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Preparing a Successful Application 

for the Faculty Opportunity Awards (FOA) Program 

 

The Division of Research offers the following tips to assist faculty as they apply for the Faculty 

Opportunity Awards. 

Applicants should carefully review all instructions, qualifications, and application package 

requirements. Be sure to include and/or address each item requested. The application package 

should include the following documents in this order: 

1. Cover Page 

2. Table of contents 

3. Project summary 

4. Project narrative 

5. Timeline for activities and deliverables 

6. Budget plan 

7. List of team members, roles, and biosketch 

8. Curriculum vitae 
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Components of the Application 
 

Project Summary 
 

The 1-page project summary provides an accurate description of the proposed work. Include a 

project title, interdisciplinary team members, executive summary, intellectual merit, broader 

impact and the responsiveness of the proposed research to this FOA.   

 

 

Project Narrative 
 

The project narrative is limited to 5-pages. The intent of the FOA awards is to provide resources 

for team building and to plan for specified federal, philanthropic, and industry funding proposals 

by the end of the 24-month FOA award. 

 

The primary research deliverable from a FOA award is the submission of two or more grant 

proposals for research funding from external sources, including corporate sponsored research, 

within the 24-month project performance period. Clearly address how this deliverable will be 

achieved. 

 

The proposal should help to catalyze a funded research program for new and existing faculty 

and stimulate development of new research funding opportunities. Ideally, the team would 

describe a grant making/funding trajectory that is appropriate for the nature of the work and the 

state of the team. Other planned outcomes, such as manuscripts or creative works, should be 

included as secondary deliverables if appropriate. 

 

Review Criteria 

Applications will be reviewed on the following criteria: 

 

● Overall quality of the proposal and its relevance to the program’s goals. (25 max points) 

● Clarity of the project’s goals, activities in the service of those goals, deliverables and the 

reasonableness of the proposed timeline. (25 max points) 

● Likelihood 
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