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University of Nevada Las Vegas 
School of Nursing 

Fall 2019 

COURSE NUMBER :  NURS 313R 
COURSE TITLE :   Nursing Care of the Adult Medical-Surgical Patient 
Credits:  7 Credits (Theory 4 credits, Clinical 3 credits) 
Prerequisites: NURS 305, NURS 306, NURS 307, NURS 329, NURS 342  
Placement in the:  2nd Semester nursing curriculum 

NURS 313 Nursing Care of the Adult Medical Surgical Patient 
Course Description: Focus on development of professional, patient-centered care for acutely ill patients. Emphasis is placed on 
applying sound clinical judgment in the planning, provision, and evaluation of evidence-based nursing care. Clinical exp(rubrics, exams 
etc.) 

1. Use emerging 
patient care technologies and information systems to support safe and effective nursing practice.  

Evidenced Based 
Practice 

Informatics 

Safety 

1. Recognize 
the role of 
information 
technology in 
improving 
patient care 
outcomes and 
creating a safe 
care 
environment. 

1. Use 
a

for 
information 
support in a 
clinical 
setting. * Utilized 

computer 
charting and 
PYXIS 
program at 
the clinical 
site. 
* Share 
electronic 
search engine 
sources such 
as PUBMED, 
CINHAL et. 
al. and share 
EBP articles 
obtained 
during post 
conference. 
* Review on 
computer 
skills in test 
taking. 

* Requiring 
interventional 
nursing research 
article obtained 
through internet 
search engines 
for Evidenced 
Based Practice 
to be 
incorporated in 
the Care Plan. 

* Students 
utilized PDA 
with internet 
capabilities as 
resource during 
clinical rotation 

* Certified each 
student in 
computerized 
Charting 
program 
adopted by each 
hospital during 
NURS 313 
Clinical 
rotation. 
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4. Integrate 
professional 
values, 
attitudes, 
knowledge, 
and behaviors 
into nursing 
practice. 

Patient 
Centered 
Care 

Teamwork 
and 
Collaboration 

4.  Employ the 
professional 
standards of 
moral, ethical, 
and legal 
conduct.  

4. Use problem 
solving 
strategies and 
caring 
behaviors to 
support patient 
care decisions. 

* Class 
discussions. 
* Small group 
works. 
* Simulation 
scenarios. 
* Role 
Playing. 

* Discussion 
Board 
* Class 
Discussions. 
*Exams 
* HESI 
* Post 
conference. 

5. Demonstrate 
principles of 
bioethics and 
sound clinical 
judgment in 
the planning, 
provision, and 
evaluation of 
evidence-based 
nursing care at 
the individual, 
group, and 
community 
levels. 

Evidenced-
Based 
Practice 

Patient 
Centered 
Care 

5. Demonstrate 
the ability to 
search the 
primary 
nursing 
literature as the 
first step in 
knowledge 
transformation 
process of the 
current 
paradigm for 
evidence-based 
practice. 

5.  Develop and 
implement 
plans of care 
and evaluate 
patient 
outcomes using 
theory, 
evidence-based 
practice and 
interdisciplinary 
resources. 

* Class 
discussions 
* Small group 
work. 
* Simulation 
scenarios. 
* Role 
Playing. 
* Small group 
discussion 
about genetic 
influence in 
nursing care 
and ethical 
considerations 
in clinical 
judgment 
while 
utilizing the 
nursing 
process.  

* Daily Care 
Plan during 
clinical rotation. 
* Submission of 
EBP research 
articles. 
* Discussion 
Board. 
* Class 
Discussions. 
*Exams 
*HESI 
* Post 
conference.  

6. Apply 
principles that 
enhance safety 
for patients and 
health care 
providers 
through both 
individual 
performance 
and system 
effectiveness. 

Patient 
Centered 
Care 

Quality 
Improvement 

Safety 

6. Demonstrate 
safe nursing 
care behaviors 
that protect 
self, 
individual, 
groups, and 
community. 

6. Demonstrate 
safe nursing 
care of the 
medical-
surgical patient 
with acute 
illness. 

* Class 
discussions. 
* Practice 
nursing skill 
at the skills 
lab. 
* Small group 
work. 
* Simulation 
scenarios. 
* Role 
Playing. 

* Daily Care 
Plan during 
clinical rotation. 
* Submission of 
EBP research 
articles. 
* Discussion 
Board. 
* Class 
discussions. 
*Exams 
*HESI 
* Post 
conference. 

7. Demonstrate 
effective inter- 
and intra-
professional 
communication 
and 
collaboration 
for improving 
patient 
outcomes. 

Patient 
Centered 
Care 

Quality 
Improvement 

Safety 

7. Employ 
effective inter-
and intra-
professional 
communication 
skills. 

7. Use effective 
communication 
techniques with 
the medical 
surgical patient 
and members of 
the health care 
team.  

*Dedicated 
Education 
Unit model 
during 
clinical 
rotation. 
* Class 
discussions 
* Practice 
nursing skill 
at the skills 
lab. 
* Small group 
debates. 

*Daily Care 
Plan during 
clinical rotation. 
* Submission of 
EBP research 
articles. 
* Discussion 
Board. 
* Class 
Discussion 
*Exams 
*
*

HESI 
Post 

conference 



Fall 2019 4

* Simulation 
scenarios. 
* Role 
Playing. 

8. Use clinical 
prevention 
strategies to 
promote health 
and prevent 
disease across 
the life span at 
the individual 
and population 
levels. 

Evidenced-
Based 
Practice 

Patient 
Centered 
Care 

8. Participate 
in clinical 
prevention and 
population 
focused 
interventions 
with attention 
to 
effectiveness, 
efficiency, 
cost-
effectiveness, 
and equity. 

8. Initiate 
effective and 
appropriate 
clinical decision 
making in 
planning, 
organizing, 
providing and 
monitoring the 
care of medical-
surgical 
patients.  

* Dedicated 
Education 
Unit model 
during 
clinical 
rotation 
* Class 
discussions 
* Practice 
nursing skill 
at the skills 
lab. 
* Small group 
debates 
* Simulation 
scenario 
* Role 
Playing 

* Daily Care 
Plan during 
clinical rotation. 
* Submission of 
EBP research 
articles 
* Discussion 
Board 
* Class 
Discussion 
*Exams 
* HESI 
* Post 
conference 

REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED MATERIALS 

Required textbooks: 
Lewis, S.L., Bucher, L., Heitkemper, M.M., Harding, M.M., (2017). Medical Surgical Nursing: Assessment 

and Management of Clinical Problems (10th ed.). St. Louis, Missouri: Elsevier, Inc.  

Ackley, B., Ladwig, G., (2010). Nursing Diagnosis Handbook An Evidence-Based Guide to Planning Care 
(9th Ed.). Mosby, Inc. 

** Student must have current drug handbook & medical dictionary 

Recommended textbooks: 
Daniels, J. M., & Smith, L. M. (2005). Clinical calculations (5th ed.). Florence, KY: Cengage Learning. 

Schuster, P. M. (2008). Concept mapping: A critical-thinking approach to care planning (2nd ed.). 
Philadelphia: F.A Davis.  

Smith, S. F., Duell, D. J., Martin, B. C. (2008). Clinical nursing skills: Basic to advanced skills (6th ed.).  
Upper Saddle River, NV: Prentice Hall. 

Math Resource: 
http://www.edgt.com/

TEACHING/LEARNING METHODS 

http://www.edgt.com/




http://www.edgt.com/
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Practice Area is Medical Surgical Units or Intermediate Step down units. The practice area of ICU and ER is 
NOT recommended. 

Students must pass all components of the clinical, all critical skills to pass the clinical component. 
A failure in either theory or clinical will constitute a course failure. 

CLINICAL POLICIES 

The student is responsible for reviewing the student handbook for the School of Nursing and the UNLV 
Undergraduate Catalog. All policies within these publications will be adhered to throughout the BSN program. 

Such factors as progression in skills, organization, safe practice in medication administration and documentation in 
charting will be evaluated in the clinical component. If a student is having difficulty, the instructor will help the 
student identify areas of concern and provide an opportunity for remediation. If after remediation, the student 
cannot competently perform, as judged by the instructor, the student will fail. Failure may result if: 

1. The student is involved in unsafe clinical practice, dishonesty or in unprofessional behavior. The student may 
be asked to leave the unit, with immediate dismissal and failure in the course. Documentation of this event is 
according to policy and procedure. 

2. Failure to prepare for clinical experiences (i.e. assessments, competencies in clinical practice or not informing 
instructor that student has not done procedures before) will result in the student being sent home, which is 
considered an absence. 

3. Delinquent assignments, (SEE BELOW) Instructor cannot be expected to give adequate feedback to a student 
regarding progress if assignments are overdue. It is the instructor’s prerogative to give an unsatisfactory grade 
to delinquent assignments. Five points will be deducted daily for late assignments.  

4. Failure to pass the objectives of the course, satisfactorily. 

Clinical Teaching Strategies: 
Students practice in clinical areas with supervision of the clinical instructor and agency staff facilitators. Students 
are assigned to the care of critically ill adults requiring acute and critical care nursing. Students participate in case 
study discussions, clinical conferences, and presentations. Required reading will be assigned to support lecture 
material. The assigned text materials are to be read prior to the class session. Course case studies will be 
completed prior to lecture. 

Clinical Absence Policy: 
Attendance is mandatory in all courses with a clinical component. Due to the limited clinical time available each 
semester and the amount of material to be covered, attendance is mandatory. Plan to attend each clinical 
assignment as scheduled. Students are expected to follow the course and clinical syllabi and to come prepared for 
each clinical day. The clinical instructor should be notified at least by 5:30 am should the student be absent from 
clinical. Missed clinical days will be made up at the discretion of the instructor dependent on faculty 
availability, site availability, and/or appropriateness of situation for student to attend. 

1. Tardiness: arriving any time beyond the expected designated clinical start time. 
i. First occurrence of tardiness will result in a clinical contract 

1. Student will not be automatically sent home, unless appropriate (i.e. student not 
prepared for clinical, not dressed in appropriate attire, not physically or mentally able 
to provide patient care) 

ii. Second occurrence of tardiness in the same clinical will result in failure of that clinical.  
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2. No Call/No Show: no prior notification to the clinical instructor of tardiness or absence prior to 
assigned clinical shift. 

i. One (1) No Call/No Show will result in a clinical failure. 
3. Absence: any missed clinical day. 

Two (2) missed clinical days will result in a failure of the clinical course.  
Failure to notify instructor of absence of clinical will result in failure in the course.  

Confidentiality: 
An important part of nursing ethics is maintaining the patients’ confidentiality. Therefore, written work submitted 
to the instructor must never contain the patient’s full name. The exception to this standard will be the home visit. 
Patient’s problems must not be discussed with family or friends. If the Department ascertains that a patient’s 
confidentiality has been violated, the student violating the confidences will be subject to disciplinary action.  

Basic Cardiac Life Support: 
Please be advised that all students who enroll in clinical course at UNLV School of Nursing will be required to 
show proof of certification in Basic Cardiac Life Support by the first day of scheduled classes each semester. If, at 
this time, you have not obtained certification, you will not be allowed to attend the first scheduled acute care 
clinical day.  

Professional Liability Insurance: 
Although not presently required by the School of Nursing, the faculty strongly recommends to students that they 
purchase Professional Liability Insurance. A list of companies is available in the department office or may be 
obtained through the Student Nurse’s Association in the School of Nursing. 

Dress Code: 
1. Student’s uniforms or scrubs must be red and will be worn during orientation and on all units. Name tags will 

be mandatory during clinical experiences. Uniforms or scrubs must be clean and in good repair. 
2. Shoes MUST be white and clean at all times. No open toes or clogs. Nursing shoes are required with scrubs. 
3. Nametags must be worn at all times. ID’s given by the institution MUST be worn when in the building. 

Picking up assignment the day before, the student will wear a white lab coat and nametag; no short shorts will 
be worn. 

4. Hair must be clean and well groomed. Long hair will be secured. Fingernails must be clean and short and 
personal hygiene must not be offensive. 

5. Make-up must be muted and in good taste. 
6.  Students are responsible for their own jewelry. Watches must have a second-hand and will be removed when 

necessary. Earrings and jewelry with stones may be worn at student’s own risk. Avoid wearing large brooches 
or pins on uniforms or scrubs. 

7. Students MUST bring their own stethoscope, scissors, hemostat, pocket calculator, black and red pens, 
penlight, tape measure, black sharpie, and pencil. Articles not available for clinical will result in 
dismissal from clinical. All beepers and cell phones are to be left off and not in possession during clinical 
time. 





https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct


http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
https://www.unlv.edu/drc
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy


http://guides.libary.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian
http://ask.library.unlv.edu/
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531


https://www.unlv.edu/asc
https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
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Week
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Week Date Topic Readings 

10/15 

EAQ 3 

GASTROINTESTINAL 
• Hiatal Hernia 
• Gastritis 
• PUD 
• Diverticulitis  
• Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

QUIZ 2 (3%) Topics: Cardiovascular & 
Pulmonary 

Lewis 
Chapters 38, 41, 42 

p. 944 

7 

10/21 
Cont. GI Lecture 

10/22 

EAQ 4 

HEPATOBILIARY 
•
•

Viral Hepatitis 
Cholecysistitis  

• Cholelithiasis 
• Pancreatitis 

Lewis 
Chapter 38, 43 

BIOETHICS p. 995 

8 

10/28 

EXAM 2       (17%) 
Topics: 
* Cardiovascular 
(VALVULAR/VASCULAR) 
* Pulmonary * Gastrointestinal 

10/29 

RENAL 
• Pyelonephritis 
• Glomerulonephritis 

Urinary Diversions 

Lewis 
Chapter 44, 45 

9 

11/4 

RENAL 
• Chronic renal failure 
• Peritoneal Dialysis (PD) 

Hemodialysis (HD) 

Lewis 
Chapter 44, 46 

BIOETHICS p. 1097 

11/5 

EAQ 5 

ENDOCRINE 
•
•

Diabetes Mellitus (Overview) 
DKA / HHNS 

Lewis 
Chapter 47, 48 

p. 1122 

BIOETHICS p. 1153 

10 11/11 HOLIDAY 
No Classes Veterans Day  
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Fall 2019 

Wednesday Group A: Alena Grewal 
EBP Session 10/22/19 1:30 pm-2:30 pm BSH 133 

Date  Time Activity Location Skills 

9/9  8-10am Orientation/ BSH 131 Clinical Paper Orientaion /  

9/11 3:00-5:00 pm 
Scavenger Hunt 
Math Review 

Summerlin Hospital Hospital Orientation, 4 West, Meet at Main Lobby 
(Park at Parking structure by ER at 4th Floor roof  top) 

TBA 8-12 noon Skills Lab. B Shadow Lane Campus 
** Skills Practice 

• IV insertion  (Check off to be schedule during 
open lab, need  1 successful attempt) 

• Primary line 
• Secondary line 

Friday 
11/1 
No 
Clinical 
on Wed. 
10/30 

1:00-5:00 pm 
Simulation 

Shadow Lane Sim.  
Center 

Code Team/ CPR, review My Role in A Code from 
You Tube 

Simulation Scenarios 

8:00-12:00 
nonn 

Skills Lab Shadow Lane Lab  NGT Placement 
PICC line Dressing Change 
Chest Tube Care 
Blood Transfusion 

• CERNER Training at Summerlin Hospital Computer Lab during your first clinical day. 

Wednesday Group B : Alena Grewal 
EBP Session 10/22/19 1:30 pm-2:30 pm BSH 133 

Date  Time Activity Location Skills 

9/9 8-10 am Orientation  BSH 132 Clinical Paper Orientation /  

9/11 3:00-5:00 pm 
Scavenger Hunt 
Math Review (1/7) 

Summerlin Hospital Hospital Orientation, 4 West, Meet at Main Lobby 
(Park at Parking structure by ER at 4th Floor roof  top) 

TBA 8-12 noon Skills Lab. B Shadow Lane Campus 
** Skills Practice 

• IV insertion  (Check off to be schedule during 
open lab, need  1 successful attempt) 

• Primary line 
• Secondary line 

10/30 1:00-5:00 PM Skills Lab 
Shadow Lane Sim.
Center 

Code Team/ CPR, review My Role in A Code from 
You Tube 

Simulation Scenarios 

8:00-12:00 
Simulation Shadow Lane Lab NGT Placement 

PICC line Dressing Change 
Chest Tube Care 
Blood Transfusion 

• CERNER Training at Summerlin Hospital Computer Lab during your first clinical day. 








