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MLA format requires a Works Cited list at the end of the paper to indicate which materials or sources were 
used in a written work. An in-text citation refers to the way you provide your reader with information 
about your sources within the text itself.  

Every in-text citation should directly reference a full citation from the Works Cited page. Thus, the 
information listed in the in-text citation must match the first part of the referenced source on the Works 
Cited page. 

Citations are required when summarizing, paraphrasing, or directly quoting an original source.  

HOW THIS HANDOUT IS ORGANIZED 

In-text citations can be used/structured in various ways, depending on 1) how the writer composes their 
sentences that include source material, 2) the types of sources being used, and 3) where the information is 
located within the source.  
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NO KNOWN AUTHOR 

If the source does not have an author, use the title of the cited work in pl
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