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Introduction 

This Research in Brief summarizes the 
prevalence of criminal exonerations and 
factors associated with these cases in the 
United States. These factors include the 
demographic characteristics of the wrongly 
convicted, type of offenses involved, and the 
primary reasons underlying these 
exonerations.  After presenting these 
characteristics, the limitations of the data used 
in this report are discussed. 

Definitions and Number of U.S. 
Exonerations  

The National Registry of Exonerations (NRE) 
defines exonerations as the release of a 
wrongly convicted individual achieved through a 
thorough re-evaluation of evidence, officially 
declared innocence, a full pardon, acquittal, or 
dismissal of charges. The national registry 
began its mission in 1989 to collect information 
about exonerations and bring light to the 
devastating effects of wrongful convictions. The 
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