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SPECTRA Journal Article Template

1) Primary research articles, 2) Primary review articles, 3) Research protocol articles, and 4)
Thesis-based research articles can use this template to help prepare their manuscript.
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Keywords

keyword1; keyword2; keyword3; keyword4; keyword5; keyword6
Introduction

Research objective(s): Describe the main objective(s) of your research

Conceptual/theoretical framework(s): Embed your research within relevant and pertinent
theoretical or explanatory framework(s) and note any relevant controversies or disagreements
in the field

Literature review and background: Include a brief review of the key literature and provide
background that puts the manuscript into context and allows readers outside the field to
understand the purpose and significance of the study
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Importance to the field: Explain how the results relate and contribute to your field

Broader implication and future directions

Provide a succinct explanation of the implications of the findings, particularly in relation to
previous related studies and potential future directions for research

List of abbreviations used

If abbreviations are used in the text they should be defined in the text at first use written in full
with the abbreviation in parentheses. A complete list of all abbreviations used should be
provided in a section called List of Abbreviations directly following the Conclusions section.
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Figures should be provided where it should be displayed in the word document text file. Each
figure should be able to fit on a single page in portrait format, and they should be numbered in
the order in which they appear cited in the manuscript (i.e. Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.). Each figure
must be accompanied with a caption directly below it. Please note that Spectra only publishes
articles in online formats, and therefore, there are no additional charges for the use of color
figures. Important: It is the responsibility of the author(s) to obtain permission from the
copyright holder to reproduce figures that have previously been published elsewhere, which
should be scanned and emailed to the editorial office in case of acceptance together with your
Publication Agreement Form.

List of Tables

Tables should also be provided where it should be displayed in the word document text file.
Each table should be able to fit on a single page in portrait format, and they should be
numbered in the order in which they appear cited in the manuscript (i.e. Table 1, Table 2, etc.).
Each figure must be accompanied with a caption directly above it. All tables should be
formatted using the “Table object” (i.e. Insert > Table) in a Microsoft Word to ensure that
columns of data are kept aligned when the file is sent electronically for review. Important: It is
the responsibility of the author(s) to obtain permission from the copyright holder to reproduce
figures or tables that have previously been published elsewhere, which should be scanned and
emailed to the editorial office in case of acceptance together with your Publication Agreement
Form.

Additional Files

For figures and tables that are too large to be included with the manuscript file, please upload
them as multimedia appendices. Other additional file types that you wish to accompany your
manuscript may include research instruments (questionnaires), movie files, original/raw data
(SAS/SPSS, Excel, Access database, etc.). Important: It is the responsibility of the author(s) to
obtain permission from the copyright holder to reproduce any additional file that have
previously been published elsewhere, which should be scanned and emailed to the editorial
office in case of acceptance together with your Publication Agreement Form.
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