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University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
School of Nursing 

Fall 2019  

COURSE NUMBER: NURS 401 

COURSE TITLE: Nursing Care of Older Adults 

CREDIT HOURS: 5 credits (Theory 2 credits; Clinical 3 credits) 
Theory: Monday 10:00am-11:50am  
Clinical: Total 135 hours 

PREREQUISITES:  NURS 313R, NURS 320, NURS 325, NURS 350 

PLACEMENT IN THE NURSING CURRICULUM:  Third Semester 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Apply theories, concepts, and evidence-based practices in care for 
older adults. Recognize personal and societal attitudes regarding aging and their impact on 
delivery and quality of healthcare and the impact of age-related changes and morbidity on 
illness, treatment, and rehabilitation. Clinical experiences in health care and community settings. 
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BSN 
Program 
Outcomes 

QSEN 
Competencies 

Level 3 Outcomes Course Objectives  

1. Use emerging 
patient care 
technologies and 
information systems 
to support safe and 
effective nursing 
practice. 

Evidence- Based 
Practice 

Informatics 

Safety 

1. Evaluate data 
derived from various 
information 
technologies for the 
delivery of safe and 
effective patient care. 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the need 
to evaluate safeguards in patient care 
technology and information systems to create 
safe practice policy, procedures and 
environmental structures for both patients and 
healthcare workers. 

2. Integrate 
leadership concepts, 
skills and decision 
making in the 
provision of high- 
quality nursing care 
delivery in a variety 
and leadership skills

 
that focus on integrating interdisciplinary 
communication, collaboration, priority- 
setting, and delegation. 
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patient records, and obtain information needed to prepare for the following clinical day. 
Students are expected to collect pertinent patient information that is necessary to understand 
the patient's health condition and to assist in the development of a care plan or concept map 
that will facilitate and document the care delivered during the clinical day (refer to the 
NURS 401 Clinical Resource Handbook within Canvas for additional information). 

At the beginning of the clinical day, the assigned UNLV clinical faculty will review the data 
collected as well as the care plan or concept map to understand the student’s assigned 
patient(s) and planned nursing interventions. If a student is determined by the UNLV clinical 
faculty not to be adequately prepared for patient care or unsafe to practice, he/she may be 
sent home for the day or reassigned to other activities for that day while also being assigned 
an absence for the day. Any absence from clinical MUST be made up. Students may also be 
removed from the clinical setting for unprofessional conduct. 

Student clinical performance will be assessed weekly throughout the clinical experiences 
(refer to the NURS 401 Clinical Resource Handbook within Canvas for additional 
information). If at any time a student is determined by the assigned UNLV clinical faculty 
to be unsafe or unable to perform a clinical procedure, h e / s h e  w ill be referred to the 
clinical skills lab. Students must perform the specified skills in the lab successfully and 
obtain the signature of the faculty or staff member evaluating the student's performance 
prior to performing that skill in the clinical setting again. Students may be excluded at the 
discretion of the assigned UNLV clinical faculty from clinical until they have demonstrated 
safe skill performance in the skills lab. 

Each student will complete and submit a minimum of three (3) concept maps and/or more at 
the discretion of the assigned UNLV clinical faculty (refer to the NURS 401 Clinical 
Resource Handbook within Canvas for additional information). In addition, the assigned 
UNLV clinical faculty will determine when each concept map is due. Concept mapping 
makes visible the connections or relationships between ideas; the map represents the 
relationships between the planning of patient care, identification of assessment findings, 
nursing interventions, medical interventions, drug therapy, and the learning needs of the 
patient. Concept mapping helps to comprehend multifaceted care. By using concept maps, 
the student will be able to see associations or relationships through: 

1. Your reading in your texts 
2. Your discussions with your classmates 
3. Your discussions with your teachers 
4. Your investigation of the patient ' s record 
5. Your clinical assessments 
6. Your prior knowledge with new knowledge 

Students will be evaluated both at mid-term and final of the semester. Students will be 
evaluated according to the clinical evaluation objectives noted on the weekly feedback of 
clinical performance worksheet (refer to the NURS 401 Clinical Resource Handbook within 
Canvas for additional information).    
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https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct.
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
https://www.unlv.edu/drc


https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy


http://guides.libary.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian
http://ask.library.unlv.edu/
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
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Tutoring and Coaching 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic success coaching, and other 
academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For information regarding tutoring 
subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, please visit the ASC website, 
https://www.unlv.edu/asc, or call 702-895-3177. The ASC building is located across from the 
Student Services Complex (SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of 
SSC A, Room 254. Drop-in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library and on the 
second floor of the College of Engineering building (TBE A 207).  

UNLV Writing Center 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students 
at the Writing Center,  https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/, located in the Central Desert Complex, 
Building 3, Room 301 (CDC 3-301). Walk-in consultations are sometimes available, but students 
with appointments in person or by calling the Center, 702-895-3908. Students are requested to 
bring to their appointments their Rebel ID Card, a copy of the instructions for their assignment, 
and two copies of any writing they have completed on their assignment.  

SCHOOL OF NURSING POLICIES 
Confidentiality 
An important part of nr90 0 0 scn
-10o  

https://www.unlv.edu/asc
https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
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WEEK/DATE TOPICS READINGS ASSIGNMENT/ 
ASSESSMENT 

Week 3 
Sept 23 Loss, death & palliative care  

Self-actualization, spirituality 
& transcendence  

Touhy & Jett 
• Chapter 35 (pgs. 482-

499) 
• Chapter 36 (pgs. 502-

517) 

Hospice 101  
Sept 23  

10:00am-11:50am 
BHS 132 

**Mandatory   
Attendance 

Week 4 
Sept 30  

Living well with chronic 
illness  

Age-related changes in the 
cardiovascular system  

Common concerns (CAD, 
Chronic stable angina, CHF, 
pulmonary edema, 
cardiomyopathy, atrial 
fibrillation/flutter, PAD, TIA, 
CVA)  

Touhy & Jett 
• Chapter 22 (pgs. 283-

297) 
Lewis 

• Chapter 5 (pgs. 60-74) 
• Chapter 31 (pg. 662 

including Table 31-1) 
• Chapter 33 (pgs. 702-

718) 
• Chapter 34 (pgs. 737-

753) 
• Chapter 35 (pgs. 766-

767; 771-775) 
• Chapter 36 (pgs. 796-

800) 
• Chapter 37 (pgs. 802-

808) 
• Chapter 57 (pgs. 1345-

1365) 

Quiz #1  
(Weeks 1 & 2 

content) 
 

EAQ: 
Cardiovascular, 

Hematologic, and 
Lymphatic 

Systems 
& Medical-

Surgical Drugs 

Week 5 
Oct 7 

Age-related changes in the 
respiratory system  

Common concerns (asthma, 
COPD, pneumonia)  

Age-related changes in the 
hematological system  

Common concerns (iron 
deficiency anemia, 
thrombocytopenia)  

Touhy & Jett 
• Chapter 25 (pgs. 319-

325) 

Lewis 
• Chapter 25 (pg. 459 

including Table 25-4) 
• Chapter 27 (pgs. 500-

506) 
• Chapter 28 (pgs. 538-

576) 
• Chapter 29 (pg. 593 

including Table 29-3) 
• Chapter 30 (pgs. 606-

611; 622-626)  

Being Mortal Film 
Oct 7  

12:00pm-3:00pm 
BHS 132 

**Mandatory 
Attendance 
Pizza will be 

provided. Please 
bring something to 

drink 

 EAQ: 
Respiratory 
System & 

Medical-Surgical 
Drugs 
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Medical-
Surgical HESI 

Tuesday 
December 17 

8:00am-9:30am 

Pharmacology 
HESI 

Wednesday 
December 18 

8:00am-9:30am 

NURS 401 
Syllabus Acceptance Contract 

By signing my name below, I acknowledge receipt of the NURS 401 Fall 2019 syllabus.  

I have read the syllabus and I agree to abide by it.  

I understand that I have had the opportunity to ask questions and have the questions answered 
related to the syllabus by my professor. 

I understand that my professor is a course and professional resource, so I agree that the first step 
to addressing any course questions or concerns is to contact her by email or to meet with her 
during scheduled office hours.  

I am committed to adhering to all course requirements and policies contained in the syllabus and 
I understand the consequences of not doing so.   

Printed Name: _____________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________

Date: ____________________________________ 
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