
 

Educational Psychology Program Handbook  

PhD and Certificate Programs 

Welcome 
Welcome to the Educational Psychology PhD programs at UNLV! In our programs, we offer three doctoral degree 
options: 1) Educational Psychology, 2) Learning Sciences, and 3) Educational Psychology and Law. Our PhD programs 
prepare students to become independent scholars who are able to make significant contributions to knowledge in their 
specialized areas. We also offer advanced graduate certificates in qualitative and mixed methods research. We are very 
excited you have chosen to help shape the future of education through your study at UNLV. This handbook is intended 
to serve as a guide on your journey. 

1) The Foundations strand within the EPY Ph.D. provides opportunity for specialization in assessment, learning and 
cognition, program evaluation, research, and learning in school domains is designed to enable students to become 
independent scholars, who are able to make significant contributions to knowledge in the discipline of educational 
psychology. The focus of the program is on the assessment and understanding of learning outcomes and processes 
in a variety of learning environments and in modifying those environments in ways that promote more effective 
learning.  

2) The Ph.D. program in the Learning Sciences is designed to enable students to conduct research and evaluation of 
learning environments, including but not limited to technology-based environments. The focus of the program is on 
the design, assessment and understanding of learning environments and of the organizational and educational 
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American Educational Research Association  

International Society of the Learning Sciences 

Important Journals 
Journal of Educational Psychology  
Educational Psychologist  

University Resources  

The Graduate Academy
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writing, to resumes, and we can work with you at any stage of the writing process. The center can help 
you brainstorm, make an outline, work on your drafts, or just be a soundboard for your ideas. The 
center staff can assist you in person, or via the Online Writing Lab (OWL) page.  

University Policies and Procedures 
Graduate students are responsible for knowing and acting in accordance with UNLV Policies and 
Procedures. To view the most commonly referenced campus policies and procedures, you can refer to 
the following websites:  

¶ Academic Integrity  

¶ Activation for Military Service  

¶ Change of Address  

¶ FERPA/Privacy Rights  

¶ Health Insurance - Mandatory 

¶ Jean Clery Campus Safety and Security Report 

¶ Proof of Immunization 

¶ Policies and Procedures on the Protection of Research Subjects  

¶ Rebelmail Policy  

¶ Student Conduct Code  

¶ Student Computer Use Policy  

¶ Title IX  
UNLV does not discriminate in its employment practices or in its educational programs or 
activities, including admissions, on the basis of sex/gender pursuant to Title IX, or on the basis 
of any other legally protected category as is set forth in NSHE Handbook Title 4, Chapter 8, 
Section 13. Reports of discriminatory misconduct, questions regarding Title IX, and/or concerns 
about noncompliance with Title IX or any other anti-discrimination laws or policies should be 
directed to UNLV’s Title IX Coordinator Michelle Sposito.  

The Title IX Coordinator can be reached through the online reporting form, by email at 
titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu, by phone at (702) 895-4055, by mail at 4505 S. Maryland Parkway, 
Box 451062, Las Vegas, NV, 89154-1062, or in person at Frank and Estella Beam Hall (BEH), 
Room 555. 

To ensure compliance with Graduate College policies and procedures, please review the relevant 
sections of the Graduate Catalog:  

¶ Academic Calendar 

¶ Academic Policies 

¶ Admission and Registration Information 

¶ Degree Progression Policies & Procedures 

In addition, the Graduate College website contains additional information regarding policies and 
procedures.  

Nothing in this handbook supersedes any NSHE, UNLV, or Graduate College policy. 
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