
Master Class in Vocal Pedagogy (MUS 746) 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas  

Course Syllabus 

This course in graduate vocal pe science of the singing voice 

Conceptualize terminology related to the field of singing 
Utilize current voice analysis technology 
Explore several techniques in teaching voice 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
The successful student will: 

Demonstrate an ability to diagnose vocal issues 
Employ effective teaching strategies 
Choose appropriate vocal repertoire for use in the studio 
Possess requisite skills for further voice research 
Be conversant in the pedagogical language of our craft. The Structure of Singing. CA: Schirmer Publishing, 1996. 

Boldrey, Richard.  Guide to Operatic Roles & Arias. Seattle: PsstÉInc., 1994. 
Doscher, Barbara.  From Studio to Stage.  Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2002. 
Miller, Donald.  Resonance in Singing.  Princeton: Inside View Press, 2008. 
Miller, Richard.  On the Art of Singing. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996. 
Potter, John.  The Cambridge Companion to Singing.  Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
Rushmore, Robert.  The Singing Voice.  New York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 1971. 

Lab Equipment: 1. Computer that will run Windows software program VoceVista. 
2. SPL/dB Meter.
3. Microphone for recording into your computer.
4. Bound lab notebook.





McCoy, Your Voice: An Inside View, Chapters 4 & 5.  [On Reserve] 

Week 8 (March 7) Voice Analysis 
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Mid-Term 
Submit abstract for poster paper 
Discussion: Becoming proficient in basic voice analysis. 
Read: Miller, Donald.  Resonance in Singing. Chapter 4. [On Reserve] 
Lab Assignment #3: Create an individual vowel chart. 

Week 9 (March 14) Aspects of a trained voice 
Vowel Chart due 
Discussion: Range, Dynamic Control & Vibrato.  Voice types. 
Read: Miller, The Structure of Singing, Chapters 12, 13, 14. 

Boldrey, Richard.  Guide to Operatic Roles & Arias, pp. 1-30. (Introduction) [On Reserve] 
Rushmore, Robert.  The Singing Voice, pp. 29-108. (Part II) [On Reserve] 

SPRING BREAK (no class on March 21) 

Week 10 (March 28) Health and wellness 
Mini-pre sentation of Poster Paper research due 
Discussion: Ear and Vocal Health. Pharmacological effects on voice. Role of Physical Fitness. 
Read: Miller, The Structure of Singing, Chapters 15, 16, 17. 

Week 11 (April 4) Studio logistics and repertoire 
Discussion: Studio building and repertoire. 
Read: Doscher, From Studio to Stage, read the Introduction by John Nix. [On Reserve] 
Assignment #4: Create your own private studio policies. 

Week 12 (April 11) Teaching and learning 
Studio Policies due. 
Discussion: Motor Learning Principles: How to Practice.  Psychological factors.  Modes of teaching: case 

studies. 
Read: Miller, The Structure of Singing, Chapters 6, 7, 8. 

Week 13 (April 18) Egos and ethics of voice teaching 
 2nd Mini-presentation of research for Poster Paper due 
Discussion: Modes of teaching: case studies.  Ethics of Voice Teaching.  Break-out groups. 
Read: No reading. 

Week 14 (April 25) History of Vocal Pedagogy 
Discussion: Comparative Vocal Pedagogy. 
Read: Potter, John.  The Cambridge Companion to Singing. [On Reserve] 
Assignment #5: Voice Analysis 



Week 15 (May 9) Study Week 
- 
- 
- 

- 
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Voice Analysis Assignment #5 due 
Discussion: Comparative Vocal Pedagogy.  Review. 
Take-home final 

Week 16 (May 12) Finals Week 

Final: Monday, May 19.  6:00-8:00 PM. 
Poster Paper Presentation. 
Take-home final due. 



https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject
https://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/asc
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
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