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HON 496 – Honors Service-Learning  
 

Course meets Friday from 8:30-11:15 AM or 10 hours service hours with NAMI (where noted) 
 
Instructor:   

Office:   

Office Hours:  

Office Phone:  

Email:   

Classroom:  CBC C231 

Course Description 
This service-learning course provides students with the resources to better understand and alleviate 
instances of social injustice regarding mental health in the Las Vegas valley.  This class will partner 
with Southern Nevada’s branch of National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  The semester will 
proceed in three primary phases.  First, students will complete readings on the rhetoric of stigma and 
past efforts to address mental illness.  Second, students will conduct a community needs and best 
possible care assessment.  Third, students will integrate the two previous phases while organizing 
and presenting at a community town hall meeting.  Students will also submit a best possible care 
report to NAMI.  Each week students will spend time in class on Fridays from 8:30 – 11:30am, or 
spend 10 hours a week with NAMI, or some combination of both (e.g., we may have a guest lecturer 
for an hour on Friday at 9:30, and the hours spent with NAMI will be reduced).  Students will need 
to have their own transportation to and from service-learning locations. 

Course Goals 
By the end of this semester, students should have the skills and knowledge necessary to 
 

1. Critically examine stigma’s role in shaping cultural attitudes toward mental health 
2. Track personal implicit biases regarding stigma and mental health 
3. Apply best practices and scholarly information from multiple academic disciplines to identify 

system issues relevant to mental health within the local community 
4. 
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Field Trips 
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communities’ needs in Southern Nevada.  This assignment has three primary components: 1) 
assessing community service providers, 2) surveying target populations, 3) best practices research. 

• Community Service Provider Assessment:  Students will assess available services provided by 
local service providers, such as hospitals, clinics, or shelters.  For instance, what services are 
available?  What services are not being used?  We will work together in class to prepare each 
group to ask appropriate questions. 

• Target Population Survey:  Students will survey target populations to learn directly from 
them what they understand to be barriers, needs, and opportunities for accessing mental 
health services. 

• Best Practices Research: Students will be responsible for researching mental health policies 
adopted by cities with similar demographics to Las Vegas.  The research portion will require 
each group to submit an annotated bibliography and two drafts of a best possible care 
report.   

o Annotated Bibliography: (10% of 35%)  
Due October 21.  The annotated bibliography requires 10-15 sources.  The best 
annotated bibliographies will contain a mixture of books, journal articles, and 
newspaper articles.  Interviews may also be included, though they are not necessary.  
Organizational websites may contain useful information to include in an annotated 
bibliography, but I would run this by me on a case-by-case basis.  Generally 
speaking, students should avoid relying on websites (except to access materials, such 
as through Google Scholar or library databases).  All sources must be cited in proper 
APA style.  Google Purdue Owl and APA for a clear explanation of this citation 
style. 
 
Please note that an annotated bibliography should not contain a summary of every 
detail in that particular source.  The best annotated bibliography does three things: 1) 
summarizes the source’s main argument or points; 2) highlights how this information 
is useful to your research; and 3) draws connections between the other sources in 
your bibliography.  These summaries should be about 5–7 sentences long—though 
there are exceptions. 

o Best Possible Care Report [Preliminary Draft]: (10% of 35%) 
Due Sunday, November 20 at 5 pm.  6-8 pages double spaced.  This report will 
synthesize the group’s findings on community service providers in Las Vegas, target 
populations, and best practices adopted by similar cities.  I have avoided calling this 
an assignment a “rough draft” because I do not want to see anything intentionally 
rough or sloven about it.  Groups will submit a well-polished and thoughtfully 
composed report, which I will then provide feedback on aspects to improve or 
expand upon. Groups will be graded on clarity, thoughtfulness, and grammar.  This 
report will require in-text APA citations as well as a bibliography. 

o 
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Community Town Hall (20%) 

The semester will culminate in an hour-long community town hall event organized and run by the 
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93-100% = A 
90-92% = A- 
87-89% = B+ 
83-86% = B 

80-82% = B- 
77-79% = C+ 
73-76% = C 
70-72% = C- 

67-69% = D+ 
63-66% = D 
60-62% = D- 
0-59% = F

 
UNLV Policies 

Public Health Directives 
Face coverings are currently optional for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must follow all 
active UNLV public health directives while enrolled in this class. UNLV public health directives are found at 
Health Requirements for Returning to Campus. Students who do not comply with these directives may be 
asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the guidelines may result in further disciplinary action 
according to the UNLV Student Conduct Code, including being administratively withdrawn from the course. 

Academic Misconduct 
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the University community. We all share in 
upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility, and professionalism. By 
choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Student Academic 
Misconduct Policy, and are encouraged to always take the ethical path whenever faced with choices. Students 

/coronavirus/health-requirements
/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf
/studentconduct/student-conduct
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Copyright 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves with, and to 
follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of 
copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor defend you, nor assume any responsibility 
for employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal 
and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. 

Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
The UNLV Disability Resource Center (Student Services Complex, SSC-A, Room 143, telephone 702-895-
0866) provides resources for students with disabilities. Students who believe that they may need academic 
accommodations due to a permanent disability, temporary or permanent medical need, or academic support 
due to pregnancy are encouraged to contact the DRC as early as possible in the academic term. A Disabilities 
Specialist will discuss what options may be available to you. Students who are already registered with the 
DRC should request their accommodations online each semester, and make an appointment to discuss their 
accommodations with their instructors. 

Final Examinations 
The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course occur on the date and at the time 
specified in the Final Exam schedule. The Final Exam schedule is typically available at the start of the 
semester, and the classroom locations are available approximately one month before the end of the semester. 
See the Final Exam Schedule. 

Identity Verification in Online Courses 
All UNLV students must use their Campus-issued ACE ID and password to log in to WebCampus-Canvas. 
UNLV students enrolled in online or hybrid courses are expected to read and adhere to the Student 
Academic Misconduct Policy, which states that “acting or attempting to act as a substitute for another, or 
using or attempting to use a substitute, in any academic evaluation or assignment” is a form of academic 
misconduct. Intentionally sharing ACE login credentials with another person may be considered an attempt 
to use a substitute, and could result in investigation and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Academic 
Misconduct Policy. UNLV students enrolled in online courses are also expected to read and adhere to the 
Acceptable Use of Computing and Information Technology Resources Policy, which prohibits sharing 
university accounts with other persons without authorization. To the greatest extent possible, all graded 
assignments and assessments in UNLV online courses should be hosted in WebCampus-Canvas or another 
UNLV-managed platform that requires ACE login credentials for access. 

Incomplete Grades 
The grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed three-fourths of 
course work for that semester/session, but cannot complete the last part of the course for reason(s) beyond 
the student’s control and acceptable to the instructor, and the instructor believes that the student can finish 
the course without repeating it. For undergraduate courses, the incomplete work must be made up before the 
end of the following regular semester. Graduate students receiving “I” grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level 
courses have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the discretion of the instructor. If course 
requirements are not completed within the period indicated, a grade of “F” will be recorded, and the student’s 
GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete grade do not register for the 

http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://drc.unlv.edu/
/registrar/calendars
/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy
http://guides.library.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian
http://ask.library.unlv.edu/
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Missed Classwork 
Any student missing class, quizzes, examinations, or any other class or laboratory work because of observance 
of religious holidays will be given an opportunity during that semester to make up the missed work. The 
make-up opportunity will apply to the religi

https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7326
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7326
/compliance
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&layout_id=18
/carecenter
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Tutoring and Coaching 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic success coaching, and other academic 
assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For information regarding tutoring subjects, tutoring times, 
and other ASC programs and services, please visit the ASC website, or call 702-895-3177. The ASC building 
is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the 
second floor of SSC A, Room 254. Drop-in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library, and 
on the second floor of the College of Engineering building (TBE A 207). 

UNLV Writing Center 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the 
Writing Center, located in the Central Desert Complex, Building 3, Room 301 (CDC 3–301). Walk-in 
consultations are sometimes available, but students with appointments receive priority assistance. Students 
may make appointments in person or by calling the Center, telephone 702-895-3908. Students are requested 
to bring to their appointments their Rebel ID Card, a copy of the instructions for their assignment, and two 
copies of any writing they have completed on their assignment. 

988 FREE 24/7 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE 
In addition to campus resources such as the Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) website, visiting 
the YOU@UNLV website, you may now call or text 988 or chat if you or someone you know is in crisis and 
in need of support. 

Diversity Statement 
As an institution of higher learning, UNLV represents a rich diversity of human beings among its faculty, 
staff, and students, and is committed to aspiring to maintain a Campus environment that values that diversity. 
Accordingly, the University supports understanding and appreciation of all members of its community, 
regardless 

/asc
https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
/caps
https://you.unlv.edu/
/about/statements-compliance
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Course Schedule 

Date Day Reading and Work Due 

9-2 F 
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Date Day Reading and Work Due 

11-18 F 
Preliminary Draft of Best Possible Care Report Due by Sunday, November 20 at 5pm 
No Class:  Prof Blankfield away at conference 
LOCATION: 10 hours onsite community engagement 

11-25 F No Class: Thanksgiving Day Recess 

12-2 F 
Community Town Hall Rehearsal & Final Prep 
LOCATION: TBD 

12-9 F 
Community Town Hall 
LOCATION: TBD 

12-16 F 
Final Draft of Best Possible Care Report due by noon. 
No Class: Finals Week 
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