
 

PHD - Public Health Program Handbook 

Welcome 

Welcome to the School of Public Health at UNLV. Our mission is to improve quality of life 

and to eliminate health disparities by providing quality education, research, service, and 



 

 

Program Information 

The Ph.D. - Public Health is designed to prepare students for careers in which advanced 



 

 

Program Requirements 

Program requirements regarding admission, coursework, and culminating experience are 

found in the graduate catalog�����$�O�O���*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���I�R�U�P�V���D�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���*�U�D�G��
Rebel Gateway and are completed and signed electronically. 

PHD Graduate Advisory Committee 

In the first semester, students should become acquainted with the faculty, and before 

completing their core coursework, select a Committee Chair (Advisor) in their area of 

interest. The Committee Chair will then help the student select the remainder of the 

committee. It is �W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\��to assemble their committee. Students will not be 

able to complete the degree program requirements without an approved graduate advisory 

committee. During graduate studies, students may elect to change their Chair and/or 

members of their graduate advisory  



 

 

outside faculty member with graduate faculty status who participates on the committee 

to ensure that all Graduate College policies are followed, to make sure that all 

�P�L�O�H�V�W�R�Q�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�U�H���P�H�W��appropriately, and to witness rigor, 

quality, and fairness throughout the 





 

 

The prospectus presentation is a public presentation. Notice must be posted two (2) weeks 

in advance and scheduled with the Program Administrative Assistant. The Graduate 

College also requires the student to email the date, time, and location to 

GradRebel@unlv.edu at least 14 days before the public presentation. 

SPH FORMS None Required 

GRADUATE COLLEGE 
FORMS 

Advancement to Candidacy Form 

Advancement to candidacy will only be approved when student has successfully completed: 

�x All required coursework 

�x Comprehensive Exam 

�x Oral Qualifying Exam 

�x Prospectus 

Written Dissertation 

�7�K�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����7�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���P�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W��
should present the totality of the research plan, process, and results in a well-written, 

detailed manner. At a minimum, the final dissertation includes final versions of the first 

three chapters presented for the prospectus, a fourth chapter with a detailed presentation of 

the results/findings from the research and a fifth chapter providing a detailed discussion of 

�W�K�H���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���I



 

 

SPH FORMS None 

GRADUATE COLLEGE 
FORMS 

Culminating Experience Results Form 

Graduation 

Upon completion of all requirements and successful final oral defense of their dissertation, 

the student is eligible for graduation. Students should apply for graduation the semester 

before they plan to graduate. Students intending to graduate must: 

�x Submit their dissertation for review to the Graduate College. The instructions for 

format review and final submission may
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Annual Review Procedures 

Each winter break and early spring term, graduate students are required 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog


 

 



 

 

(Shawn Gerstenberger) and the respective Department Chair: the EOH Department Chair 

(

https://www.unlv.edu/people/shawn-gerstenberger
https://www.unlv.edu/people/francisco-sy
https://www.unlv.edu/people/chris-cochran
http://www.unlv.edu/people/connie-correia
http://www.unlv.edu/people/connie-correia
https://www.unlv.edu/people/francisco-sy
https://www.unlv.edu/people/chris-cochran


 

 

2. Talk to the respective Department Chair 

�x If the meeting with the faculty member is unsatisfactory, ask to meet with the faculty 

�P�H�P�E�H�U�·�V��department chair. Bring your summary of the meeting and any other pertinent 

documents (e.g. official summary forms provided by the Office of Student Conduct) to 

this meeting. 

3. Talk to the Dean of the SPH 

�x If the meeting with the respective Department Chair is unsatisfactory, ask to meet with the 

�6�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���'�H�D�Q�����%�U�L�Q�J��summary documents about previous meetings (see step #1 and 2) and any 

other information applicable to the issue. 

4. Follow the university posted guidelines provided by the Office of Student 

Conduct. 

�x If the meeting with the dean is unsatisfactory, the protocol detailed on the Office of 

Student Conduct website  should be followed. Additional information about student 

conduct can be found here (Student Conduct) 

The following preparation is recommended, not required for students who wish to submit an academic 
complaint: 

�x Write/keep a chronology of the events in a dedicated file. 

�x If the issue is course-related, address the standards that were set for the work in your narrative 

�² avoid comparisons with other students. 

�x If the issue is directly about a �S�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V alleged behavior, be as precise as possible in 
your description. 

�x If any meetings / discussions take place, write a brief summary of the interaction as soon after 

the meeting as possible and save in your dedicated file. 
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on time. They offer or will refer you to such programs and resources as tutoring, advising, skills testing, 

career exploration and more. They guide students every step of the way to the many established resources 

created to ensure they complete their educational goals. Learn more about the programs and services the 

center currently offers. 

Alumni Association 

With an alumni base 120,000 strong, the UNLV Alumni Association offers a variety of services and 

opportunities in support of alumni and their families. UNLV alumni are encouraged to support the values of 

higher learning through advocacy, involvement, and giving. 

Commencement Office 

Located in the UNLV Office of the Registrar, the commencement office is the last step in the graduation 

process. Please check with the commencement office for information on the commencement ceremony and 

your diploma; for all other information about graduate student degree completion and graduation, including 

thesis/dissertation requirements and doctoral hooding, please contact the Graduate College. It is the students' 



 

 

Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA) 
The Graduate & Professional Student Association serves all currently enrolled University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas graduate and professional students. The GPSA maintains the Graduate Student Commons located in 

the Lied Library room 2141 and Gateway Building PDAC Room. The facility a working office equipped 

with a copier, fax, flatbed scanners, color laser printer, office supplies, and computers with printers and a 

small kitchen area. The GPSA is the graduate student governance body at UNLV; the GPSA Council consists 

of one graduate student representative from each graduate department, and they meet monthly. The GPSA 

also provides volunteer opportunities, sponsors social events, and supports graduate student research through 

the graduate research and travel grants program. 

Office of Student Conduct 

The Office of Student Conduct is a student-centered, service-oriented office located within the Division of 

Student Affairs. The Office of Student Conduct collaborates with the UNLV community to provide an 

inclusive system through enforcement of the UNLV Student Code of Conduct by: 

�x Promoting awareness of student rights and responsibilities;��
�x Establishing accountability for student choices;��
�x Creating opportunities for involvement in the process; and��
�x Striving to uphold the values and ethics that advance the common good.��

Military and Veteran Services Center 

The Military and Veteran Service Center is staffed with veterans and veteran education benefits- experienced 

staff to assist more than 1,800 veterans, dependents, active duty service members, National Guard members, 

and reservists attending UNLV. Their mission is to develop a welcoming, veteran-friendly campus 

environment that fosters academic and personal success. 

The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office 

The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office supports higher-education access and persistence by providing 

financial aid to eligible students. The office partners with student organizations, the UNLV Foundation, the 

Graduate College, and other external constituents to provide financial aid learning opportunities and 

scholarship support for graduate students. 

Writing Center 

This is a free service 



 

 

University Policies and Procedures 

Graduate students are responsible for knowing and acting in accordance with UNLV Policies and Procedures. 

To view the most commonly referenced campus policies and procedures, you can refer to the Graduate 

Student Handbook, and following websites: 

�x 
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