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Spring 2025 HON 400-Level Seminars 

HON 410-1001 
T/R 11:30 -12:45pm-

choices one makes when engaging in civic action? Presented from a rhetorical perspective, this course 
explores possible modalities for civic action. Offered during the 83rd (2025) Session of the Nevada 
Legislature, this seminar gives students a first-hand opportunity to study and participate in the 
legislative process.  
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HON 410-1009 
T/R 4:00-5:15 pm 
Fight for Your (Water) Rights!  
Dr. William Sipe  

It is time to fight for your (water) rights! Across the world and the US, people are realizing that fresh 
water is a vital and depleting resource. Uneven distribution, poor water management, pollution, and the 
climate crisis are each impacting the supply of fresh water. In this course, you will  develop valuable 
argumentation and debate skills to tackle this life-altering issue. Approaching the topic from several 
different angles, we will  use multiple methods and formats to sharpen critical thinking, collaboration, 
articulation and coalition-building. No prior debate experience is necessary. 

HON 410-1010 
T/R 11:30 -12:45 pm  
Making of Modern Nevada  
Dr. Michelle Turk  
Nevada is a state of contradictions. The state slog
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HON 420-1001 
M/W 2:30-3:45 pm  
Songs of Pilgrimage 
Professor Joe Svendsen 

Songs of Pilgrimage is an exploration of the musical practices associated with pilgrimage, journeys of 
spiritual and self- discovery, from throughout history and around the world. The course defines 
pilgrimage within a variety of contexts, surveying well-known and lesser known pilgrimages and the 
songs and musical practices that have come to be associated with them. The course has two main goals: 

A. Explore the connection between music and identity 
B. Articulate the similarities and differences in musical characteristics of diverse identity- 

building experiences, around the world and throughout history 

HON 420-1002 
Asynchronous/ Web -Based 
War-Looted Art: Acquisition & Restitution  
Dr. Heather Lusty  

This course offers a survey-style approach to wartime campaign looting from Roman expansion to the 
contemporary world. The redistribution of fine art and other cultural heritage objects is most frequently 
accomplished through seizure during conflict. This course will explore systemic looting during times of 
war, post-war efforts to find and return that art, and today’s restitution claims (against museums, 
individuals, and countries), introducing legal framework (on national and international levels) and 
industry remediation, using specific case studies of disputed artifacts. Students will understand the 
complex, intricately-linked issues in art provenance and restitution, and be equipped with the research 
and writing skills to articulate them.   

HON 420-1003 
W 5:30-8:15 pm  
AI and Possible Futures for the Arts: Exploring Computational Artistic Expression  
Professor Yvonne Houy  
What are possible futures for the arts in the age of generative AI? In this no-prerequisite survey course 
that emphasizes hands-on explorations of emerging artistic techniques, you will gain a critical 
understanding of how art is created through digital and computational means, including AI machine 
learning, while examining works of art that are challenging historical notions of creativity and artistry.  

We will examine the ethical implications of emerging technologies, including potential biases, privacy 
concerns, and intellectual property challenges associated with computational art, as we gain an 
informed understanding of the rapidly evolving technologies that are changing our lives.  

Having your own laptop is helpful but not required. 

HON 420-1004 
T/R 2:30- 3:45 pm/ Web -Live 
BIPOC Experience in the World of Dance 
Professor Victoria Dale  
This course will explore the role of BIPOC in the development of various dance idioms of the World. 
Special focus is placed on the qualities of movement of select BIPOC artists and dance companies. 
Students will delve into the history of the struggle of BIPOC artists to have their works produced, their 
choreographic philosophies developed, and their impact on the dance movement vocabulary of other 
cultural forms.. The class will investigate how dance creation has been affected by historical eras of 
upheaval and oppression. There will be opportunities to create personal movements and digitally 
perform. 
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HON 430-1001 
Asynchronous/Web-based  
Latin American: Politics and Culture  
Dr. Joanna Kepka 
Latin America is a complex region filled with contrasts, failures, and possibilities. Its many countries 
share common origins in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies established in the 16th century, but have 
since followed at times parallel and at times divergent paths. While the colonial legacy of cultural origins 
and language unite the region, heterogenous local experiences and distinct national histories separate it 
into parts. Through the lens of cultural and political geography, this seminar offers an examination of 
Latin American cultures, politics, and societies.  Using a variety of texts and films by the region's 
renowned authors and film makers, together we will explore the past and present through topics such 
as colonization, revolutionary and reformist movements, religion, violence, gender, ethnicity, and class. 

HON 430-1002 
M/W 11:30 -12:45 pm  
Intercultural Communication  
Dr. Ursula Kamanga 
This course will help students gain skills and knowledge on becoming competent and confident 
intercultural communicators. This course is designed to focus on the interaction of individuals across 
diverse cultures. Globalization demands that we communicate across cultures to enhance our 
functionality in diverse workplaces, living environments, and the globe. Students will explore their own 
cultural backgrounds to increase their sensitivity to other cultures by exploring a variety of topics 
including but not limited to cultural self-awareness, cross-cultural communication and adaptation, 
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