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If you cannot meet me during my office hours (listed online), please send me an e-mail with at least two 
alternate times. E-mail is the best way to contact me; I try to respond within a working day to most 
messages. If your question is relevant for the entire class, I might discuss it with the class. While I 
welcome a broad range of questions related to this course, please research your question so that we can 
discuss it knowledgably. 
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The major goals of this course are for you to be able to: 

A$Demonstrate an understanding of the scientific research method. 

A$Characterize appropriate methodological procedures for common research problems. 

A$Understand and evaluate research. 

A$Apply key research methods and techniques. 

I will help you achieve these goals through class lectures, assigned readings, discussions, comments on����
your work, and examinations. You are, however, ultimately responsible for achieving these goals.����
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There are several individual assignments in this course. You must follow the instructions on the����
assignment handouts very carefully. Professional presentation of your work is important in this course,����
and will be counted in the grading. If printing an assignment, you must staple pages together, number����
them, include appropriate appendices (sketches, graphics, printouts, and so on), and use the APA����
publication style for citations. Specific requirements for each assignment will be discussed in class.����
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YouÕll demonstrate your familiarity with the course topics on two exams. Any aspect of research methods 
that we discuss or read in class can be on these exams. To be fair to everyone, no exams will be given 
early to anyone. For the same reason there will be no makeup exams except to students with credible 
medical excuses from a physician. 
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Note: Bring all books to class. We will use de VausÕ Analyzing Social Science Data as a guide to 
exercises in and out of class as we explore SPSS and data manipulation. Reading from all 
sources will be about 60-100 pages per week. As a graduate student, youÕll be learning how 
devote the time and effort needed to understand the assigned topics, to determine how 
thoroughly to read the assignments (in-depth versus skim), and how to prepare thoughtful 
questions about the topics. 
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Introduction to SPSS. 
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Read: BABBIEÕs The Basics of Social Research, chapter 1. 

GILOVICH chapter 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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Read: BABBIE chapter 2, ÒTwo logical systemsÉÓ pp. 45 to end of chapter. 

BABBIE chapter 4. 
BABBIE chapter 7. 
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Read: BABBIE chapter 14, 16. 

de Vaus chapter 1, 28-31. 
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Read: BABBIE chapter 5. 

GILOVICH chapter 5, 6, 7, each student selects one of [8, 9, 10], and 11. 

Due: Prepare for mid-term exam. 
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Our normal in-class meeting is replaced by online resources and an assignment. 

Read: BABBIE chapter 3 
Assignment: Complete the CITI exam, with a score of 75% or better. Bring a printout to class. 
https://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/training 
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Our normal in-class meeting is replaced by online resources and an assignment. 

Read: BABBIE chapter 4, units of analysis section. 
BABBIE chapter 11, content analysis section. 

Gross, B. L., & Sheth, J. N. (1989). Time-Oriented Advertising: A Content Analysis of United 
States Magazine Advertising, 1890-1988, Journal of Marketing, Vol. 53, No. 4, pp. 76-83. 

Due: Prepare an evaluative report on this method using the template on our course website. 
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http:https://www.library.unlv.edu
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
http:http://drc.unlv.edu
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/945/Policies-SyllabiMinCriteria-1617.doc


http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
http:http://writingcenter.unlv.edu
http://www.unlv.edu/asc
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
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