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Guidance – Department of Justice (DOJ) and Bureau 
of Prisons Requirements 

 
General Description 
Research that is regulated by federal agencies often times have agency-specificemployees and non-employees) to obtain approval to conduct 

research within the Bureau of Prisons (Bureau) and responsibilities of Bureau staff in processing 
proposals and monitoring research projects. Although some research may be exempt from 28 CFR 
part 46 under § 46.101(b)(5), as determined by the Office of Research and Evaluation (ORE) of the 
Bureau, no research is exempt from 28 CFR part 512. For the purpose of this subpart, 
implementation of Bureau programmatic or operational initiatives made through pilot projects is not 
considered to be research. 

When it applies / context 
This guidance may be used by members of the UNLV Human Research Protection Program (HRPP), 
Researchers and the IRB. Researchers  Prisons 

Considerations  

For research conducted within the Bureau of Prisons, implementation of Bureau programmatic or operational 
initiatives made through pilot projects is not considered to be research. 

For research conducted within the Bureau of Prisons, UNLV, the IRB, and Researchers and Research Staff 
must follow the requirements of 28 CFR 512, including: 

• The project must not involve medical experimentation, cosmetic research, or pharmaceutical 
testing. 

• The research design must be compatible with both the operation of prison facilities and 
protection of human participants. The Researcher must observe the rules of the institution or 
office in which the research is conducted. 

• Any Researcher who is a non-employee of the Bureau must sign a statement in which the 
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purposes only, to the Chief, Office of Research and Evaluation, Central Office, Bureau 
of Prisons. 

 
Additional Requirements for National Institute of Justice (NIJ)-Funded Research 

For National Institute of Justice (NIJ)-funded research: 

• All projects are required to have a privacy certificate approved by the NIJ human subjects protection 
officer. 

• All Researchers and Research Staff are required to sign employee confidentiality statements, which 
are maintained by the responsible Researcher. 

• The written Informed Consent will include: 
O The name(s) of the funding agency(ies). 
o A statement describing the extent to which confidentiality of records identifying the subject 
will be maintained. For studies sponsored by NIJ the subject should be informed that private, 
identifiable information will be kept confidential and will only be used for research and statistical 
purposes. If, due to sample size or some unique feature, the identity of the individual cannot be 
maintained; the participants need to be explicitly notified. If the Researcher intends to disclose 
any information, the participant needs to be explicitly informed what information would be 
disclosed, under what circumstances, and to whom. The participant must be informed of any 
risks that might result from this disclosure and must explicitly provide written consent prior to 
participating in the research. 

• Under a privacy certificate, Researchers and Research Staff do not have to report child abuse unless 
the participant signs another consent document to allow child abuse reporting. 

• A copy  and 
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