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Master of Public Administration Program Handbook

Welcome

Welcome to the Master of Public Administration (MPA) Program in the School of Public Policy and Leadership at
UNLV. The MPA program at UNLYV is the only program accredited by the Network of Schools of Public Policy,
Affairs, and AdministratigiNASPAA)in the state of Nevada. The MPA program offers professional and academic
development to students interested in public service.

The MPA is the professional degree for the field of public administration and it peovedet@ublic sector

practitioners with an understanding of the inner workings of governmental environments. Our program aims to prepare
students to become public service professionals in government and nonprofit organizations. In addition to serving
admnistrators in the public and nonprofit sectors, our program is also appropriate for career military personnel and
private sector professionals whose responsibilities involve extensive contact with governmental ageneies and public
sector personnel.

The MPAprogram continually strives to enhance the quality of the curriculum through the development of core
competencies for public service. As part of our goal serve the needs of working students, we continue to offer a wide
range of options for students to qoete their degrees. This has included i#la@ineh of some of the core courses as

K\EULG UHPRWH OLYH RU DVI\QFKURQRXYVY RQOLQH FRXUVHV WR DOORZ ZR
increase the use of technology as a learning ttu fdiPA program.

One core characteristic of our program will be the emphasis on applied research and learning opportunities. Students in
the MPA program engage in learning focused on building practical skills to help improve their communities through
bette leadership and management. Our commitment to building the skills and knowledge of students includes having
them engage in applied service learning projects that not only create unique learning experiences but also benefit the
Southern Nevada Communityigincludes actively engaging students in both academic and applied research as part of
their program of study in the MPA.

Our goal is to develop our students to ensure their readiness to better serve our community while enhancing their
careers.

Christopter Stream, PhD
Director, School of Public Policy and Leadership

Mission Statement

The mission of the Master of Public Administration program is to develop in students:
1. an understanding of the governmental, social, and economic environmentserpidaliat
the national, state and local levels
2. the skills and values to enable them to manage and lead in areas of policy and governance

3. anunderstanding of democracy and ethics which will allow them to better serve the public
good.

Purpose

Thepurpose of this handbook is to provide program specific information that is not found in the UNLV
Graduate Catalog. Students are responsible for understanding and following the policies and procedures
delineated in this document and the UNLV GraduateoGatal well as the NSHE Code,

UNLYV Bylaws, and the UNLV Student Conduct Code. Questions about policies should be directed to the
Graduate Collegealarie.burke@unlv.eduGradAssociateDean@unlv.edu

Department Graduate Faculty



A current listing of the graduate faculty can be found in the UNLV Graduate Catalog. Faculty must hold either associate
or full graduate faculty status to be involved in graduate education at UNLV. For up to date information regarding



Capstone Experience

8SRQ FRPSOHWLRQ RI WKH SURJUDP:-V FRXUVH UHTXLUHPHQWY VWXGHQW
SURJUDP: -V &XOPLQDWLQJ ([SHULHQFH 7KH &XOPLQDWLQJ ([SHULHQFH FR
experiencand along withthe KRXU DQDO\VWLFDO FRXUVH DUH DOVR SDUW RI WKH SUR.
FRXUVHV PXVW EH WDNHQ LQ VHTXHQFH DQG DUH JHQHUDOO\ GRQH WRZD
courses include:

PUA 725 Policy Analsis and Program Evaluation PUA 7REPA Capstone Experience

Students must request permission to begin their capstone experience before starting their final two semesters of their
program and after they have completed PUA 723 along with the majoritycoféhmourses. Generally, students will

begin their capstone experience by taking PUA 725 after having completed 21 to 24 credit hours. Students should plan
accordingly as they approach their anticipated graduation date. Once students are enraoll2sl timely WAl work in

teams on an applied research project for two consecutive semesters. This allows students adequate time to work with
stakeholders on the design and implementation of the project.

Capstone Portfolio
As part of the culminating experienc



Students are responsible for ensuring that they have completed all required course work prior to
graduation. Students are required to conduct a degree audit to track their academic progress and submit
the appropriate plan of study form. Students are strongly encouraged to become familiar with the policies
and procedures of the UNLV Graduate College.

In order to successfully apply for graduation, all students must satisfactorily fulfill all degree
requirements and complete the following:

Use the MPA course check sheet to check your course progress
Submit an approved Plan of Study Form
Submit &Culminating Experience Form

Apply for graduation
(seeGraduation Deadlindsr updated deadlines)
Register for at least 3 credit hours during the semester of graduation

Pay algraduation fees

ThePlan of StudgndCulminating Experience forms.

Program Timeline
The Master of Publisdministration Program is ey@ar program designed to be completed within 6 to 7 semesters.

Professional Code of Ethics/Discipline Guidelines



Professional Code of Ethics






chapters aimed at improving the professional practice of fundraising and development. For
students, interested in pursuing a career in the area fundraising or development this group offers
professional development and networking opportunitiesmiafion can be found onlineAgEP.

YNPN of Southern Nevada is a hetworking and professional development group organized by
young professionals working with and in the nonprofit sector. It is part of national network of
similar chapters across the country. The local chapter offers praffdssielopment, networking
and social activities for its members. Additional information can be found ofillR&lat

Important Journals
Below is a list of important scholarly journals in the fieldbdiE@dministration including journals
which focus on nonprofit management:

Administration and Society

Administrative Theory & Praxis

American Review of Public Administration
Governance

International Journal of Public Administration
Journal oPublic Administration Research and Theory
Journal of Public Affairs Education

Journal of Urban Affairs

Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly
Nonprofit Management and Leadership
Policy Studies Journal

Public Administration Quarterly
PublicAdministration Review

Public Budgeting & Finance

Publius: The Journal of Federalism

Review of Public Personnel Administration
State & Local Government Review

Urban Affairs Review



University Resources

The Graduate Academy: Innovative Leadership, Professional, and Career Development
The goal of the Graduate Academy is to serve as a virtual resource providing supporpesfdssiangl
opportunities to UNLV graduate students. The Academy offers information about events and services such as
graduate certificate programs, workshops, training sessions and career services. You can follow Academy
activities via social mediaaoK for regular updates on the website.

Academic Success Center
The goal of thécademic Success Celmen help students do well academically and complete they studies on
time. They offer or will refgou to such programs and resources as tutoring, advising, skills testing, career




flatbed scanners, color laser printer, office supplies, and computers with printers and a small kitchen area. The
GPSA is the graduate student governance body at UNLV; the GPSA Council consists of orstugiemiuate
representative from each graduate department, and they meet monthly. The GPSA also provides volunteer
opportunities, sponsors social events, and supports graduate student research through the graduate research and
travel grants program.

Office of Student Conduct

TheOffice of Student Conduis a studententered, serviegiented office located within the Division of
Student Affairs. The Office of Student Conduct collaborates with the UNLV ciyrbmpnovide an inclusive
system through enforcement of theLV Student Code of Conduct by:

Promoting awareness of student rights and responsibilities;

Establishing accountability for student choices;

Creating opportunities for involvement inghecess; and

Striving to uphold the values and ethics that advance the common good.

Military and Veteran Services Center
TheMilitary and Veteran Service Ceidetaffed with veterans and veteran education bexe#isenced staff
to assist more than 1,800 veterans, depés) active duty service members, National Guard members, and
reservists attending UNLV. Their mission is to develop a welcoming;fvieteddncampus environment that
fosters academic and personal success.

The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office

TheFinancial Aid & Scholarships Offsigports higheeducation access and persistence by providing financia

aid to eligible students. The office partners with student organizations, the UNLV Foundation, the Graduate
College, and other external constituents to provide financial aid learning opportunities and scholarship support for
graduate students.

Writing Cater

This is a free service to UNLV students to help you with any writing project, from papers to creative writing, to
resumes, and we can work with you at any stage of the writing process. The center can help you brainstorm, make
an outline, work on yodrafts, or just be a soundboard for your ideas. The center staff can assist you in person,

or via theDnline Writing Lab (OWLpage.

University Policies and Procedures



Academic Calendar

Academic Policies

Admission and Registration Information
Degree Progression Policies & Procedures






