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WHAT IS A VERB? 

A verb is a part of speech that expresses action, occurrence, or a state of being. Actions, occurrences, and 

states of being can happen at different points in time, so verbs change form in order to express that timing. 

These forms of verbs are called tenses. 

To create the correct tense of a verb, writers and speakers start with a base form of the verb, which is the 

infinitive form (e.g., “to read”) without the “to,” and then they add different endings and sometimes an 

auxiliary (helping) verb. 

Most verbs follow the same pattern for each tense, though some will change their form differently. These 

are called irregular verbs. Let’s use the Present Simple tense as an example. For most verbs you take the base 

verb form and sometime�e� Let’s use ؒase 

 

timing. 
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