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Research Glossary 
 

Affiliated Covered Entity- legally separate covered entities that are affiliated by common 
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associated with confidential research information, and scholarly correspondence prior to official 
publication of research results. 
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Disclosure- the release, transfer, provision of access to, or divulging in any other manner of 
protected health information outside of the entity holding the information. 

Electronic Protected Health Information (EPHI)- PHI in electronic form. 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)- a federal law that affords parents the right 

to have access to their children's education records, the right to seek to have the records amended, 

and the right to have some control over the disclosure of personally identifiable information from 
the education records. 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)- a federal law that required the 

creation of national standards to protect sensitive patient health information from being disclosed 
without the patient’s consent or knowledge. 

Hybrid Covered Entity-a single legal entity that performs both covered and non-covered functions.  
services.  Only those entities designated as healthcare components (“covered functions
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foregoing, whether or not patented or patentable at any time under the U.S. Patent Act, as now 
existing or hereafter amended or supplemented. 

Limited Data Set- protected health information that excludes all of the 16 HIPAA specified direct 
identifiers of the individual or of relatives, employers, or household members of the individual, but 

retains geographic subdivisions larger than the postal address and elements of dates. Limited data 
sets may only be used for research, public health or for health care operations; and only with a data 
use agreement that limits the use of the data by the recipient. 

Minimum Necessary- refers to reasonable efforts made to limit use, disclosure, or requests for PHI 
to the minimum necessary to accomplish the intended purpose 

Organized Health Care Arrangement (OHCA)-  an organized health system of health care in 

which more than one covered entity participates and in which the participating covered entities 
hold themselves out to the public as participating in a joint arrangement and participate in certain 
join activities. 




