research versus insight

the research/design relationship

design as research

scientific method

Reading: The Designer's Guide to Doing Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform Design
by S. Augustin, C. Coleman, Chapters 1 and 2

"Visual and Statistical Thinking: Displays of Evidence for Making Decisions",
by E. Tufte, Edward. in Visual Explanations, pgs. 27-53.
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Week 2:

Design Research and its Influence on the Practice of Design
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¥ generalizing design thinking
¥ design research as a response to social and environmental conditions
t design research to gain understanding of informed design strategies

Reading: The Designer's Guide to Doing Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform Design
by S. Augustin, C. Coleman, Chapters 2 and 3

"A Thesis in the Thesis" from Trace: Conversations by T. Schumacher, L. Thomas Baltimore:
University of Maryland School of Architecture, 2001. pgs. 54-57.

DUE: DRAFT OF THESIS STATEMENTS

Week 3:

Researching Context, Process - General Concepts
¥ economic context of design and research
¥ design process

¥ research process

Reading: The Designer's Guide to Doing Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform Design



by S. Augustin, C. Coleman, Chapter 4

REVIEW OF PRELIMINARY PROPOSALS

Week 4:

Planning and Organizing a Project-Specific Comprehensive Research Plan

overview of types of research

differences in types of research: applied or theoretical

comparing research tools

merits of using several different research tools to answer any research question
core concepts

design-project-based information gathering

T social-science-based information needs

Reading: The Designer's Guide to Doing Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform Design
by S. Augustin, C. Coleman, Chapter 5
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Week 5:

Guiding Principles for Thesis Projects

DUE: TIMELINE FOR THESIS STUDY AND THESIS BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Week 6

The Goals of Project Initiation

¥ research for competitive advantage
¥ peer-reviewed studies

¥ literature reviews

¥ experience sampling method

The Goals of Investigation
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interviews

cognitive mapping

content analysis 2verbal material

content analysis 2visual

surveys

Reading: The Designer's Guide to Doing Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform Design
by S. Augustin, C. Coleman, Chapter 6

IN PROGRESS: PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Week 7

The Goals of Integration in Schematic Design

how research informs the schematic design process

behavior mapping

observation

space syntax

social network analysis

discussion groups

space simulation

¥ experiments

IN PROGRESS: PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Week 8

Mid-term Examination

REVIEW OF REVISED AND REFINED PROGRAM, TIMELINE, AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
IN PROGRESS: PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Week 9
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