities to promote the success of 
professional colleagues and individuals with exceptionalities. �R  

Upon completion of this course, students will have a better understanding of doctoral study and specific 
expectations related to (a) conducting literature searches, (b) using APA writing style and standard 
English writing mechanics, (c) writing a comprehensive review of literature, (d) preparing for research 
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6.7: Special education specialists actively promote the advancement of the profession. �R  

Objective: 7.0 

Standards:  Special education specialists collaborate with stakeholders to improve programs, services, and 
outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities and their families.  

7.1: Special education specialists use culturally responsive practices to enhance collaboration.  

7.3: Special education specialists collaborate to promote understanding, resolve conflicts, and build consensus 
for improving program, services, and outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities.  

XIII.  RESULTS 

Course Objectives Related CEC 
Standards 

Measurement/Evaluation 

Special education specialists 
conduct, evaluate, and use 
inquiry to guide 
professional practice. 

4.0 (4.1, 4.2, and 
4.3) 

Literature Review 
CITI Program Training 

Special education specialists 
provide leadership to 
formulate goals, set and 
meet high professional 
expectations, advocate for 
effective policies and 
evidence-based practices 
and create positive and 
productive work 
environments. 

5.0 (5.1 and 5.2) 
AAUP readings and questions 

Special education specialists 
use foundational knowledge 
of the field and professional 
Ethical Principles and 
Practice Standards to inform 
special education practice, 
engage in lifelong learning, 
advance the profession, and 
perform leadership 
responsibilities to promote 
the success of professional 

6.0 (6.3, 6.4, and 
6.7) 

Literature Review 
Literature Review Presentation 
CITI Program  
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Attendance is mandatory. Only approved absences (i.e., University sanctioned absences, 
religious observances, etc.) will be accepted. Please make every effort to be on time to each class.  
 

Number of Absences  Grade Lowered By 
1 20 points 
2 1 letter grade 
3 2 letter grades 

4 or more Fail class 
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Guidelines: Abstracts & Critiques  (25 points each) 
 

Students will complete an abstract and critique assignment. The same article may be used for 
both assignments. In fact, it would be wise to do so. Dr. Brown will provide the articles to be 
used for the abstract assignment. All students will NOT have the same article. Articles will be 
selected form professional special education journals (i.e., Exceptional Children, Teaching 
Exceptional Children, Learning Disability Research & Practice, Behavioral Disorders, 
Journal of Early Intervention, Young Exceptional Children, Intervention in School and 
Clinic, etc.). An attempt will be made to include articles representative of studentsÕ emphasis 
areas. You are to identify the article to be used for the critique. 

Format: 

1)! Must be typed, double spaced, pages numbered and stapled, 12-point font with 1-inch 
margins. 

2)! There must be an APA title page attached. 
3)! Abstracts can only be between 100-150 words. 
4)! Staple the abstract to the article when you submit the abstract. 
5)! No folders needed! 
6)! Remember to use special education non-labeling language in your professional writing. 

Content: 
1)! Use the word ÒAbstractÕ in bold as a heading. 
2)! An abstract is a summary written in a scholarly writing style that represents a thorough 

comprehension of the article. 
3)! The text of your abstract should be 100 Ð 150 words. 
4)! Six components include: 

a.! Purpose 
b.! Scope 
c.! Method 
d.! Results 
e.! Recommendations 
f.! Conclusions 

Critique: 
1)! Use the word ÒCritiqueÓ in bold as a heading. 
2)! This should be 1-2 full pages.  
3)! A critique is your professional judgment and analyses of the article and should include: 

a.! Your opinion as to clarity and organization. 
b.! Your opinion as to the validity of the research methodology and results. 
c.! Analyses that relate to course content and/or other research. 
d.! Analyses that relate article to your experiences in the field. 

4)! Staple the article to the critique prior to submitting. 




