
  

   

   

     
      
   

    
  

 
 

 
          

  
 

      

             
       

          
        

    
    

      
  

     
        

        
     

    

  
 

     
    

 
      

  
 

 
          

     

 

 

Curriculum Vitae 

Roman B. Lewis 

Department of Political Science 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 

4505 S. Maryland Pkwy. 
Las Vegas, NV 89154 
roman.lewis@unlv.edu 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Political Science, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Fall 2019. 
Concentrations: International Relations & Comparative Politics 

Dissertation: States, Satellites, and International Crisis Behavior. 

Abstract: My dissertation examines what role a state’s security environment plays in the 
adoption of satellite capabilities and whether once this capability has been acquired how they 
affect the onset and internal dynamics of international crises the state is involved in. I use an 
original satellite dataset compiled from the records of the United Nations Office of Outer Space 
Affairs (UNOOSA) 1957-2017 and the Union of Concerned Scientists Satellite Database 2005-
2016 to test variant hypotheses grounded in defensive and offensive realism alongside the 
stability-instability paradox. I find evidence for the effect of a state’s security environment on its 
acquisition of satellite capabilities, and that the associated effect of both general satellite 
capabilities and military-specific applications on crisis onset and duration are greatly moderated 
by two well-documented factors heavily featured in IR conflict literature, state power and 
proximity. I find no evidence for the effect of satellites on the level of violence employed by 
crisis actors in an international crisis. The findings presented in this study provide the first 
empirical evidence supportive of satellite’s effect on interstate conflict, and underscore the 
importance of realism and the stability-instability paradox as frames to understand the use of 
various types of these platforms by state actors. 

Committee: John P. Tuman (Chair), Tiffiany Howard, Jonathan R. Strand, and David Henry 
(Communications) 

M.P.A., Boise State University, 2010. 
Concentrations: Public Policy & State and Local Government 

B.S., Boise State University, 2008. 
Concentration: International Relations 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
• Fall 2021/Spring 2022. Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science. University of Nevada, 

Las Vegas. Las Vegas, NV. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Books 
Tamadonfar, Mehran and Roman Lewis. Kurds and Their Struggle for Autonomy: Enduring Identity and 

Clientelism. Lexington Books. 2022. Print. 

Book Chapters 
Lewis, Roman and Mehran Tamadonfar. “The Clerics, Legal Schisms, and Pragmatism in the Islamic 

http://sspa.boisestate.edu/communityandregionalplanning/files/2011/10/TVTransportatio
http://cdclv.unlv.edu
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• Fall 2019/Spring 2020 
• Fall 2018 
• Fall 2017/Spring 2018 
• Fall 2016/Spring 2017 
• Fall 2015/Spring 2016 

HON 111 Themes in American Civilization (x3) 
• Fall 2022 
• Fall 2021/Spring 2022 

PSC 211 Introduction to Comparative Politics (x2) 
• Fall 2019 
• Summer 2019 

PSC 231 Introduction to International Relations (x2) 
• Fall 2018/Spring 2019 

PSC 405P Global Political Economy 
• Fall 2022 

PSC 405U International Security (x3) 
• Spring 2021 
• Fall 2019 
• Spring 2019 

PSC 405Z Great Wars and Theories of Violent Conflict 
• Spring 2022 

PSC 407Q Political Violence and Terrorism 
! Summer 2019 

College of Southern Nevada 
PSC 101 Introduction to American Politics (x7) 

• Fall 2022/Spring 2023 
• Fall 2021/Spring 2022 
• Fall 2020/Spring 2021 
• Spring 2020 

Teaching Interests 

Astropolitics 
Comparative Politics 
International Relations  
Nationalism 
Middle East and North Africa 
Security Studies 
Theories of Violent Conflict 
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