
MUS 773 – Doctoral Research Seminar 

Course Description:  
The Doctoral Research Seminar allows D.M.A. candidates to study a range of research principles, methods, and topics found in the various 
disciplines of music history. These disciplines include historiography, biography, source studies and text criticism, ethnomusicology, performance  research pursuits. 

The purpose of the seminar is to ensure that D.M.A. candidates are well prepared to meet the full range of performance, scholarly, and teaching 
responsibilities commonly shared by college or university-level faculty and generally to present themselves as responsible, professional, and 
informed members of artistic and academic communities.  

Expected Learning Outcomes: 
I. The successful seminar participant will be able to synthesize and articulate the objectives and methodologies of musicological, music 

historical, and ethnomusicological models of research. 
II. The student will correctly apply the terminology and research methods of music historical research and debate.

III. The student will articulate the relevance and application of music-historical and ethnomusicological knowledge to performance and to
their own scholarly and creative projects.

IV. The student will apply further (“extramusical”) strands of intellectual thought in philosophy, historiography, aesthetics, and cultural
criticism to their own research projects and will assist their colleagues in applying these intellectual approaches.

V. The student will hone bibliographic and research skills. 
VI. The student will further develop rhetorical and writing skills.

Required Texts:  
"#$!%#&'()*!+(,-(.!*/!012.$. 15th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003 (or 16th edition). 
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. "#$!%3(/1!*/!4$5$(3'#6 3rd ed. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2008. 
[unlimited eBook access available through UNLV Library]. 
Holoman, D. Kern. 73&1&,)!(8*-1!+-5&'6!9!012.$!0#$$16 3rd edition. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2014. 

Recommended Texts: 
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=3(<$5? Final course grades will be calculated based on the following distribution of credit. It is the instructor’s practice to provide students 
ample opportunity to demonstrate mastery of course content. 01-<$,1!5-''$55!'*33$.(1$5!I&1#!J&K!3$)-.(3!(,<!@3*>@1!(11$,<(,'$C!J&&K!1&>$.2!
'*>@.$1&*,!*/!(55&),>$,15C!J&&&K!3$)-.(3C!(11$,1&D$!.&51$,&,)!1*!(55&),$<!3$@$31*&3$!*-15&<$!*/!'.(55C!(,<!J&&&K!(5:&,)!L-$51&*,5!&,!'.(55C!82!$M>(&.C!*3!
<-3&,)!*//&'$!#*-35!I#$,$D$3!5*>$1#&,)!&5!,*1!-,<$351**<6!4$)-.(3!(,<!5-851(,1&(.!'.(55!@(31&'&@(1&*,!&5!$N@$'1$<6!

Attendance, quality of class participation 25% 
Weekly assignments 45% 
Prospectus draft 30% 

Opportunity to earn extra credit through special assignments or projects may be offered to the class (but not individuals) at the instructor’s 
discretion. 
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3/13 Sources, source studies, and text criticism 3 

3/20 Using non print materials 

3/27 Using non print materials 

4/3 Interview methods and processes 

4/10 SPRING BREAK 

4/17 Analytical approaches and issues 

4/24 Performance Practices 

5/1 Current trends in music research 

5/8 Final prospectus due by exam hour 
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