Ph.D. Chemistry Program Handbook

Welcome

Welcome to the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at UNLV. Our graduate programs
(Ph.D., M.S. and M.S. in Biochemistry) offer exceptional research opportunities for advanced training
in awide variety of chemistry related disciplines including Organic, Physical, Analytical,
Computational, Materials, Biochemistry, and Chemical Education. The Ph.D. program in Chemistry
places special emphasis on materials and molecular science and cang®miaabplications in

energy, research, materials science, nuclear materials, environmental sciences, biology, and
biochemistry. The graduate student to faculty ratio in the department is néaidyene

Consequently, our diverse student body recgilvigh level of individualized interaction with

excellent faculty through customized research projects, specialized course work, professional
development, and graduate seminars. In addition, many of our research programs offer exciting
interdisciplinargollaborations with local scientists, as well as with scientists nationally and
internationally.

College Mission Statement

The mission of the College of Sciences is to serve the students of UNLV, the citizens of Nevada and
the United States, and societyldvaide through research and discovery that expands knowledge in

the natural, physical, and mathematical sciences. We communicate this knowledge to students in a
rewarding learning environment, and to communities beyond the university through active
engagaent of diverse constituencies.

The College of Sciences endeavors to develop and nurture a community of scientists and scholars
who are among the world leaders in their disciplinary areas, and who generate knowledge at the
forefront of science. ResearcH discovery, in symbiosis with education, are our hallmarks.

Addressing fundamental questions related to earth sciences, biological systems, physical and chemical
systems, mathematics, and the universe will continue to be core focuscangasction with

colleagues within and outside of the university, faculty and students participate in the application and
exploitation of our scientific discoveries and expertise to the benefit of the university, the citizens of
Nevada, and society at &arg

The College of Sciences creates innovative and engaging learning environments in which students are
educated to the full extent of their abilities. Our programs produce highly skilled and knowledgeable
scientists educated in a premier research envirtommeddition, we provide the education needed
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Purpose

The purpose of this handbook is to provide program specific information that is not found in the
UNLV Graduate Catalog. Students are responsible for understanding and following the policies and
proceduredelineatedh thisdocumenandthe UNLV GraduateCatalogaswellasthe NSHECode,

UNLV Bylaws, and the UNLV Student Conduct Code. Questions about policies should be directed
to the Graduate Collegeilarie.burke @unlv.eduGradAssociateDean@unlv.edu

Department Graduate Faculty
A current listing of the graduate faculty can be found in the UNLV Graduate Ce e0( )-1.992.992 ()]TIET Q g 0 0 8 (eO(
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3. An approved graduate degree program must be filed prior toitimeérigegf thethird semestesf
enroliment.

4. All Ph.D.studentarerequiredo develomnddefendadissertatioprospectuso laterthanthe
fourth semestef enrollment

5. Students will advancecamdidacy if the Comprehensive Examination (oralréteh) is passed and
the enrolled coursework is successfully completed based on the evaluation of the students Doctoral
Advisory Committee. The comprehensive exam will consist of written and oral components as
defined by the Ph.D. Examination Commititedents will advance to candidacy by the end of the
sixthsemester

If a student fails any part of the Comprehensive Examinati@h.&xamination Committee
will determine if the student is allowed to retake the portion of the comprehensive éxawt that
passed.
a. Students who fail to pass any part of the Comprehensive Examination or Proposal
Defenseon thefirst attemptmustsuccessfullyompletea secondattempt(asspecifiedby
the Ph.D.ExaminatiorCommitteevithin the nextsixmonthsto remainin theprogram.
b. Failure to advance to candidacy by the end of the sixth semester of enrollment will result
in the studentbeingplacecdn academiprobationFailureto advancéo candidacpythe
endof the seventlsemestewill resultin the studet being separatém theprogram.
c. Students who enter the program with a baccalaureate degree and who fail the second
examinatiomaybeallowedo continueasa Masterof Sciencstudentith theconsent
of the Doctoral Advisory Committee.

After advancement to candidacy, subsequent years of study will be required for the graduate student
to complete their degree. The duration of this period will depend on the success of the research
project as defined by the Doctoral Advisory Committee.

Satisfacty performance on the final examination will consist of the presentation and defense of the
dissertation research. The defense will consist of an oral presentation open to the public, a short
period of questions from the public, a closed session of geiésiia the Doctoral Advisory

Committee, and a closed deliberation and vote by just the Doctoral Advisory Committee members.
Any graduate faculty member may attend the closed session of questions of the defense.

Professional Code of Ethics/Discipline Glirtes
UNLYV Graduate College policy regarding academic integrity can be found in the graduate catalog.

Annual Review Procedures

Each winter break and early spring term, graduate studesdgizesl to complete the Graduate

Student Individual Developmena® (IDP) form. The review covers the prior calendar year and

assesses student progress, and it establishes reasonable goals for the year ahead. Reported student
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Additional Program Information

It is expected that each chemistry Ph.D. student be a teaching assistant for a minimum of two courses
prior to graduation. It is also expected that each spuddishesesearcibased manuscripts in peer
reviewed journals.

University Resources

The Graduate Academy: Innovative Leadership, Professional, and Career Development
The goal of the Graduate Academy is to serve as a virtual resource providing support and many professional@mpportunities t
UNLYV graduate students. The Academy offers information about events and services such as graduate certificate programs
workshops, training sessions and career services. You can follow Academy activities via social media or look for regular
updates orhie website.

Academic Success Center
The goal of thé.cademic Success Celeo help students do well academically and complete they studies on time. They
offer or will refer you to such programs and messuas tutoring, advising, skills testing, career exploration and more. They
guide students every step of the way to the many established resources created to ensure they complete their educational
goals. Learn more about the programs and servicesténeamently offers.

Alumni Association
With an alumni base 140,000+ strongUtReV Alumni Associationffers a variety of services and opportunities in
support of alumni and their families. UNLV aluamaiencouraged to support the values of higher learning through
advocacy, involvement, and giving.

Commencement Office
Located in the UNLV Office of the Registrar,dbmmencement offide the last step in the graduation process. Please
check with the commencement office for information on the commencement ceremony and your diploma; for all other
information about graduagtident degree completion and graduation, including thesis/dissertation requirements and
doctoral hooding, please contact the Graduate Ctilisghe students’ responsibility to ensure they appyafdwation
on timeand submit all required forms to the Graduate College. Questions regarding thesis/dissertation should be directed to
the Graduate Colle@udent Services Teamd questions regarding required forms should be directed to the Graduate
CollegeRPC Team

Office of Diversity Initiatives
The vision of th®ffice of Diversity Initiativeis to advocate, promote, and support the advancement of equity,
inclusiveness, and empowerment of a continuously changing collegiate and global community. The missganasf the Offi
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particularly firsgeneration and students of color, successfully eavigatacademic careers. Here, all members of campus
can discuss their differences, discover their similarities, and build a shared sense of belonging.

UNLYV Libraries
UNLV Librarieshas always been more than books; they are about encouraging students and creating quality programs that
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