
II. Seminar Goals: Members of this seminar will study a small portion of the large body of journalism 
and media theory and empirical research literature examining various relationships between the media 
and society. The media are powerful culture symbols that come to be used by society's members to make 
their worlds meaningful. We will examine this sense making via meta-analysis techniques for the 
following threads of mass media theory and research: 1) news agenda setting; 2) priming; 3) selective 
exposure; 4) media violence; 5) children and advertising; 6) sexually-explicit media; 7) media and 
politics; 8) third-person effects; 9) gender stereotyping; 10) media and health; 11) prosocial effects of 
television; and 12) para-social relationships. One or both texts cover additional topics such as music and 
special populations, but we do not have time to focus on these threads for the semester.  However, these 
and other topics are fair game for any graduate student interested in the subject matter for their own work 
during the semester.   

III. Seminar Participant Learning Outcomes: Participants, upon completing this seminar, should be 
very familiar with a broad range of mass communication theories and corresponding methodological 
approaches. They should be able to summarize what we know and do not know about media and society 
based on meta-analyses of these various theories and approaches. They will have developed their own 
an initial draft of a prospectus suitable for development into a full-blown thesis or dissertation. 

IV. Required Course Texts: 
Lowery, S., & DeFleur, M.  (1995). Milestones in mass communication research.  (3rd ed.).  White  

Plains, NY: Longman. (Hereafter referred to in syllabus as “L”) 

Preiss, R., Gayle, B., Burrell, N., Allen, M., & Bryant, J. (Eds.).  (2007). Mass media effects research:  
Advances through meta-analysis. New York: Lawrence Erlbaum.  (Hereafter referred to in  
syllabus as “P”) 

American Psychological Association.  Publication manual of the American Psychological  
Association. Washington: American Psychological Association.  (Note: Fifth or Sixth editions are  
fine for this class, but if you’re new to APA Style, go ahead and buy the latest edition). 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 















 8 

XI. Grading Written Work – Code Sheet:  The following items represent a standardized system used in 
the evaluation of your writing.  This system facilitates the process of noting common errors in writing and 
content.  This process hastens grading of any mistakes in style and mechanics and allows more time for 
concentrating on what you say rather than how you try to say it. You will observe a series of numerical 
codes on your paper when any written work is returned – unless it’s a perfect paper in terms of mechanics 
and style. Simply refer to the codes below to discover the nature of your infraction.  Note: This code sheet 
differs slightly from the one found in the WebCampus folder for the first week’s assignment – “Writing 
Skills Exercise”.  The guide in the WebCampus folder is one I use in all undergraduate courses.  The one 
found here has a few additional items.   

1. All or portion of assigned paper not typewritten. All or portion of paper not double-spaced.  -10  
2. Incorrect Spelling.  -2  
3. Incorrect punctuation.  -2  
4. Incorrect use of possessive punctuation, or missing possessive punctuation (e.g., its, it's, woman's).  -5 

When is it its? When it’s not it is. When is it it’s? When it is it is.  
5. Should be capitalized, or incorrect use of capitalization (e.g., Internet, iPod).  -2  
6. Improper noun/verb agreement. -2 
For example, many writers improperly use the noun media as a singular noun.  Similarly, many writers 
use the noun data as a singular noun.  Both of these nouns are plural.  Below are some examples of proper 
usage: 

“The mass media are very powerful.” 
“T
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13. Quoted or paraphrased material implies references to outside source(s).  Where's the proper citation?  
-2 
14. Quoted material in excess of four typewritten lines should be block indented.  –2 
15. One quote or source does not support the claims for a statement of this magnitude. -2  
Graduate students should learn that one source does not a major argument make (e.g., “Research  
has shown that children learn from television.”). Two citations is better, three or more the norm. 
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http://studentlife.unlv.edu/judicial/misconductPolicy.html
http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/
http://studentlife.unlv.edu/disability/


mailto:studenthelp@unlv.edu
http://rebelmail.unlv.edu/
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/



