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AVOIDING COMMON ERRORS 

When writing body paragraphs, students commonly make the following errors that should be avoided: 

1. Follow a 5-paragraph essay structure. 

In most academic writing situations, a 5-paragraph essay structure is not necessary. It’s 

a useful tool to first learn how to organize your ideas, but it is not required, or even 

encouraged, by most professors. You might want to create an outline or list of the 
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