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Introduction 
In the world of criminal justice, re-entry refers to 
the assimilation of a previously incarcerated 
individual back into society and their community 
(National Institute of Justice, 2013). Re-entry is 
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Figure 1 

Source: Carson (2022) 

The Barriers for Reentry 
With newfound freedom comes newfound 
struggles. Those who are released from 
United States’ correctional facilities face a 
variety of different trials and tribulations. 
These struggles include, but are not limited 
to, employment, housing, and transportation. 

In the realm of employment, a previously 
incarcerated individual will be unemployed for 
over six months, on average, following their 
release (Wang & Bertram, 2022). Further, 
during ages 18 through 54, individuals in the 
general population will spend around 20% 
more of their time employed than those who 
have experienced incarceration (Wang & 
Bertram, 2022). 

These obstacles do not stop once a person is 
employed post-release. One study found that 
approximately 49% of previously incarcerated 
persons earn less than $500 during their first 
year on the outside. Further, the same study 
found that only about 20% of ex-prisoners will 
earn more than $15,000 during their first year 
after being released (Looney & Turner, 2018). 
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(e.g., Visher et al. 2008) found that almost 
half (48%) of released persons rely on 
financial support from their friends and family 
eight months post-release. This same study 
found that nearly three-fourths of the sample 
used friends or family to find post-release 
employment. 

Figure 3 
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